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A  MAGAZINE 


FOR  GAY  LIBERATION 


Blind  or  deaf 
orinawheelchair 

-and  gay 

They  don't  want  pity  and  they 
don't  want  "help"  —they 
want  to  get  right  into  life  like  the 
rest  of  us.  A  special  report. 

Need  space? 
Call  the  Catholic 
School  Board 

A  Quebec  court  says  they  can't 
refuse  to  rent  meeting  space  to 
gay  groups.  Of  course,  they've 
appealed  —  to  higher  authorities. 

Harder,  harder! 
Iwanttobehurtr 

"Edis  is  surprised  by  her  uncen- 
sored  desires...."  So  is  Mariana 
Valverde  as  she  looks  at  lesbian 
S&M  on  "The  Back  Page." 

What  to  do  when 
Cruising  comes 

Boycott  the  film?  No,  says  Ken 
Popert  —  help  people  see  it 
—  through  our  eyes. 


In  January  1979,  the 
newly-elected  mayor  of 
Toronto  made  a  speech  in 
support  of  gay  rights  that  left 
the  city  in  an  uproar  —  and  the 
mayor  in  shock  at  the  reaction. 
This  month  we  ask  him:  was  it  all 
worth  it? 


TORONTO^  MAVOR  ONE  YEAR  LffER 


Do you? 


Five  years  ago  this  month,  John  Damien  was  fired 
from  his  job  as  a  steward  with  the  Ontario  Racing 
Commission.  His  superior  told  the  Globe  and  Mail 
that  this  was  done  because  Damien  was  gay.  John 
launched  a  lawsuit  against  those  who  fired  him.  He 
was  seeking  damages  and  reinstatement  to  a  job  he 
had,  it  was  commonly  agreed,  performed  excep- 
tionally well. 

It  was  the  first  gay  rights  case  to  grab  Canada's 
attention  from  coast  to  coast.  You  may  have  read 
about  it  in  the  straight  press  or  heard  John  on  one  of 
his  speaking  tours,  or  perhaps  even  contributed  to 
his  Defence  Fund. 

John  Damien's  resolute  fight  energized  many  of 
us  and  led  to  increased  activism  in  the  struggle  for 
job  protections  under  human  rights  codes.  It  is  still 
being  cited  as  a  signal  instance  of  the  kind  of  dis- 
crimination we  are  trying  to  eliminate. 

Gay  people  in  Canada  and  elsewhere  around  the 
world  have  made  some  astonishing  advances  during 


these  five  years.  But  John  Damien's  case  is  still  not 
resolved. 

The  opposition  is  spending  an  estimated  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  fight  John's  claim  for 
reinstatement,  and  are  doing  their  best  to  kill  the 
case  with  expensive  legal  tactics  rather  thjm  let  a 
jury  decide  on  the  matter.  See  the  news  in  this  issue 
for  their  latest  maneuvres  if  you  really  want  to  get 
angry  at  injustice. 

SEND  YOUR  LETTERS  AND  DONATIONS  TO 


The 
Committee  to  Defend 

John  Damien 

BOX  608,  STATION  K,  TORONTO  M4P  2H1 


John,  meanwhile,  is  supporting  himself  with  a 
job  in  a  bakery  and  spending  his  evening  hours 
keeping  his  case  going.  A  number  of  supporters  a- 
cross  the  country  have  stuck  with  him  and  with  the 
activities  of  the  Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien;  others  have  not  persevered.  And  a  lot  of 
gay  people  have  come  out  in  the  last  five  years  with- 
out ever  hearing  of  the  case. 

Can  you  stick  with  John  Damien?  Join  him?  Or 
re-join  him  in  his  fight?  Why  not  do  two  things  to- 
day. Send  him  a  personal  letter  telling  him  of  your 
support  for  his  perseverance.  And  send  the  Com- 
mittee to  Defend  John  Damien  a  donation  of  $5 .00. 
That's  one  dollar  for  each  year  that  the  case  has 
gone on. 

As  the  news  story  indicates,  the  case  is  still  mov- 
ing towards  court.  But  we  need  to  show  John  our 
continuing  support  now,  in  a  birthday  gesture. 

Even  after  five  years,  the  principle  remains: 
When  he  wins,  we  all  win. 


2/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


FEBRUARY  1980 


"The  liberation  of  homosexuals 

can  only  be  the  work 

of  homosexuals  themselves." 

—  Kurt  Hiller,  1921  — 

The  Collective 

Christine  Bearchell,  Rick  B^bout, 

Gerald  Hannon,  Ross  Irwin,  Bill  Lewis, 

Tim  McCaskell,  Alan  McLean,  Paul  Trollope, 

Alexander  Wilson 

Designer 
Kirk  Kelly 

The  News 
Gerald  Hannon,  Bill  Lewis 

Chris  Bearchell,  Doug  Durand,  Ross  Irwin, 

Paul  Leonard,  Michael  Lynch,  Alan  McLean, 

Paul  Trollope,  Robert  Trow  (Toronto  News  StafO 

Maurice  Beaulieu  (Quebec),  Russ  Congdon 

(Calgary),  Ron  Dayman  (Montreal), 

David  Garmaise  (Ottawa),  Education  Collective, 

Gay  Community  Centre  (Saskatoon), 

Elizabeth  Bolton  (Montreal),  Ric  Langford 

(Victoria),  Rob  Joyce  (Vancouver), 

Jim  Mendenhall  (Brandon),  Jim  Monk 

(Windsor),  Robin  Metcalfe  (Halifax), 

Bob  Radke  (Edmonton),  Stuart  Russell 

(Montreal),  JoeSzalai  (Kitchener), 

James  Thatcher  (London) 

Tim  McCaskell  (International) 

Leo  Casey,  Tony  Sousa 

Our  Image 
Alexander  Wilson 

Michael  Lynch,  Gerry  Oxford, 
Tom  Suddon,  James  Tennyson 

Features 

Chris  Bearchell,  Rick  Biboul, 

Gerald  Hannon,  Ed  Jackson 

Murray  Kelley 

Columns 

Michael  Lynch,  Ken  Popert,  Jane  Rule 
Mariana  Valverde,  Ian  Young 

Letters/Community  Page 
Rick  Mbout/Paul  Trollope 

Layout  and  Production 
Rick  Beboul 

Paul  Aboud,  Michael  B,  Chris  Davis, 

Dom  DeCaen,  Richard  Fung,  Robin  Hardy, 

Gary  Jaynes,  Murray  Kelley,  Gail  Lynch, 

Stephen  MacDonald 

Typesetting:  Pinktype,  Toronto 

Printing:  Delta  Web  Graphics,  Scartwrough 

Advertising 
Ross  Irwin,  Alexander  Wilson 

Dan  Jellis,  Michael  Perreault, 
Richard  Sutton,  Bob  Wells 

Promotion 
Rick  Bibout,  Gerald  Hannon 

Subscriptions  and  Distribution 
Chris  Bearchell,  Ross  Irwin, 
Alan  McLean,  Robert  Trow 

Bill  Brown,  Allan  Earle,  Chris  Hanrahan, 
Tom  Hanrahan,  Joe  McNemey,  Cato  Lindsay, 

Lucio,  David  Marriage,  Michael  Riordon, 

Tony  Souza,  Roger  Spaulding,  Bob  Wallace, 

Grant  Weaver 

Office 
Rick  Bibout,  Gerald  Hannon 

Paul  Aboud,  Paul  Leonard, 

Stephen  MacDonald,  Michael  Petty, 

Billy  Sutherland,  Bob  Wells,  Ken  West 

The  Body  Politic  a  published  ten  limes  a  year  by  Pink 
Triangle  Preis.  a  non-profit  corporation,  as  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  building  of  the  gay  movement  and  the  growth 
of  gay  consciousness.  Responsibility  for  the  content  of 
Thr  Body  Poliiic  rests  with  the  Body  Politic  Collective, 
an  autonomous  body  operating  within  Pink  Triangle 
Press.  The  collective  is  a  group  of  people  who  regularly 
give  their  lime  and  labour  to  the  production  of  this 
magazine.  The  opinions  of  the  collective  are  represented 
only  in  editorials  and  clearly  marked  editorial  essays 
Offices  of  Thr  Body  Polilic  are  located  at  24  Duncan 
Street  (fifth  floor;  in  Toronto. 

The  publication  of  an  adverusemeni  in  Thr  Body 
Politic  docs  not  mean  that  the  collective  endorses  the 
advertiser. 

Mailing  addrcs-:  The  Body  Politic,  Boi  72<9.  Station  A 

Toronto.  Ontario.  Canada  MSW  1X9 

Phone:  (416)  863-6320 

Available  on  microfilm  frocn: 

MacLaren  Micropublishing.  Box  972.  Station  t- 

Toronto,  Onlario.  Canada  M4Y  2N9 

Copyright'    I9S0  Pink  Triangle  Press 

2nd  Clau  Mail  Registration  No  3243 

ISSN  03 IS  3606 

The  Body  Politic  n  a  mrrobcr  of 

the  (  aruidiin  I>esbian  and  (•■>  RlghL«Coalilion, 

lh«  (  oitillon  for  (>a>  Righu  In  Onlario. 

and  Ihr  (  anadian  Periodical  PublWwrs   A>ao«.latlon 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  IN  CANADA 


Thislssne 


John  Sewell 

one  year  later  . .  p23 

His  speech  last  year  in  defence  of 
gay  rights  caused  a  stir  that  would 
have  impressed  his  firey  pred- 
ecessor, William  Lyon  Mackenzie, 
but  has  John  Sewell  toned  down 
his  act  since  then?  Did  he  ever 
reaUy  wear  cowboy  boots?  And 
have  they  been  traded  for  a  three- 
piece  suit?  Chris  Bearchell  and 
Ed  Jackson  probe. 

School  daze plO 

Montreal's  Catholic  school  board 
got  quite  a  shock  when  a  judge 
told  them  you  can't  refuse  to  rent 
meeting  space  to  gays  simply  be- 
cause they're  sinful.  Stuart  Russell 
analyses  the  first  court  test  of 
Quebec's  human  rights  protection. 

Headway p27 

It  begins  "Once  upon  a  time..." 
but  it  is  not  a  fairy  tale.  You  are 
far  too  likely  to  recognize  yourself. 
One  of  the  winners  in  The  Great 
Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction 
Contest. 
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Cruising  plans  . .  p18 

We  all  know  it's  probably  going 
to  be  horrible,  but  aren't  you  just 
dying  to  see  Cruising'}  In  "Between 
the  Lines,"  Ken  Popert  says  we 
should,  and  that  we  should  help 
others  see  it,  too  —  through  our 
eyes.  Scott  Tucker  has  more  ideas 
in  the  Letters  (p4),  and  "Monitor" 
(p34)  peers  at  Mandate  peering  at 
extras  appearing  in  the  film. 

In  the  reviews  . .  p29 

Dyke-analysis  in  a  new  book  on 
lesbian  couples;  coffeetable  kinks 
in  two  gay  sex-survey  reports; 
bullies,  sissies  and  stars  for  kids; 
a  fey  Walt  Whitman;  a  dapper 
Hart  Crane;  Guy  Hocquenghem 
bombing  in  his  own  film;  varieties 
of  rape;  Peter  and  Benny  at  the 
piano;  a  trek  from  the  Paris 
barricades  of  1%8  to  a  new  gay 
journal;  Aesthetera;  et  cetera. 


fist-fucldng: p43 


Mariana  Valverde  reads  a  "truly 
shocking"  pamphlet  on  lesbian 
S&M,  discovers  there  are  36  pos- 
sible ramifications  of  the  Hanky 
Colour  Code  —  and  wonders 


The  cover:  Mayor  Sewell  was  photographed 
at  the  1979  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 
rally  by  Frank  Rooney;  Gerald  Hannon  shot 
the  1980 photo  during  TBP's  interview  with 
Sewell  on  January  10.  Cover  design  is  by 
Rick  B^bout. 


whether  the  real  chains  are  the 
ones  tying  lesbian  S&M  to  a 
patriarchal  upbringing  and  "the 
impossible  dream  of  endless 
orgasm."  On  "The  Back  Page." 


No  pityp 
no  sorrow 


They  are  blind,  or  deaf,  or  spend 
most  of  their  lives  in  wheelchairs. 
A  lot  of  them  are  also  gay,  and 
they're  demanding  a  place  in  our 
community.  A  report  on  the  gay 
handicapped  by  Gerald  Hannon. 

Regular  bits 

Letters,  p4;  Editorial,  p6; 
So's  Your  Grandmother,  p26; 
The  Ivory  Tunnel,  p35; 
Classifieds,  p36;  Community 
Page,  p  40. 
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Encore  Travel 

now  with  two  locations  to  serve  you! 


487  1/2  Church  Street 
Toronto 
Telephone:  961-8861 


193  Cariton  Street 

Toronto 

Itlephone:  922-1693 


We're  Number  One  in  Gay  Travel 


TWERTONS 

Restaurant  and  Lounge 

580  Parliament  Street  (at  Wellesley) 

Telephone  922-6655 


Sunday  Brunch 
12:00-3:00  p.m. 

Dinner  6:00-10:00  p.m. 

Tuesday- Friday 
Lunch  12:00-2:30  p.m. 
Dinner  6:00-11:00  p.m. 

Saturday-  Dinner  only 
6:00-11:00  p.m. 

Closed  Monday 


Bourgeois  bun-pinching 


Licensed  by  L.C.B.O. 


I  was  very  disappointed  to  read  your  res- 
taurant review  in  your  last  issue  ("By- 
products of  liberation:  gay  eateries,"  by 
Michael  Lynch  in  TBP,  Dec/ Jan).  I 
found  it  offensive  in  more  ways  than  I 
want  to  go  into  here. 

Now  we  too  have  our  very  own  res- 
taurants where  we  can  pinch  the  waiter's 
buns  and  make  a  date  with  the  coatcheck 
boy.  How  heterosexually  equivalent  we 
have  become! 

This  article,  plus  a  few  others  that 
have  appeared  lately,  is  so  downtown, 
city-of-Toronto-oriented  that  I  question 
what  type  of  audience  you're  aiming  at. 
Toronto's  homo  bourgeoisie? 

I  also  wish  to  make  a  correction.  As  of 
November  22,  1979,  my  baked  goods 
have  not  been  available  at  Crispins  Res- 
taurant. 

Dennis  Findlay 
Toronto 

Michael  Lynch  replies: 
That '  'review ' '  has  stimulated  extensive 
discussion  in  the  collective  and  elsewhere 
concerning  TBP's  coverage  of  the  grow- 
ing Toronto  "ghetto."  I  understood  it 
to  be  a  toe-in-the-water  column,  and 
personally  feel  that  the  subsequent  dis- 
cussions have  generated  much  firmer 
ideas  as  to  how  to  proceed  with  such 
coverage  than  I  had  when  I  wrote  it. 

I  see  no  reason  to  deplore  the  increase 
in  both  the  number  and  kinds  of  settings 
where  gay  women  and  men  can  be  open- 
ly goy.  Indeed,  I'm  still  ready  to  rejoice 
over  such  settings. 

But  that  is  but  one  of  the  criteria  to 
use  in  assessing  them.  Future  coverage 
of  this  sort,  I  hope,  will  examine  gay 
businesses  on  their  responsibilities  to  the 
gay  community,  on  the  working  condi- 
tions for  employees,  on  the  honesty  or 
dishonesty  in  their  commercial  hype. 

It  should  be  transparent  that  gay  own- 
ership does  not  eliminate  the 
exploitation  of  gays  as  workers  and  cus- 
tomers; I  think  TBP  would  be  very 
interested  to  hear  of  particular  cases  of 
exploitation  in  the  hopes  that  it  could 
point  them  out,  even  as  it  continues  (I 
hope)  to  point  out  some  of  the  advan- 
tages of  having  a  growing  gay  business 
sector. 

I  entitled  the  column  "By-products  of 
liberation, "  and  would  never  claim  that 
gay  business  is  more  than  a  by-product. 
The  slogan  '  'Buy  gay ' '  strikes  me  as  es- 
pecially pernicious  in  its  echo  of  "Be 
gay,  "as  if  you  have  to  have  consumer 
power  to  come  out. 

"Self-oppressive  dribble" 

Thank  something  (and  certainly  not  g-d) 
that  Ken  Popert  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Body  Politic  collective.  This  is  my  react- 
ion to  the  self-oppressive  dribble  writ- 
ten by  him  in  the  "Between  the  Lines" 
column  (TBP,  Dec  1979/ Jan  1980). 

In  the  column  he  gives  excuses  (and 
they  are  excuses,  not  reasons)  as  to  why 
he  should  celebrate  Christmas.  In  effect, 
he  tells  us  that  to  celebrate  Christmas  is 
hypocritical.  He  then  goes  on  to  try  and 
justify  his  hypocrisy. 

I  agree  that  not  to  celebrate  Christmas 
does  not  remove  it  from  society,  but  it 
does  help  us  to  a  point  to  remove  it  from 
our  own  hves. 


Ken  Popert  says  that  to  abstain  from 
celebrating  is  to  accept  that  we  sue  not 
part  of  society.  We  are  not  part  of  so- 
ciety, and  I  would  not  want  us  to  be.  In 
plain  terms,  society  looks  on  gays  as  shit 
and  treats  us  as  shit.  Is  Ken  Pojjert  wil- 
ling to  accept  himself  as  shit? 

To  try  and  adapt  Christmas  for  gays  is 
still  saying  essentially  that  it  is  worth  cel- 
ebrating. Are  2(X)0  years  of  horrible  op- 
pression worth  celebrating?  It  is  self-op- 
pressive to  try  and  fit  ourselves  to 
straight  patterns  of  lifestyle  and 
thought;  the  patterns  that  have  always 
put  us  down. 

I  also  want  to  object  to  the  woolly 
language  used  towards  the  end  of  the 
article.  The  use  of  almost  religious  im- 
agery creates  a  picture  of  Ken  Popert  ri- 
ding across  the  sky  in  a  fiery  chariot 
leading  us  all  to  a  brave  new  world! 

Finally,  and  on  a  different  note,  I 
want  to  attack  the  use  of  sexist  langu- 


age in  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
column.  Ken  Popert  sees  virtue  as  fe- 
male. This  patronizing  attitude  towards 
women  is  inexcusable.  Our  language  has 
been  fashioned  by  society  and  therefore 
reflects  the  attitudes  of  society.  If  we  are 
going  to  fight  those  attitudes  we  must 
fight  sexist  language. 
Edward  Bell 
London,  England 

Ken  Popert  replies: 
The  differences  between  Edward  Bell's 
philosophy  and  my  own  form  too  exten- 
sive a  subject  to  be  handled  in  this  small 
space.  Because  views  such  as  his  are 
widespread  and  dangerous,  I  promise  to 
tackle  them  in  a  future  column. 

Edward  Bell's  charge  of  sexism  is  mis- 
placed. In  the  fall  of  1 793,  in  a  move  to 
overthrow  Christianity,  the  French  re- 
volutionary assembly  instituted  the  Cult 
of  Reason.  In  the  central  ritual  of  the 
cult,  performed  Nov  7  and  several  times 
thereafter,  a  woman  portraying  Reason 
was  enthroned  in  the  cathedral  of  Notre 
Dame,  renamed  the  Temple  of  Reason. 

I  mistakenly  referred  to  the  goddess  as 
Virtue,  having  confused  the  cult  with  the 
succeeding  Cult  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
fostered  by  Robespierre,  which  exalted 
equality  and  virtue  as  the  twin  pillars  of 
republican  democracy. 

Cruising  tactics 

In  the  January  issue  of  The  Body  Poli- 
tic, Michael  Lynch  suggested  that  if  the 
movie  Cruising  opens  in  your  city,  gay 
people  should  "organize  a  massive  gay 
audience  on  the  first  night,  and  from 
then  on,  picket." 

I  think  this  is  a  fine  and  practical  sug- 
gestion. I  and  others  have  grave  doubts 
that  an  across-the-board,  absolute  boy- 
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**Be  inventive:  use  the  force 
of  Hollywood  against  it.  Make  Cruising 
our  event  by  forging  an  educational  tool 

out  of  a  vicious  film." 


cott  will  succeed,  even  though  this  has 
been  the  stated  strategy  of  the  Campaign 
Against  the  Movie  Cruising  (CATMC).  I 
do  support  CATMC  and  am  a  member 
myself,  but  have  written  to  them  urging 
that  they  consider  Lynch's  strategy  in- 
stead. 

In  addition,  I'd  suggest  that  the  mas- 
sive, first-night  audience  of  gay  people 
should  not  leave  the  theater  when  the 
movie  ends.  Instead,  stage  a  sit-in  and 
hold  a  speak-out  on  the  movie.  Perhaps 
begin  with  a  run-down  on  the  history 
and  abuse  connected  with  the  film  —  a 
fthe/ run-down  by  someone  who  knows 
the  facts.  Have  informational  leaflets  a- 
vailable.  Then  open  the  floor  to  the  aud- 
ience, hmiting  speakers  to  three  or  four 
minutes.  Be  inventive:  use  the  force  of 
Hollywood  against  it.  Make  their  movie 
our  event  by  forging  an  educational  and 
organizing  tool  out  of  a  vicious  film. 
Publicize  this  event  to  the  gay  commun- 
ity well  ahead  of  opening  night. 

Then  by  all  means  picket  and  cripple 
the  profits  of  Friedkin  and  Lorimar  Pro- 
ductions. We  know  gay  people  have  a 
legitimate  curiosity  about  this  film  and 
many  will  go  see  it:  so  make  the  first  (or 
first  few)  nights  a  political  party.  If  you 
agree  with  this  strategy  or  have  other 
ideas,  join  CATMC  and  let  them  know 
~  write  to  CATMC,  PO  Box  32,  Lenox 
Hill  Station,  New  York,  NY,  10021 .  Re- 
member, Cruising  opens  in  mid-Febru- 
ary! 

PS:  Loved  the  interview  with  Pat 
Bond,  and  got  a  good  giggle  from  Gary 
Ostrom's  cartoons. 

Scott  Tucker, 
Philadelphia 

Sun  burned 

Regarding  your  story,  "Five-year  battle 
comes  to  an  end  as  the  Sun  accepts  Gay 
Tide  ad"  (TBP,  Dec/ Jan):  it  contains  a 
number  of  inaccuracies. 

I  have  talked  to  Bob  Joyce  but  am  cer- 
tain that  he  and  I  have  not  met.  I  have 
not  told  him  or  anyone  else  that  The  Sun 
would  not  accept  advertising  from  The 
Body  Politic.  I  did  tell  him  and  others 
who  inquired  that  The  Sun  would  not 
accept  advertising  for  a  specific  issue  of 
a  publication,  be  it  The  Body  Politic  or 
Gay  Tide  or  whatever,  which  contained 
an  article  like  "Men  Loving  Boys  Lov- 
ing Men"  or  other  articles  which  were 
perceived  to  be  advocating  pedophilia.  1 
did  not  use  the  word  disgusting  but  said 
our  judgment  would  be  based  on  our 
perception  of  material  offensive  to  a 
broad  section  of  our  reading  public. 

We  have  not  turned  down  an  ad  from 
the  Lesbian  Information  Line;  we  have 
carried  it  several  times. 

I  trust  these  corrections  will  appear  in 
due  course. 

C  Jf  Davey 

Publisher 

The  Vancouver  Sun 

Basement  Catholics 

I  was  always  under  the  impression  that 
people  became  members  of  a  particular 
church  because  of  a  shared  belief  in  the 
teachings  of  that  religious  group. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the 
writers  of  the  Catholic  doctrine  believe 


practicing  homosexuals  are  sinners  —  or 
to  say  the  least,  are  not  acceptable.  If  we 
don't  believe  this,  why  would  any  of  us 
decide  to  become  a  member  of  the  Cath- 
olic faith?  If  the  object  is  to  worship  the 
God  of  their  choice  in  the  church  of  their 
choice,  why  can't  they  enter  the  main- 
stream of  the  other  parishoners  in  this 
objective? 

I  suggest  that  by  remaining  segregated 
basement  Catholics,  we  are  giving  merit 
to  their  beliefs  that  we  are  wrong  in 
being  practicing  homosexuals. 

//  we  segregate  ourselves, ;/  we  are 
content  on  the  sidehnes  of  the  church, 
if  we  think  we  are  inferior  to  heterosex- 
uals in  any  way,  we  deserve  to  be  tossed 
out  of  the  basement  and  into  the  street. 

To  end  on  a  lighter  note,  I  find  it  iron- 
ic that  the  word  segregate  means  to  sep- 
arate from  a  mass. 
Cate  Lazarov 
North  Bay,  Ontario 

Closing  with  a  bang 

Tell  the  scorekeeper  to  chalk  up  another 
point  for  us! 

At  Dalhousie  University  in  Halifax,  a 
first  Collective  Agreement  between  the 
University  and  the  Dalhousie  Faculty 
Association  was  signed  on  12  November 
1979.  The  article  in  that  agreement  pro- 
hibiting discrimination  sets  out  carefully 
many  grounds  on  which  it  will  hence- 
forth be  illegal  to  discriminate  (either  for 
or  against)  in  making  important  deci- 
sions about  people  at  Dalhousie.  Sexual 
orientation  is  one  of  those  specified 
grounds. 

Dalhousie  becomes,  with  the  signing 
of  this  contract,  an  institution  with  an 
officially  non-discriminatory  policy 
toward  gay  people. 

It  is  significant  for  such  an  undertak- 
ing to  appear  in  a  collective  agreement  in 
Nova  Scotia,  partly  because  this  policy 
now  has  the  force  of  law,  and  partly  be- 
cause such  clauses  appear  in  agreements 
here  relatively  infrequently.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  will  encourage  other 
groups  to  include  sexual  orientation 
among  the  rights  for  which  they  demand 
protection  when  negotiating  their  own    " 
contracts. 

The  anti-discrimination  clause  was 
widely  supported  on  campus  during  the 
negotiating  of  the  contract. 
Administration  attempts  to  hedge  the 
sexual  orientation  issue  (and  others)  met 
opposition  throughout  the  Faculty  As- 
sociation. With  this  support,  our  nego- 
tiators were  successful  in  getting  the  Un- 
iversity to  acknowledge  and  agree  to  up- 
hold a  broad  range  of  human  rights  of 
faculty  and  librarian  employees. 

If,  as  Michael  Lynch  says  {TBP,  July 
1979),  the  "human  rights  decade"  is 
drawing  to  a  close,  it  is  closing  here  in 
Halifax  not  with  a  whimper,  but  a  bang! 
Tom  Flemming 
Librarian  at  Dalhousie 
Halifax 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters.  Love 
us,  hale  us,  agree  or  disagree  —  hut  left  us 
why  and  lake  the  opportunity  lo  lei  other 
oeople  know,  loo.  Send  your  letters  and  sub- 
missions to  TBP,  Box  7289,  Station  A. 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Submissions  for 
"Taking  Issue"  should  be  marked  as  such, 
and  should  noi  exceed  1,000  words. 
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Although  you  would  never  guess  it  from  the  posturing  of  some  politicians  or  the 
antidemocratic  din  raised  by  the  media  about  "unnecessary  elections,"  there  are  real 
issues  facing  all  of  us  during  the  current  federal  election  campaign. 

The  trend  to  greater  police  powers  and  recent  revelations  about  RCMP  law- 
breakers have  become  more  and  more  frightening.  As  a  traditional  target  of  police 
harassment,  gay  people  have  a  special  interest  in  seeing  police  power  curbed,  crimin- 
al cops  jailed  and  the  rule  of  law  restored. 

The  Liberal  Party  of  Canada,  during  a  decade  in  power,  turned  a  blind  eye  to 
police  misconduct.  The  Progressive  Conservative  Party,  during  its  recent  six-month 
rule,  offered  to  legalize,  after  the  fact,  criminal  activity  by  police  agencies.  Of  the 
major  political  parties,  only  the  New  Democrats  have  stood  for  the  continued  rule  of 
law  in  this  country. 

Unemployment,  coupled  with  cuts  in  social  services  like  unemployment  insurance, 
also  strikes  especially  hard  at  gays  and  women.  A  lot  of  us  don't  have  families  to  fall 
back  on  for  economic  support.  The  threat  of  dismissal  carries  a  lot  more  weight 
when  jobs  are  scarce.  It  gets  harder  for  gay  people  to  come  out  —  and  stay  out. 
And  in  the  past  when  we  have  been  pushed  back  into  the  closet,  our  movement  and 
its  power  to  change  the  conditions  under  which  we  live  has  diminished  —  even 
disappeared. 

Historically,  social  tensions,  such  as  widespread  unemployment,  contribute  to  ho- 
mophobia. The  tendency  of  the  powerless  to  seek  scapegoats,  to  blame  vulnerable 
minorities  for  social  deterioration,  is  well  documented. 

Under  the  Liberals,  unemployment  rose  to  levels  unknown  since  the  depression  of 
the  1930s.  When  they  came  to  power,  the  Tories  slashed  social  services,  driving 
people  closer  to  economic  ruin,  in  order  to  reduce  corporate  taxation.  The  NDP 
offers  a  programme  of  job-creation  aimed  at  full  employment. 

Neither  the  Liberals  nor  the  Conservatives  have  anything  to  offer  by  way  of  ex- 
tending human  rights  coverage  to  gay  women  and  men.  The  NDP  has  a  six-point 
programme  which,  if  implemented,  would  declare  war  on  discrimination  against 
gays  in  all  areas  under  federal  jurisdiction.  Given  the  constitutional  and  economic 
crises  through  which  Canada  is  now  passing,  these  rights  are  more  important  to  us 
than  ever  before. 

While  in  agreement  on  the  importance  of  these  issues.  The  Body  Politic  collective 
finds  itself  divided  on  whether  or  not  to  urge  support  for  the  NDP  in  this  election. 

We  do  not  doubt  that,  in  terms  of  promises,  the  NDP  offers  a  substantially  better 
programme  than  the  other  parties.  Yet  our  enthusiasm  must  be  tempered  by  the  per- 
formance of  the  NDP  on  those  occasions  when  it  has  held  office. 

Writing  a  programme  and  exercising  power  are  two  very  different  things.  Any 
party  which  forms  a  government  faces  the  long-established  direction  and  momentum 
of  a  bureaucracy  and  the  demands  of  power  blocs,  Uke  business  and  labour,  which 
cannot  be  reconciled.  A  party  which,  in  opposition,  faithfully  articulates  the  needs 
of  one  constituency  must,  on  assuming  power,  switch  to  mediation  between  constit- 
uencies or  face  social  upheaval. 

That,  we  suggest,  is  the  explanation  for  the  disappointing  record  of  some  NDP 
provincial  governments. 

The  problems  which  now  face  gay  people  and  many  other  oppressed  groups  seem 
too  deep-rooted  to  be  affected  by  election  promises.  We  are  also  convinced  that  real 
change  will  not  come  from  the  promises  of  any  party.  Change  will  come  when  we  can 
begin  to  alter  the  balance  of  power  in  Canada. 

Our  power  resides  in  our  ability  to  organize  ourselves,  our  ability  to  come  together 
and  make  our  own  politics.  And  at  present  our  ability  to  organize  ourselves  may  de- 
pend, in  part,  on  keeping  the  forces  represented  by  the  Liberal  and  Progressive  Con- 
servative parties  at  bay.  If  we  can  do  that  by  spending  two  minutes  in  a  polling 
station,  shouldn't  we? 

But  even  those  twp  minutes  will  be  utterly  wasted  if  they  are  not  matched  by  many 
more  spent  on  constructing  our  own  community,  making  our  own  politics,  building 
our  own  power.  Changing  the  world  is  too  important  to  be  left  to  parliaments  and 
politicians.  D 


...and  five  years 


This  month  marks  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  fateful  day  in  February,  1975,  when 
John  Damien,  a  steward  with  the  Ontario  Racing  Commission,  walked  into  the 
office  of  the  Ministry  of  Consumer  and  Commercial  Relations  and  was  told  he  was 
fired.  But  February,  1980  marks  another  anniversary  —  the  beginning  of  a  fight.  A 
very  long  fight.  For  the  last  five  years,  Damien's  ex-employers  have  been  using  every 
legal  delaying  tactic  possible  to  prevent  his  case  from  reaching  trial. 

Some  of  Damien's  adversaries  are  now  resorting  to  tactics  that  indicate  a  certain 
desperation.  The  court  is  being  asked  to  make  John  put  up  $93,000  as  security  in  the 
event  that  he  is  ordered  to  pay  legal  costs.  If  he  can't  come  up  with  that  kind  of 
money,  they  are  saying,  he  had  better  drop  the  case. 

Damien's  opposition  is  scared.  They  don't  want  his  case  to  come  to  trial.  They 
have  everything  to  lose  if  their  dirty  laundry  is  made  public. 

It  will  be.  John  Damien  has  not  come  this  far  only  to  give  up.  For  five  years  now, 
his  courage  and  determination  have  been  an  example  for  us  all.  They  still  are.D 
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TheNews 


Judge  orders  materials  back, 
tells  Crown  to  pay  court  costs 


TORONTO  —  The  two-year-old  cam- 
paign to  harass  The  Body  Politic  and  its 
readers  sustained  a  double  defeat  De- 
cember 27  in  Courtroom  25  of 
Toronto's  Old  City  Hall. 

First,  Ontario  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Sydney  M  Harris  told  the  Crown  that  it 
must  return  every  scrap  of  material 
seized  December  30,  1977,  in  a  police 
raid  on  the  paper's  offices. 

Then,  taking  a  completely  unexpected 
step,  Harris  went  on  to  order  the  Crown 
to  reimburse  TBP  for  all  expenses  in- 
curred in  seeking  the  court  order  for  the 
return  of  the  materials. 

The  awarding  of  costs  in  a  criminal 
proceeding  is  highly  unusual,  and  can 
only  be  construed  as  a  calmly  consider- 
ed slap  at  the  police  and  the  Crown. 
Harris  allowed  30  days  (until  January 
26)  for  compliance  with  the  order,  or  for 
asking  a  higher  court  to  overturn  it.  As  of 
press  date,  January  22,  no  such  appeal 
has  been  launched,  but  neither  have  the 
materials  been  returned  to  TBP's  office. 

Body  Politic  Collective  member  Rick 
Bebout  had  mixed  feelings  about  the 
turn  of  events. 

"It's  gratifying  that  the  Crown  has 
been  nailed,  flnally,  for  perpetrating  this 
kind  of  abusive  injustice.  But  it  makes 
me  angry  that  it's  taken  so  much  effort 
to  secure  this  little  bit  of  justice.  No 
amount  of  money  can  erase  what  has 
been  done  to  us." 

Harris's  findings  against  the  Crown 
were  made  as  he  rendered  his  decision  on 
a  motion  placed  before  him  October  26 
by  Pink  Triangle  Press,  TBP's 
publisher. 

Except  for  a  few  documents  and  some 
books  returned  September  8,  1978  and 
May  4,  1979,  the  Crown  has  continued 
to  hold  the  material,  even  though  Pink 
Triangle  Press  and  its  three  directors 
were  acquitted  last  February  14  of  a 
charge  of  using  the  mail  to  transmit  im- 
moral, indecent  or  scurrilous  matter. 

That  acquittal  was  appealed  by  the 
Crown.  The  appeal  is  scheduled  to  be 
heard  February  7  and  8. 

In  requesting  the  order  for  return, 
Pink  Triangle  counsel  Clayton  Ruby 
maintained  that  the  Crown  had  no  legit- 
imate reason  to  retain  the  seized  material 
after  acquittal. 

Ruby  pointed  out  that  none  of  the  ma- 
terial was  introduced  as  evidence,  and 
argued  that,  once  the  trial  concluded 
January  9,  the  Crown  had  no  good  rea- 
son to  retain  it. 

Representing  the  Crown,  Ian 
MacDonnell  said  the  Crown  would  need 
the  material  as  evidence  if  its  appeal  of 
the  acquittal  is  successful  and  a  new  trial 
is  ordered. 

Responding  to  MacDonnell,  Ruby 
noted  that  the  accused  had  already  ad- 
mitted at  trial  all  of  the  facts  which 
could  possibly  be  proven,  and  that  these 
admissions  would  be  binding  in  any  new 
trial.  Ruby  was  referring  to  the  fact  thai, 
at  the  beginning  of  last  year's  trial,  the 
accused  agreed  to  admit  certain  facts 
rather  than  making  the  Crown  present 
evidence  to  establish  them. 


The  admissions  made  were  that  the  ac- 
cused were  directors  of  Pink  Triangle 
Press,  that  the  Press  published  The  Body 
Politic,  that  the  Press  published  the 
issue  in  question,  that  the  Press  used  the 
mails  to  distribute  it,  that  a  complaint 
was  made  against  the  issue,  that  the  issue 
contained  an  article,  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men"  under  the  byline  of  Gerald 
Hannon,  and  that  responsibility  for  the 
magazine  lies  with  The  Body  Politic  Col- 
lective, including  two  of  the  accused. 

These  admissions  were  made  because 
the  accused  wished  the  trial  to  proceed 
not  on  technicalities,  but  on  the  question 
whether  TBP  was,  as  charged,  indecent, 
immoral  or  scurrilous. 

In  rendering  his  decision  on  the  mo- 
tion for  an  order  for  return,  Harris 
agreed  completely  with  Ruby.  He  declar- 
ed: "Everything  (contained  in  the  mat- 
erial) necessary  to  establish  the  Crown's 
case  had  been  admitted." 

Then,  citing  two  other  cases,  he  went 
on:  "In  the  two  criminal  cases  cited,  it 
was  the  plea  of  the  accused  through 
Counsel  that  was  held  admissable 
against  him  in  a  new  trial. 

"If  a  plea  is  admissible,  it  appears  to 
me  a  fortiori  that  lesser  matters,  that  is, 
matters  of  evidentiary  facts,  are  admis- 
sible against  an  accused." 

"The  cases  I  have  indicated  permit  the 
use  against  the  accused  of  such  admis- 
sions in  new  trials." 

Harris  then  announced  his  finding: 
"The  articles  seized  being  only  necessary 
to  prove  facts,  all  of  which,  insofar  as 
the  Crown's  case  is  concerned,  are  ad- 
mitted, are  no  longer  required  for  the 
purposes  referred  to  in  the  Criminal 
Code. 

"They  have  long  since  ceased  to  be 
needed  for  investigative  purposes  for  the 
charges  against  these  accused  and  they're 
no  longer  required  in  order  to  be  pro- 
duced at  any  trial. 

"The  articles  seized  under  the  search 
warrant  above  referred  to  and  presently 
retained  .  .  .  are  hereby  ordered  to  be 
returned." 

But,  having  made  this  finding,  Harris 
continued:  "Further,  there  was  no  rea- 
son, once  the  admissions  were  made,  for 
the  Crown  to  retain  the  articles  in  quest- 
ion. 


Roy  " Ot  course  I  intend  to  lollow  the  ruling  hand- 
ed down  by  the  court    bulnol  until  the  court 
hands  down  a  ruling  I  intend  to  tollow  " 


"They  could  be  of  no  use  or  advan- 
tage to  the  Crown  and  could  only  cause 
inconvenience,  distress  and,  perhaps, 
monetary  loss  to  the  accused." 

"I  do  hereby  award  the  accused  costs 
against  the  Crown  ..." 

"As  guidance  (in  assessing  costs)  I 
make  the  following  further  comment. 
The  Crown  has  shown  no  reason  for  re- 
tention of  the  seized  material  after  the 
second  day  of  January,  1979,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  costs  should  be  on  an  exem- 
plary, if  not  punitive,  scale." 

Ken  PopertD 

STOP  PRESS 

TORONTO,  5:30  PM.  JAN  21  —  The 
Crown  has  announced  it  will  appeal  an 
order  from  Judge  Sydney  Harris  that 
the  seized  materials  be  returned  to  The 
Body  Politic. 

Pink  Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clayton 
Ruby  told  the  collective  he  had 
received  a  call  from  Sgt  Mace  Arm- 
strong of  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
asking  the  whereabouts  of  the  defend- 
ants in  the  case  so  that  notice  of  appeal 
could  be  served. 

Since  the  announcement  came  only 
hoars  before  press,  it  is  not  clear  on 
what  grounds  the  Crown  is  appealing. 
The  appeal  will  be  heard  in  County 
Court.  D 


CUP  delegates 
back  ad  campaign 

TORONTO  —  Delegates  to  the  national 
conference  of  the  Canadian  University 
Press  (CUP)  voted  almost  unanimously 
to  support  The  Body  Politic  in  its  fight 
against  the  Crown's  appeal  of  its  ac- 
quittal. 

Sixty-six  of  the  sixty-eight  voting 
members  approved  a  motion  January  2 
that  CUP  add  its  name  to  a  large  adver- 
tisement to  appear  this  month  in  the 
Globe  and  Mail.  The  advertisement, 
which  will  ask  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry  to  drop  the  appeal,  will  be 
paid  for  by  the  individuals  and  organi- 
zations signing  it.  It  will  appear  during 
the  first  week  of  February  —  the  appeal 
itself  begins  February  7. 

Moved  by  Jeffrey  Ross  of  The  Peak, 
the  resolution  noted  that  "the  decision 
to  appeal  is  an  attack  on  the  freedom  of 
a  minority  to  express  its  views  in  a  public 
medium,  and  ultimately  questions 
freedom  of  the  press."  Ross  told  TBP 
that  the  motion  was  well  received,  and 
that  delegates  contributed  over  $150 
towards  the  cost  of  the  ad. 

The  conference  was  held  from  Decem- 
ber 26  to  January  3,  and  included  a 
workshop  on  sexual  orientation. n 


Crown  says  judge  too  lenient, 
appeals  suspended  sentences 


WINNIPEG  —  The  Attorney  General's 
department  has  launched  appeal  pro- 
ceedings against  the  sentences  handed 
down  to  three  of  the  15  men  charged  fol- 
lowing a  police  investigation  into  sexual 
activity  involving  men  under  21 .  The 
appeals  continue  the  scandal  which  has 
rocked  Winnipeg  for  over  a  year.  The 
cases  have  involved  the  arrest  and  pros- 
ecution of  adults  for  having  sex  with 
boys  aged  13  to  18,  sometimes  in  ex- 
change for  money  or  food. 

Provincial  Court  Judge  Ian  Dubienski 
granted  suspended  sentences  in  early 
November  to  two  Winnipeg  men,  and  a 
two-year  probation  to  a  third.  The  sus- 
pended sentences  had  been  granted  Pat- 
rick Francis  Jemmet  on  two  counts  of 
buggery  and  one  of  gross  indecency  in- 
volving males  between  the  ages  of  16  and 
18,  and  Clifford  Thomas  Everton  on 
one  charge  of  buggery.  The  charge 
against  Everton  involved  an  18-year-old 
man  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  several 
months.  Dubienski  imposed  the  proba- 
tion term  on  John  Gordon  Creighton  for 
charges  of  gross  indecency  involving  two 
youths  aged  14  and  15. 

In  its  notice  of  appeal,  the  attorney 
general's  department  contended  that  the 
sentences  were  "clearly  inadequate,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  nature  of  the  offences 
committed,  and  the  maximum  penalties 
provided  by  law." 

In  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada,  bug- 
gery is  punishable  by  a  maximum  14 
years  in  prison.  Gross  indecency  carries 
a  maximum  five-year  prison  term. 

Meanwhile,  the  trials  and  sentencing 
of  other  men  charged  in  the  investiga- 


tion are  continuing.  Judge  Dubienski 
sentenced  Heinz  Merton  to  two  years 
probation  December  12  for  engaging  in 
fellatio  with  juveniles  aged  13  to  15. 

None  of  the  youths  involved  had  ini- 
tiated a  complaint  with  the  police.  Dur- 
ing the  trial,  the  youths  testified  to  being 
picked  up  repeatedly  by  police,  and 
being  grilled  for  hours  about  customers' 
names. 

Judge  Dubienski  said  that  after  hear- 
ing "five  or  six  such  cases,"  he  found  it 
remarkable  that  the  offences  took  place 
when  the  youths  were  "fugitives"  from 
police. 

It  is  "clear  they  were  all  juvenile  male 
prostitutes,"  the  judge  added. 

"At  no  time  was  there  any  suggestion 
of  seduction  or  force  being  used,  and  in 
many  cases  the  relationship  developed  in 
exchange  for  money,  or  food  and 
lodging." 

The  judge  recommended  the  Manit- 
oba government  ease  its  financial  re- 
straint policy  to  provide  counselling 
clinics,  jobs,  and  other  alternatives  for 
the  hustlers,  similar  to  Vancouver's  pro- 
gramme for  prostitutes. 

Not  all  the  defendants  have  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  receive  suspended  or 
probationary  sentences.  Judge  Arnold 
Conner  sentenced  Bruce  Montgomery  to 
15  months  in  prison  on  charges  of  bug- 
gery and  gross  indecency.  Conner 
acknowledged  that  the  juveniles,  who 
ranged  in  age  from  13  to  17,  were  "con- 
firmed homosexuals  who  performed  sex 
acts  with  males  for  money." 

Alan  McLean  I  ' 
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Labour  Minister's  comments 
earn  liim  "George  Wallace"  title 


EDMONTON  —  Alberta  Labour  Minis- 
ter Les  Young  is  probably  feeling  a  lot 
older  these  days.  And  Alberta's  gays 
have  good  reason  to  be  happy  about  it. 

The  minister's  problems  begem  last 
November  8,  when  he  announced  the 
appointment  of  gay  rights  opponent  Bob 
Lundrigan  to  the  chair  of  the  Alberta 
Human  Rights  Commission.  Things  got 
worse  when,  in  commenting  on  unfav- 
ourable reaction  to  the  appointment, 
Young  aired  his  own  views  on  gay  rights 
and  gay  people. 

Lundrigan  had  been  a  Commission 
member  for  two  years  before  his  ap- 
pointment. Soon  after  he  became  a 
member,  he  said  in  a  CBC  interview  that 
gays  didn't  deserve  protection  in  the  In- 
dividual's Rights  Protection  Act,  Alber- 
ta's human  rights  legislation.  He  went 
on  to  distinguish  himself  at  a  meeting 
last  August  with  gay  representatives  by 
contributing  a  detailed  list  of  incidents 
in  which  gays  were  alleged  to  have  "mo- 
lested" children. 

Lundrigan's  appointment  as  Commis- 
sion chairman  was  attacked  by  Gay  In- 
formation and  Resources  Calgary  as 
"ludicrous,"  and  his  views  as  "alarming 
and  offensive."  Bob  Radke,  speaking 
for  the  Edmonton  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Organization,  called  the  appoint- 
ment "a  frightening  prospect." 

When  Edmonton  Journal  reporter 
Wendy  Koenig  asked  Young  about  the 
criticisms,  he  told  her  he  wasn't  disturb- 
ed by  Lundrigan's  views  on  gay  rights. 
Reporting  her  interview  in  the  Journal 
November  10,  Koenig  also  described  the 
minister's  own  feelings  on  the  subject.  It 
is  Young's  opinion  that: 

•sexual  orientation  is  voluntarily 
chosen  and  therefore  less  deserving  of 
protection  than  involuntary  character- 
istics, such  as  race; 

•people  can  be  discriminated  against 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation  only 
if  they  make  it  known  and,  if  they  make 
it  known,  they  have  to  expect  discrimin- 
ation; and 

•gay  people  who  make  their  sexual  or- 
ientation known  are  flaunting  their  sexual 
predisposition  and  violating  the  rights  of 
others. 

Public  reaction  to  the  minister's  ob- 
servations was  overwhelming  and  nega- 
tive. 

The  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Association  (ALGRA)  said:  "Young's 
comments  reflect  an  ignorance  of  the 
underlying  purpose  of  the  Individual's 
Rights  Protection  Act,  for  which  he  is 
responsible." 

"The  Minister  should  realize  that  dis- 
crimination faced  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men  need  not  be  the  result  of  'flaunt- 
ing' .  .  Community  gossip  and 
innuendo  are  all  that  are  required." 

The  Edmonton  Journal  editorialized: 
"In  other  words,  gay  people  are  out- 
wardly 'normal'  in  every  way  but  one: 
they  must  live  in  humiliation  and  se- 
crecy, knowing  that  people  such  as  Les 
Young  find  them  unacceptable  as 
human  beings  in  one  fundamental  way 
and  would  penalize  them  if  they  knew 


the  facts." 

"Les  Young's  arbitrary  statements  on 
homosexuals  and  his  references  to  mi- 
norities in  general  reveal  a  man  entirely 
unsuited  to  his  political  responsibili- 
ties." 

National  Action  Committee  on  the 
Status  of  Women  representative  Pat 
Preston  called  Young's  remarks  "shock- 
ing and  irresponsible,"  and  also  called 
for  a  review  of  his  and  Lundrigan's  ap- 
pointments. 

Pat  Danforth,  an  activist  for  rights  for 
the  disabled,  characterized  Young  as 
"Alberta's  George  Wallace  without  a 
wheelchair." 

When  contacted  by  The  Body  Politic, 
Lundrigan  said:  "I  would  deplore  any 
denial  of  human  rights  for  anybody  in 
our  society.  People  are  entitled  to  those 
rights;  that  is  my  fundamental  belief, 
moral  principle  and  part  of  my  man- 
date." 

When  asked  whether  he  had  changed 
his  mind  about  putting  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  Alberta's  human  rights  legisla- 
tion, he  replied  that  he  had  been  asked 
by  the  Commission  not  to  disclose  what 
it  was  going  to  recommend  to  the  gov- 
ernment. The  Commission  will  be  sub- 
mitting proposals  for  amendments  to  the 
legislation  February  5. 

Young  did  not  return  calls  from  TBP 
and  no  representative  of  ALGRA  could 
be  reached  for  comment. 

But  The  Body  Politic  has  learned  that 
Young  sent  a  letter  to  ALGRA  in  mid- 
December,  requesting  a  meeting  and  in- 
viting proposals  for  amendments  to  the 
province's  human  rights  law. 

KenPopertD 

Secluded  car  at  night 
not ''private'':  judge 

TORONTO  —  A  man  who  was  inter- 
rupted in  his  car  by  police  while  having 
his  cock  sucked  by  another  man  has 
been  found  guilty  of  committing  an  in- 
decent act  in  a  public  place,  even  though 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  de- 
cided that  a  private  car  is  not  a  public 
place.  The  man's  lawyer  says  he  will 
appeal. 

Joaquim  Darocha  was  given  an  absol- 
ute discharge  by  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Anthony  Charlton,  who  remarked: 
"This  is  a  nasty  little  charge  and  a  nasty 
little  offence.  You  cannot  do  these 
things  in  public  places,  or  places  that 
magistrates  may  find  to  be  public  places, 
as  it  tends  to  scare  people."  Charlton, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  recently-appoint- 
ed Provincial  Court  judges,  rejected  arg- 
uments by  Darocha's  lawyer  McU-shall 
Calzavara  that  a  car  was  not  a  public 
place  but  a  private  one. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  recent- 
ly unanimously  ruled  in  the  case  of 
Debra  Hutt  that  a  car  was  a  private 
place.  Hutt  had  been  entrapped  into  a 
plainclothes  officer's  car  and  had  been 
arrested  on  soliciting  charges  when  a  dis- 
cussion about  sex  ensued.  She  fought 
her  case  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme 
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Cover  boy:  Human  Rights 
Commission's  Bob  Lundrigan 

Court  and  was  eventually  acquitted. 

Judge  Charlton  said  he  rejected  the 
argument  that  a  car  was  private  because 
"it  would  mean  you  could  drive  down 
Bloor  Street  in  a  car  performing  in- 
decent acts." 

In  finding  Darocha  guilty  but  giving 
him  an  absolute  discharge,  the  judge  left 
Darocha  with  a  police  record  but  no 
criminal  conviction.  He  dismissed  a 
second  charge  of  gross  indecency. 

Paul  TrollopeD 

Police  review  bill 
gets  little  support 

TORONTO  —  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry  announced  plans  December 
1 1  to  introduce  a  bill  creating  an  inde- 
pendent review  board  to  hear  citizen 
complaints  against  the  police.  McMur- 
try proposed  the  board  —  which  he 
claimed  would  be  "totally  distinct  and 
separate"  from  the  police  —  after  pres- 
sure from  local  minority  groups  and  the 
recent  Carter  Report  on  police-minority 
relations  recommended  the 
establishment  of  such  civilian  review 
procedures. 

Apparently  the  review  board  will  be 
set  up  as  a  three-year  pilot  project,  at  the 
end  of  which  its  usefulness  would  be  re- 
assessed. However,  civic  leaders  have  al- 
ready predicted  the  proposed  procedures 
will  be  ineffective  because  citizens  must 
first  register  complaints  with  the  police 
department  itself.  If  the  complaint  is  not 
satisfactorily  resolved  there,  only  then 
will  it  be  taken  to  the  review  board, 
where  the  case  will  be  presented  by  the 
officer  who  originally  heard  the  com- 
plaint. 

Those  persons  subject  to  frequent 
police  abuses,  including  gays  and 
members  of  racial  minorities,  are  likely 
to  be  intimidated  by  the  prospect  of  re- 
porting to  the  police  themselves,  and 
thus  the  proposed  procedure  seems  in- 
tended to  minimize  complaints.  Further- 
more, citizens  who  persevere  and  force  a 
board  review  will  have  their  cases  pre- 
sented by  a  police  officer  —  a  procedure 
not  "totally  distinct  and  separate"  from 
the  police  force  as  McMurtry  maintains. 


According  to  the  Attorney  General, 
the  proposed  procedure  is  necessary  to 
"allow  the  police  to  continue  to  police 
themselves."  Civic  leaders  and  the  local 
media  labelled  the  proposals  "ineffec- 
tive," and  pointed  out  that  the  bill  was 
an  obvious  attempt  by  McMurtry  to 
avoid  an  independent  civilian  review 
board.  The  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail 
predicted  that  the  proposed  board  would 
receive  so  few  complaints  that  it  would 
be  disbanded  after  its  trial  period  on  the 
pretext  that  it  was  not  serving  a  useful 
purpose. 

Revamping  of  the  bill  to  allow  direct 
recourse  to  the  board  itself  is  the  only 
reasonable  course  of  action,  but  it  is  un- 
likely McMurtry  or  the  police  will  allow 
this  to  happen. 

Robert  Trow  D 

Gay  "United  Appeal" 
prepares  a  pitch 

TORONTO  —  The  Gay  Community 
Appeal  is  all  set  for  their  first  fundrais- 
ing  push  and  they  are  asking  for  both 
your  financial  and  emotional  support. 

The  group,  which  cjune  into  existence 
last  summer  and  will  operate  like  the 
United  Appeal,  will  use  the  money  to  fi- 
nance projects  that  have  been  proposed 
by  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Fund  raising  will  begin  within  the  next 
few  weeks.  The  group  plans  to  host  SOS 
(Support  Our  Selves)  evenings  at  which 
appeals  for  financial  help  will  be  made. 

Karen  Prinz,  who  is  on  the  group's 
board  and  is  also  involved  in  its  manage- 
ment, said  that  "all  kinds  of  proposals" 
are  welcome  —  projects  from  defence 
funds,  on  legal,  social,  health  or  edu- 
cation topics,  or  counselling.  The  board 
reviews  them,  and  decides  which  to  sup- 
port. 

About  ten  proposals  have  been  accep- 
ted so  far.  Most  are  in  the  thousand  dol- 
lar range. 

Prinz  said  the  Gay  Community 
Appeal  needs  film  makers,  writers  and 
photographers  to  prepare  the  proposals 
so  they  can  be  presented  to  the  board. 
Anyone  interested  can  reach  her  at  922- 
8744,  or  Don  at  598-31 59.  D 
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Outraged  handicapped  groups 
fbroe  withdrawal  of  "rights"  bill 


TORONTO  —  Labour  Minister  Robert 
Elgie  has  withdrawn  the  controversial 
Bill  188,  an  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Rights  of  Handicapped  Persons,  after 
handicapped  organizations  almost  unan- 
imously branded  the  bill  as  "segrega- 
tionist and  discriminatory."  Elgie  had 
proposed  a  separate  bill  for  the  handi- 
capped rather  than  simply  amending  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  (OHRC), 
in  order  to  avoid  having  to  deal  with 
amendments  which  might  refer  to  such 
groups  as  gay  people. 

The  bill  was  heavily  criticized  by 
handicapped  spokespersons  and  gay  or- 
ganizations when  it  was  first  introduced 
in  November.  However,  the  Liberal  and 
NDP  opposition  parties  indicated  they 
would  not  oppose  the  bill,  and  it  seemed 
certain  to  pass  by  Christmas. 

Since  then,  an  unexpected  degree  of 
opposition  to  the  bill  has  mounted  in  the 
handicapped  community  itself.  An  ad 
hoc  coalition  of  organizations  working 
with  the  handicapped  said  the  bill  was 
"discriminatory  and  backward  and 
should  be  withdrawn."  The  Coahtion 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  was 
active  in  efforts  to  kill  the  bill,  insisting 
that  human  rights  protection  for  the 
handicapped  should  be  embodied  in  the 
OHRC  where  it  belonged. 

Bill  188  was  widely  criticized  in  the 
media  as  well,  and  most  commentators 
were  quick  to  point  out  that  the  bill  was 
merely  a  ploy  to  avoid  the  issue  of  sexual 
orientation.  At  this  point,  the  Liberal 
and  NDP  parties  about-faced,  and 
announced  their  intention  to  move  for 
withdrawal  of  the  bill.  Faced  with  strong 
public  censure  and  certain  defeat  in  the 


legislature,  Elgie  was  forced  to  back 
down. 

Roger  Sheeler,  spokesperson  for  the 
Ontario  Federation  for  the  Physically 
Handicapped,  applauded  Elgie's  decis- 
ion not  to  proceed.  "We're  opposed  to 
the  legislation,"  he  said.  "We  feel  it's  a 
right  of  the  handicapped  to  be  included 
in  the  Human  Rights  Code."  Lee  Rull- 
man  of  the  Ontario  March  of  Dimes 
pointed  out  that  another  positive  result 
of  the  bill's  withdrawal,  stating  that 
"this  was  the  first  time  different  handi- 
capped agencies  and  consumer  groups 
had  banded  together  and  spoken  with  a 
single  voice." 

CGRO  member  Chris  Bearchell  said 
the  bill's  defeat  opens  the  way  for  in- 
creased lobbying  efforts  to  add  sexual 
orientation  to  the  Code.  She  and  other 
CGRO  representatives  met  with  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  December 
14,  the  first  time  a  meeting  has  occurred 
between  the  full  commission  and  gay 
representatives  since  1974.  In  addition  to 
reaffirming  its  support  for  its  1977  re- 
port Life  Together,  which  recom- 
mended inclusion  of  "sexual 
orientation,"  the  commission  agreed  to 
provide  CGRO  with  statistical  informa- 
tion on  the  number  of  complaints  it  re- 
ceives regarding  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

CGRO  is  requesting  that  individuals, 
unions,  and  community  groups  write  to 
the  three  party  leaders  lending  support 
for  the  inclusion  of  "sexual  orientation" 
in  the  OHRC  whenever  the  handicapped 
rights  issue  is  again  brought  up  in  the 
legislature. 

Robert  IVowD 


Acquittals  overturned 
in  lieacli  nudity  trial 

TORONTO  —  County  Court  Judge  Pa- 
trick LeSage  has  overruled  a  decision  by 
a  Provincial  Court  Judge  that  men  sun- 
bathing at  Hanlon's  Point,  on  Toronto 
Island,  had  a  "lawful  excuse"  for  being 
nude  in  a  public  place. 

On  March  1,  1979,  Provincial  Court 
Judge  Fred  McMahon  dismissed  charges 
laid  against  several  men,  some  gay,  as  a 
result  of  undercover  police  work  on 
Toronto  Island  in  the  summer  of  1978. 
Police  Constable  Elmer  McGuire,  3577, 
of  the  Old  Clothes  Squad  of  52  Division, 
had  spent  a  considerable  period  of  time 
on  the  island  dressed  in  tight  cutoffs 
mingling  with  gay  people. 

McGuire,  whose  photo  was 
published  on  page  9  of  the  November 
1979  issue  of  TBP,  was  one  of  the  offic- 
ers involved  in  the  October  1 1  police  raid 
of  the  Hot  Tub  Club. 

Although  a  number  of  the  men  plead- 
ed guilty,  at  least  three  pleaded  not  guil- 
ty and  were  acquitted  by  Judge 
McMahon.  He  held  that  sunbathing  in 
an  isolated  location  was  a  lawful  excuse 
for  being  nude,  even  though  the  beach 
was  technically  a  public  place. 


Outside  court,  McGuire  said  it  was 
necessary  to  charge  gay  people  for  pub- 
lic nudity  "otherwise  the  next  thing  you 
know  they  would  be  committing  inde- 
cent acts  in  the  bushes." 

County  Court  Judge  Patrick  LeSage 
said  that,  although  he  was  impressed  by 
defence  counsel's  arguments  supporting 
a  broad  interpretation  of  "lawful  ex- 
cuse," he  felt  bound  by  an  earlier  decis- 
ion that  nude  sunbathing  was  not  a  law- 
ful excuse.  He  therefore  reversed  the 
trial  judge's  acquittal  and  found  the  men 
guilty. 

All  the  accused  men  received  either 
conditional  or  absolute  discharges,  and 
have  decided  not  to  appeal.  D 

Couple  risks  colds 
to  abolish  faggotry 

A  sharp-eyed  TBP  reader  may  have  dis- 
covered a  government  attempt  to  build 
grassroots  support  for  its  legal  case 
against  The  Body  Politic. 

A  man  who  called  our  office  recently 
reported  a  curious  sight  at  the  Centen- 
nial Mall  in  Brampton  on  the  morning 
of  January  4.  A  lone  woman  was  stan- 
ding there  in  the  cold  with  a  placard 
around  her  neck  reading:  "Down  with 


Faggotry"  and  "Smash  The  Body  Poli- 
tic." She  was  also  holding  a  coffee  can 
with  dollar  signs  on  the  side. 

Our  caller  reports  that  he  noticed  a  si- 
milarly festooned  individual  at  another 
entrance  to  the  mall. 

Assuming  neither  was  a  close  relative 
of  Roy  McMurtry,  do  we  have  Some- 
thing to  Worry  About?  D 

Campbell  cries  foul 
at  10%  gay  discount 

TORONTO  —  Crazy  Ken  is  at  it  again. 
Ken  Campbell,  the  self-ordained  ev- 
angelist and  theology  school  dropout 
from  Milton,  Ontario  has  complained  to 
the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 
because  some  gay-owned  businesses  here 
discriminate  against  self-confessed  het- 
erosexuals. 


Evangelist  Ken  Campbell 


In  a  letter  dated  November  12,  he 
called  on  the  Commission  to  denounce 
"the  anti-social  practices"  of  members 
of  the  Lambda  Business  Council  who 
offer  a  10%  discount  to  gay  customers. 

Campbell  discovered  the  preferential 
treatment  during  a  television  news 
programme  in  which  "a  spokesman  for 
this  homosexual  business  organization 
arrogantly  declared  their  policy  of  dis- 
crimination against  the  overwhelming 
heterosexual  majority  of  the  population, 
when  he  stated  that  10%  discount  on 
goods  and  services  were  given  by  Lamda 
(sic)  and  to  those  who  declared  their  ho- 
mosexual orientation." 

Campbell  has  been  prominent  in  orga- 
nizing opposition  to  the  inclusion  of  sex- 
ual orientation  in  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code. 

Commission  representative  Howard 
Jones  refused  to  divulge  the  content  of 
the  Commission's  reply  to  Campbell.  He 
noted  that  the  Commission  lacked  juris- 
diction in  the  area  and  that,  as  far  as  the 
Commission  is  concerned,  no  complaint 
has  been  filed. 

The  Business  Council  representative 
seen  by  Campbell,  Richard  Brown,  says: 
"If  he  feels  that  it's  discriminatory,  then 
he  must  want  sexual  orientation  includ- 
ed in  the  Code.  I'd  be  delighted  if  the 
gay  di.scount  were  illegal  under  the 
Code,  but  as  long  as  it  isn't.  I'll  offer 
it." 


Ken  PopcrtLD 


OFL  Convention 
backs  rights  demand 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Federation 
of  Labour  has  urged  the  provincial 
government  to  prohibit  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians  by  amend- 
ing the  Human  Rights  Code.  Delegates 
to  the  OFL  Annual  Convention  meeting 
here  last  November  endorsed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  put  forward  by  the 
Oshawa  and  District  Labour  Council: 

"Whereas  Gay  and  Lesbian  workers 
are  subjected  to  various  kinds  of  dis- 
crimination and  harassment  with  respect 
to  jobs,  accommodation  and  other  hu- 
man activities:  Therefore  it  be  resolved 
that  the  Ontario  Federation  of  Labour 
urge  the  Ontario  Government  to 
broaden  the  Human  Rights  Code  to  el- 
iminate this  discrimination." 

A  similar  resolution  at  the  1978  OFL 
Convention  failed  to  pass. 

Supporters  of  the  resolution  included 
delegates  from  the  Canadian  Union  of 
Postal  Workers,  the  Canadian  Union  of 
Public  Employees,  the  Beverage  Dispen- 
sers and  Bartenders  Union,  the  United 
Auto  Workers  and  the  Letter  Carriers 
Union  of  Canada. 

The  1,604  delegates,  representing  807 
locals  and  36  labour  councils,  also  urged 
its  affiliates  to  adopt  policies  opposing 
sexual  harassment,  supporting  equal  pay 
for  work  of  equal  value,  endorsing  par- 
ticipation in  1980  International 
Women's  Day  activities,  and  urging  the 
government  to  impose  stiff  penalties  for 
racism. 

In  other  labour  news.  Local  195  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  has  instructed  its 
negotiating  committees  to  seek  amend- 
ments to  their  collective  agreements  to 
protect  gay  and  lesbian  workers  from 
discrimination  on  the  job. 

A  directive  from  the  union's  Human 
Rights  Committee  says  "it  is  essential 
that  these  provisions  be  incorporated  in 
a  specific  article  entitled  'no 
discrimination'  ..." 

Leslie  Dickirson,  chairperson  of  the 
committee,  recently  confirmed  that 
Local  195  has  been  successful  in  conclu- 
ding agreements  with  two  manufactur- 
ing plants  in  the  Windsor  Area  which  in- 
clude a  prohibition  against  discrimina- 
tion on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

Ross  Irwin  D 

Happy  homo  holiday 

HALIFAX  —  The  Gay  AUiance  for 
Equahty  will  be  celebrating  the  first  Pink 
Triangle  Day  February  14  with  a  cabaret 
of  music  and  skits  featuring  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  the  Halifax  gay  com- 
munity. 

Clyde  Richardson  of  GAE  told  TBP 
that  the  cabaret  will  kick  off  a  $150,000 
building  campaign  to  raise  money  for 
new  facilities  for  GAE  and  The  Turret, 
the  gay  community  centre  it  owns  and 
operates. 

GAE  has  also  produced  pink  triangle 
buttons  set  in  a  red  heart  to  mark  Pink 
Triangle  Day,  the  holiday  created  by  the 
Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coal- 
ition at  its  1979  conference  in  Ottawa, 
partly  to  commemorate  the  February  14 
acquittal  of  The  Body  Politic.  I  ] 
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Gay  "sinfulness"  no  excuse, 
Catholic  Board  must  rent  space 


MONTREAL  —  A  Quebec  gay  liber- 
ation group  has  succeeded  in  winning 
the  first  legal  victory  against  discrim- 
ination since  the  adoption  of  a  gay 
rights  bill  by  the  Quebec  government  in 
December,  1977. 

Mr  Justice  Marc  Beauregard  of  the 
Quebec  Superior  Court  ruled  November 
29  that  the  Commission  des  Ecoles  Cath- 
oHques  de  Montreal  (CECM  —  Mont- 
real Catholic  School  Commission)  had 
unjustifiably  discriminated  against  a  gay 
group  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

(Article  10  of  the  Quebec  Charter  of 
Human  Rights  and  Freedoms  —  which 
prohibits  discrimination  in  employment, 
housing  and  access  to  public  service  — 
was  amended  by  the  PQ  government  in 
December,  1977  to  include  "sexual  or- 
ientation.") 

The  present  conflict  arose  January  25, 
1978  when  the  Association  pour  les 
droits  de  la  communaute  gaie  du  Que- 
bec (ADGQ)  applied  to  rent  space 
from  the  CECM  to  hold  a  weekend 
conference  in  Cardinal  Newman 
School.  The  request  was  accepted. 
Two  weeks  later  the  Commission  voted 
to  reverse  that  decision  because  it 
"feared  the  possible  repercussions  on 
the  education  of  the  CECM's  child- 
ren." (rBP,  May,  1978) 

In  May,  following  a  complaint  filed 
by  ADGQ  with  the  Commission  des 
droits  de  la  personne  (CDP  —  Human 
Rights  Commission),  the  CECM's  re- 
fusal to  rent  its  facilities  was  found  to 
constitute  a  discriminatory  act,  and  an 
attack  against  freedom  of  assembly 
and  free  expression.  (TBP,  August 
1978) 

That  important  finding  was  over- 
turned, however,  when  the  Rights  Com- 
mission's top  decision-making  body 
invoked  article  20  of  the  Charter.  That 
provision,  around  which  the  entire 
controversy  was  later  to  focus,  per- 
mits discrimination  when  it  is  "justi- 
fied" by  the  religious  or  educational 
character  of  a  non-profit  institution. 
(7"BP,  October,  1978) 

Viewing  this  final  decision  as  a 
major  challenge  to  the  validity  of  the 
gay  rights  smdendment,  and  fearing  the 
possible  effects  of  such  a  precedent  on 
the  rights  of  gay  teachers,  ADGQ  de- 
cided to  seek  a  legal  interpretation. 

After  a  year  of  planning,  fundrais- 
ing  and  legal  consultations,  ADGQ's 
motion  for  a  declaratory  judgment 
reached  the  Superior  Court  August  15, 
1979.  After  several  delays,  the  trial 
took  place  November  14  and  15.  The 
trial  was  attended  by  a  small  number  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  received  un- 
usually extensive  media  coverage. 

ADGQ  lawyer  Dida  Berku  called 
and  examined  five  expert  witnesses  in 
defence  of  the  gay  group.  Berku  ar- 
gued that  when  the  CECM  rented  its 
facilities  it  simply  acted  as  a  lessor  un- 
connected to  its  "non-profit"  status 
and  educational  goals,  and  that  there- 
fore the  exemption  clause  of  article  20 
was  inapplicable. 


The  CECM  lawyer  argued  that  the 
teachings  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  particular  the  teachings  of  the  Vat- 
ican's Sacred  Congregation,  were  con- 
trary to  the  aims  of  the  gay  organiza- 
tion and  that  the  exemption  clause 
should  apply. 

First  on  the  stand  was  Claude  Beau- 
lieu,  ADGQ's  president  when  the  case 
started,  who  explained  the  history  of 
the  conflict.  Berku  then  called  on  Mir- 
iam Boghen,  social  worker  and  former 
director  of  the  Montreal  Gay  Social 
Services  Project,  who  stated  that  the 
presence  of  known  gays  in  the  schools 
has  no  negative  effect  on  students. 

Perhaps  the  most  credible  witness 
called  was  Professor  Guy  Bourgault 
from  the  Faculty  of  Theology  at  the 
Universite  de  Montreal.  Bourgault  tes- 
tified that  the  Catholic  Church  con- 
demns only  homosexual  acts,  not  ho- 
mosexual persons. 

Regent  Raymond,  a  Quebec  City 
Franciscan  father,  stated  that  his  con- 
gregation had  rented  facilities  for  five 
years  to  a  gay  organization  without  any 
problems.  Finally  David  Innocenti,  a 
priest  for  the  Catholic  gay  group  Dig- 
nity, testified  as  to  how,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  his  bishop,  he  established  a 
Dignity  chapter  in  the  city. 

The  CECM's  lawyer  called  only  two 
witnesses.  Charles  Campeau,  CECM 
rental  service  director,  testified  as  to 
the  criteria  for  space  rental.  Evidence 
listing  groups  renting  CECM  facilities 
revealed  that  the  school  commission 
rented  to  hundreds  of  community 
groups  each  year  —  including  Marx- 
ist-Leninist groups  and  the  Committee 
for  the  Defence  of  Dr  Morgentaler. 

CECM  vice-president  Colette  Biche 
declared  that,  in  the  eyes  of  the  stu- 
dents, the  approval  of  the  rental  ap- 
plication would  represent  an  acceptance 
of  ADGQ's  principles.  She  testified 
that  when  Claude  Beaulieu  was  asked 
if  ADGQ  intended  to  participate  in  sex 
education  in  the  schools,  he  reported- 
ly answered  "No,  not  for  the  mo- 
ment." For  Biche,  this  response  jus- 
tified the  CECM's  fear  of  "possible  re- 
percussions" on  the  education  of  its 
students. 

In  his  11 -page  judgment,  Mr  Justice 
Beauregard  held  that  article  20  is  "an 
exemption  clause:  it  thus  must  be  re- 
strictively  interpreted..."  (see  box  for 
excerpts  from  the  judgement).  Mr  Just- 
ice Beauregard  has  a  reputation  for  well- 
reasoned  decisions  and  liberal  interpre- 
tations of  legislation. 

He  went  on  to  state  that  the  simple 
fact  that  an  institution  is  educational 
or  religious  does  not  constitute  justifi- 
able grounds  for  exemption  from  the 
Charter.  Such  a  non-profit  institution 
must  prove,  on  the  basis  of  an  "objec- 
tive test,"  its  claim  that  discrimination 
is  "justified." 

This  precedent-setting  gay  rights 
judgment  may,  however,  prove  to  be 
only  a  momentary  victory.  In  late 
December  the  CECM  issued  a  Notice  of 
Appeal  that,  due  to  "errors  of  law" 


French  author  Yves  Navarre  takes  a  break  atter  a  round-table  discussion  October  25  in  Mon- 
treal. Sponsored  by  the  gay  magazine  Le  Berdache,  the  event  drew  300  people  to  hear  Na- 
varre, poet  Paul  Chamberland,  critic  Jean  Basile,  feminist  author  Louky  Bersianik  and  inter- 
nationally known  writer  Marie-Claire  Blais  discuss  "Is  there  a  homosexual  literature?" 


in  the  Superior  Court's  ruling,  it  is  tak- 
ing the  case  to  the  Quebec  Court  of 
Appeal,  the  highest  court  in  Quebec. 
Nonetheless,  ADGQ  spokesperson 
Jean-Michel  Sivry  greeted  the  judgment 
as  "an  important  precedent."  "But," 
he  added,  "it  should  not  have  been  nec- 
essary for  our  organization  to  utilize  a 
year  of  energy  and  a  thousand  dollars  to 
obtain  justice.  The  Quebec  Human 


Rights  Commission  obviously  did  not 
fulfill  its  public  mandate  to  defend  min- 
ority rights.  We  intend  to  fight  this  case 
all  the  way." 

Funds  are  still  needed  to  sustain 
ADGQ's  fight  for  jusfice.  Contribu- 
tions should  be  earmarked  "cas 
CECM"  and  sent  to:  "ADGQ,  CP  36, 
Succ  C.  Montreal,  Quebec  H2L  4J7. 

Stuart  Russell  D 
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The  only  real  reason... 


99 


Highlights  from  the  judgment  of  hAr  Jus- 
tice t^arc  Beauregard,  in  the  matter  of 
ADGQ  vs  the  Catholic  School  Commis- 
sion. The  Respondent  is  the  Commis- 
sion and  the  Petitioner  is  ADGQ.  Trans- 
lation by  Jeff  Richstone. 

Respondent,  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of 
its  powers,  offers  to  the  general  public 
the  rental  of  certain  of  its  buildings 
when  they  are  not  in  use  by  students. 
This  offer  is  particularly  addressed  to 
associations  wishing  to  hold  meetings 
therein  and,  by  the  application  of  article 
12  of  the  Charter,  Respondent,  when  it 
so  rents,  may  not  in  a  discriminatory 
fashion,  refuse  a  particular  lessee. 

...  it  is  common  ground  that  the  only 
real  reason  to  support  Respondent's  re- 
fusal is  the  fact  that  Petitioner  is  an  or- 
ganization that  has  as  its  principal  ob- 
ject the  organizing  of  homosexual  men 
and  women  in  order  to  defend  their  in- 
terests. 

...  Respondent  submits  that 
homosexuality  Is  a  practice  which  is 
condemned  by  the  highest  authorities 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  exclusion  of  Petitioner  as 
lessee  is  justified  by  the  religious  or 
educational  character  of  Respondent,  a 
non-profit  institution. 

While  I  accept  that,  as  a  question  of 
fact,  homosexuality  is  a  practice  which 
is  condemned  by  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  that  Respondent  is  a  non-profit  in- 
stitution, ...  I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 


within  the  confines  of  the  present  case, 
Respondent  has  not  succeeded  in 
showing  that  it  can  benefit  from  the  ex- 
ception provided  by  Article  20  of  the 
Charter. 

If  one  is  strictly  to  construe  Article  20, 
one  must  conclude  that  the  justification 
for  the  exclusion  be  objective,  that  Is, 
based  not  on  a  more  or  less  capricious 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  Institution, 
but  rather  on  facts  which  make  that  ex- 
clusion a  logical  and  rational  conse- 
quence of  the  religious  or  educational 
character  of  the  institution. 

In  the  present  case,  Respondent  has 
decided  to  offer  to  the  general  public 
the  rental  of  its  buildings.  Respondent 
has  even  granted  leases  to  non-Catholic 
churches  and  atheist  or  agnostic  politi- 
cal parties....  I  see  no  connection  be- 
tween Respondent's  religious  or  edu- 
cational character  and  Its  decision  to 
exclude  the  Petitioner ...  on  account  of 
the  Ideas  which  this  group  advances. 

In  fact  the  real  problem  is  this:  Res- 
pondent refuses  to  rent  to  Petitioner  be- 
cause It  apprehends  the  deleterious  ef- 
fect which  the  rental  of  a  building  to  a 
homosexual  association  would  have  on 
its  Catholic  students....  It  Is  thus  an 
apprehension  which  is  perhaps 
justified,  but  not  permissible.... 

For  these  reasons,  I  declare  that  the 
refusal  of  Respondent  to  rent. ..con- 
stitutes a  discriminatory  act  and  is  con- 
trary to  the  Charter  of  Human  Rights 
and  Freedoms.  D 
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Don't  pin  your  hopes  for 

human  rights  on  the  Socreds  in  BC. 

Some  government  MLAs  think  marijuana 

causes  homosexuality. 


Conference  censures  Socreds, 
calls  for  action  on  gay  rights 


VANCOUVER  —  A  conference  on 
Human  Rights,  organized  by  the  BC  Hu- 
man Rights  Commission,  has  overwhelm- 
ingly voted  to  censure  the  commission  it- 
self for  past  public  comments  violating 
the  spirit  of  the  Human  Rights  Code. 
The  300  delegates  also  voted  to  condemn 
the  provincial  government  for  appoint- 
ing to  the  commission  individuals  with 
limited  experience  in  the  area  of  human 
rights. 

However,  the  three-day  conference, 
held  during  the  weekend  of  December  7, 
also  saw  Commission  Chairperson  Mar- 
garet Strongitharm  call  for  the  inclusion 
of  sexual  orientation  in  the  province's 
Human  Rights  Code,  and  a  pledge  by 
Commissioner  Rev  Neil  Vant  to  work 
for  the  rights  of  gay  people.  Vant  and 
other  members  of  the  commission  came 
under  attack  last  April  for  making 
derogatory  comments  about  women  and 
homosexuals  (TBP,  June  79). 

Some  gay  groups  which  had  been 
invited  chose  to  boycott  the  conference. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE) 
Vancouver  spokesperson  Don  Hann  told 
a  press  conference,  "In  our  view  this 
conference  has  been  called  to  bolster  the 
public  image  of  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission,  which  is  held  in  low  regard 
by  the  people  of  BC." 

GATE  organized  a  demonstration 
outside  the  conference  at  Robson 
Square.  The  protesters  called  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  commission. 

Other  gay  groups,  including  the 
Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  the 
Society  for  Political  Action  for  Gays 
(SPAG),  and  the  Feminist  Lesbian 
Action  Group  (FLAG)  of  Victoria, 
chose  participation  in  the  conference  as 
the  best  strategy.  FLAG  pointed  out, 
however,  that  their  participation  was 
"not  to  be  taken  as  an  endorsation  of 
the  Human  Rights  Commission,"  and 
added  that  they  supported  GATE'S 
demonstration  outside  since  "our  anger 
and  goals  are  the  same." 

For  gay  delegates,  the  highlight  of  the 
conference  was  the  small  group  work- 
shop held  on  sexual  orientation.  Attend- 
ed by  about  35  delegates  as  well  as  Com- 
missioner Vant,  the  session  passed  a 
series  of  resolutions  concerning  sexual 
orientation,  including  a  motion  by  Vince 
Manis  of  SPAG  that  sexual  orientation 
be  added  to  the  Human  Rights  Code. 
Delegates,  including  Vant,  passed  it 
unanimously. 

Vant  took  the  opportunity  during  the 
session  to  defend  statements  he  had 
made  to  the  press  last  April.  At  the  lime, 
Vant  was  quoted  as  saying  that  "Homo- 
sexuals have  been  known  to  be  prone  lo 
assaulting  children,"  and  therefore 
"prejudice  against  homosexuals  was  jus- 
tified in  certain  quarters."  During  the 
conference,  however,  Vant  maintained 
that  he  had  been  misquoted. 

"Somehow  they  were  quoting  me  as 
saying  that  homosexuals  should  not 
have  jobs,  period.  I  assure  you  that  I  did 
not  make  a  statement  anything  like  that. 
I  support  the  dignity  of  all  individuals  in 
the  province." 


Diana  Davidson,  president  of  the 
Vancouver  People's  Law  School  and 
chairperson  of  the  sexual  orientation 
session,  was  able  to  pressure  Vant  into 
committing  himself  to  "promote  within 
the  commission  the  rights  of  gay 
people." 

A  resolution  that  was  to  become  con- 
troversial during  the  flnal  plenary  ses- 
sion was  first  introduced  by  Tish  Lakes 
of  FLAG.  The  resolution  censured  the 
commission  for  its  past  behaviour,  and 
condemned  the  BC  government  for 
appointing  inexperienced  human  rights 
commissioners.  Passed  unanimously  in 
the  workshop,  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced and  hotly  debated  at  the  closing 
plenary.  Nonetheless,  the  motion  passed 
with  a  two-thirds  majority,  indicating 
that  the  conference  delegates  themselves 
had  little  confidence  in  the  Human 
Rights  Conrniission. 

In  an  effort  to  restore  its  own  cred- 
ibility, the  commission  has  asked  all  gay 
and  lesbian  organizations  in  BC  to  meet 
with  its  Legislative  Review  Committee  in 
February.  The  special  meeting  has  been 
called  as  a  "fact  finder"  on  sexual  orien- 
tation, a  category  the  commission  has 
designated  a  priority  on  its  list  of  "pos- 
sible" recommendations  for  inclusion  in 
the  Human  Rights  Code. 

Given  the  record  of  the  commission, 
activists  are  adopting  a  wait-and-see  atti- 
tude, though  most  groups  say  they  will 
make  presentations  to  the  committee. 
SPAG  has  already  presented  a  brief: 
Rights  and  Realities:  Discrimination  and 
the  Gay  Women  and  Men  of  British  Col- 
umbia. 

If  the  commission  does  endorse  sexual 
orientation  for  inclusion  in  the  code,  the 
next  step  would  be  legislative  implemen- 
tation. Observers  are  not  optimistic. 
Some  Socred  government  members  have 
recently  claimed  that  homosexuality  is 
caused  by  smoking  marijuana.  D 
Based  on  reports  from  Rob  Joyce  (GA  TE 
Vancouver),  Lon^  Sorensen  (Vancouver), 
and  Ric  Lannford  (Victoria). 

''Don't  push  US  yef' 
is  Church's  advice 

TORONTO  —  Homosexuality  is  one  of 
the  subjects  included  in  a  report  on  sex- 
uality being  prepared  by  the  United 
Church  of  Canada,  according  to  a  brief 
news  story  in  the  December  issue  of  the 
United  Church  magazine.  The  Observer 
("Don't  push  for  ordination,  gays 
told,"  p  31) 

The  unsigned  article,  which  was  based 
on  an  interview  with  Howard  Mills,  se- 
cretary of  the  Church's  Division  of  Min- 
istry, Personnel  and  Education, 
contained  the  following: 

"Dr.  Mills  recently  participated  in  an 
informal  consultation  on  homosexuality 
to  which  three  gay  men  who  are  already 
in  the  ministry  or  in  training  for  it,  fac- 
ulty members  from  all  United  Church 
theological  colleges  and  church  leaders 
who  have  written  on  the  subject,  were 
invited." 

"Evidence  shows  that  congregations 


are  wiUing  to  accept  their  minister  when 
he  or  she  declares  homosexuality  'in  a 
non-scandalous  way',  says  Dr.  Mills. 
'On  the  other  hand,  I  don't  as  yet  sense 
there's  a  climate  where  congregations 
confronted  with  the  fact  in  advance 
would  issue  a  call  to  a  homosexual.'  " 

The  article  also  quoted  Mills  as 
saying: 

"Our  advice  to  homosexuals  is  not  to 
press  the  question  at  this  time  because 
the  Church  doesn't  have  a  clear  mind 
and  has  an  uneasiness  about  that  lack  of 
clarity." 

Ken  PopertD 

Dignity  offered  home 
but  iVIass  forbidden 

TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  chapter  of 
Dignity,  an  organization  for  gay  Catho- 
lics, is  still  looking  for  a  Catholic  church 
in  which  to  celebrate  mass.  The  group 
has  been  meeting  at  Bloor  Street  United 
Church  since  being  ousted  from  St 
Paul's  Catholic  Church  in  November 
(rap,  Dec/ Jan). 

The  Globe  and  Mail  reported  January 
12  that  the  Jesuit-run  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Church  on  Sherbourne  Street 


had  offered  the  group  a  meeting  space. 
Dignity  President  Paul  Murphy 
informed  TBP  that  the  group  has  not  yet 
decided  if  they  will  accept  the  offer 
made  by  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  because 
of  the  conditions  the  chancery  office  set. 
These  include  a  prohibition  against  cele- 
brating a  regular  Sunday  Mass.  "We 
have  been  offered  Lourdes  for  meetings 
but  not  as  a  place  to  hold  regular  Mas- 
ses," Murphy  said.  "Anyway,  the 
church  is  under  renovations  until  at  least 
the  end  of  February.  We  will  hold  off 
making  a  decisfon  until  the  time  is  clo- 
ser." 

The  chancery  office  rationalizes  its 
prohibitions  against  a  regular  Sunday 
Mass  by  maintaining  that  the  celebration 
of  the  Eucharist  is  open  to  all  believers, 
and  "special  interest"  groups  defeat 
that  idea. 

Rev  Masseo  Lombardi,  assistant  di- 
rector of  the  Office  of  Social  Action  for 
the  Archdiocese  of  Toronto,  told  TBP 
that  the  discussion  concerning  a  home 
for  Dignity  is  still  continuing.  He  said, 
"I  have  no  comments  to  make  because 
until  this  is  settled  they  could  generate 
more  confusion." 

Alan  McLean  D 


Damien  case  enters  year  six 


TORONTO  —  "It's  a  hell  of  a  case," 
John  Damien  says  philosophically.  "It's 
been  five  years  now,  and  I  still  don't 
know  when  it  will  end.  We're  no  weaker, 
but  we  sure  know  a  lot  more  about  the 
law." 

On  the  fifth  anniversary  of  his  1975 
firing,  Damien's  Toronto  supporters  will 
gather  for  a  quiet  party  instead  of  the 
public  rally  that  has  marked  every  anni- 
versary since  1976. 

Damien's  firing  was  Canada's  first 
nationally  publicized  gay  rights  case.  His 
suit  for  reinstatement  with  the  Ontario 
Racing  Commission  who  fired  him  has 
dragged  slowly  through  the  pre-court- 
room  stages  during  the  intervening 
years. 

Damien  and  his  supporters  were  hit 
with  yet  another  legal  surprise  last 
month  when  two  of  the  law  firms  repres- 
enting the  Racing  Commission  and  other 
defendants  moved  that  the  courts  dis- 
miss the  case  unless  Damien  could  post 
securities  to  the  tune  of  $93,000.  If  the 
court  rules  in  their  favour,  Damien 
would  have  to  raise  the  money  —  or  the 
case  would  end. 

"This  kind  of  motion  is  not  usually 
used  against  someone  who  lives  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  case,"  said  John 
Wilson,  chairperson  of  the  Committee 
to  Defend  John  Damien.  "The  Commis- 
sion and  other  defendants  are  asking  the 
court  to  guarantee  that  if  John  loses, 
their  legal  costs  will  be  recoverable.  But 
they  well  know  that  if  this  motion  is 
granted,  the  case  will  likely  end  without 
a  judgment.  We  probably  cannot  raise 
this  kind  of  money  at  this  point." 

Wilson  points  out  that  the  figure 
reveals  how  much  the  Ontario  govern- 
ment officials  and  other  defendants  arc 
spending  lo  keep  Damien  out  of  his  job. 
"It  suggests  that,  all  together,  they've 


spent  around  $200,000,"  he  estimates, 
"and  that's  well  over  four  times  the  mo- 
ney we  have  raised. 

"They  seem  to  have  a  bottomless  poc- 
ket to  draw  funds  from,"  he  grins, 
"probably  the  taxpayer's." 

Supporters  are  hopeful  that  the  court 
will  not  dismiss  the  case  before  it  reaches 
the  courtroom.  At  present,  Damien  is 
scheduled  to  be  re-examined  by  the  de- 
fence lawyers  February  25. 

John  Damien  himself  is  optimistic. 
"I've  had  my  downs,"  he  comments, 
"but  I've  had  more  ups  than  downs.  The 
decision  I  made  to  fight  my  dismissal 
still  stands  as  a  good  one.  Somebody 
had  to  do  it.  It's  all  served  a  purpose, 
and  not  just  for  me  but  for  everyone 
concerned." 

Employed  now  and  in  good  health, 
Damien  holds  his  ground,  even  as  he  la- 
ments the  complex  legalisms  that  have 
absorbed  so  much  of  his  attention.  "It's 
been  an  education,"  he  says.  "I  could 
pass  the  bar  exams  now." 

Michael  Lynch Z] 


Five  years  down:  Jonn  uamien  learns  all 
aboul  Ihe  legal  system  —  ihe  hard  way 
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165  John  St/North  of  Queen  W/ Toronto/ 598 2706 

Three  Blocks  West  of  University/  Open  Every  Day  Noon  until  Midnight/  Weekend  Brunch  Until  Four  pm 

TORONTO'S  DISTINCTIVE  NEW 
DOWNTOWN  FILM  CENTRE 

IHMI 

12  MERCER  STREET,  MAIN  FLOOR,  TORONTO,  CANADA 
(416)366-9777 


AMYTH  EST  J  EWELLERS 

EXCLUSIVE  HAND-MADE  JEWELLERY 

WE  WILL  DESIGN  TO  YOUR  SPECIFICATIONS 

FINE  JEWELLERY  ONLY 

782-4629 

ON  PREMISES  OR  BY  APPOINTMENT 
IN  THE  COMFORT  OF  YOUR  OWN  HOME 


The  Berkeley  Wbmen's  Music  Collective 


TRYIN' 
TO  SURVIVE 


available  at  all  feminist  book- 
2      stores  &  quality  record  outlets. 

■5 


"There's  not  a  bad  song  in  the 
_       second  album.  Give  a  listen  and 
1       become  a  fan."  —GPU 


February  14,  It  always  seemed  like  a  holiday  for 

self-indulgent,  sentimental  straights. . . . 

But  last  year,  Cupid's  aim  was  true.  His  Valentine's 
Day  gift  was  an  acquittal  for  Pink  Triangle  Press,  the 
publishers  of  The  Body  Politic,  and  its  three  officers. 

The  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
thinks  that  is  worth  commemorating.  That  and  the  history 
we  reclaimed  when  gay  women  and  men  made  the  pink 
triangle  a  symbol  of  our  liberation,  transforming  it  from  a 
gruesome  reminder  of  Hitler's  concentration  camps  into 
an  affirmation  of  gay  consciousness  and  pride. 

IVe  can  transform  Valentine's  Day,  too. 

February  14.  Pink  Triangle  Day. 

Wear  yours. 


ilSLOISt 
GilY/LESBLIN? 


Let's  talk  about  our  common 

interests,  histories  and  problems, 

and  our  relation  to  the  Gay/ Lesbian 

Community  and  our  own  ethnic 

Communities. 

Join  us  c/o  Richard  Fung, 

Box  R999,  The  Body  Politic 

P  O  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9 


Judge  defines  immoralp  indecent, 
upliolds  Customs  ban  on  pom 


MONTREAL  —  A  Quebec  Superior 
Court  judge  has  upheld  a  Canada  Cus- 
toms decision  prohibiting  49  gay  male 
pornography  magazines  from  entering 
the  country.  In  his  decision,  Mr  Justice 
Hugessen  invoked  the  Criminal  Code's 
ambiguous  "community  standards" 
test,  ruling  that  49  of  the  58  magazines 
stopped  by  Customs  were  "immoral  and 
indecent"  and  could  not  be  imported  by 
Le  Priape  Sexshop. 

A  spokesperson  for  Le  Priape  said  the 
decision  would  likely  be  appeaded  to  the 
Federal  Court  of  Canada. 

The  magazines  had  previously  been 
prohibited  by  Customs  on  the  grounds 
that  they  were  "of  an  immoral  or  in- 
decent character,"  even  though  neither 
term  is  defined  by  Customs  regulations. 
Justice  Hugessen  carried  the  ruling  a 
step  further,  stating; that  the  test  of  im- 
morality or  indecency  was  "whether  the 
material ...  would  shock  or  disgust  the 
average  member  of  the  Canadian  con- 
temporary community." 

Although  Hugessen  acknowledged 
that  these  standards  are  continually 
changing,  he  maintained  that  it  was 
"Nonetheless  my  duty  ...  to  attempt  to 
determine  the  limits  of  community  stan- 
dards of  tolerance  as  those  limits  are  per- 
ceived by  me  in  December  1979  ....This 
matter  has  given  me  rather  more  than 
usual  difficulty." 

Pointing  to  the  1977  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" amendment  to  the  Quebec  Charter 
of  Human  Rights  and  Freedoms,  Huges- 
sen noted  an  increasing  degree  of  public 
tolerance  for  the  gay  community.  How- 
ever, he  maintained  that  this  tolerance 
did  not  extend  to  open  manifestations  of 
homosexuality,  "for  there  is  a  real  dif- 
ference between  what  one  may  have  the 
right  to  do  in  private,  and  what  the  com- 
munity is  prepared  to  tolerate  to  be  pub- 
lished, imported  or  distributed." 

Hugessen  divided  the  magazines  into 
six  categories.  Magazines  which  "dis- 
play almost  exclusively  scenes  of  sado- 
masochism, cruelty  and  bondage,"  he 
said,  "are  far  in  excess  of  anything  the 
contemporary  Canadian  community  will 
tolerate,"  and  therefore  were  prohibi- 
ted. Magazines  "consisting  largely  of 
photographs  in  clinical  detail  of  homo- 
sexual group  activities"  were  also  pro- 
hibited. A  magazine  consisting  "almost 
exclusively  of  offers  of  homosexual 
prostitution,  accompanied  by  snapshots 
of  the  genitalia  of  the  advertisers"  fell 
into  a  prohibited  category  all  its  own. 

Magazines  consisting  "largely  of  pho- 
tographs, again  in  clinical  detail,  of 
homosexual  couphngs,  but  with  only 
two  participants"  showed  activities 
which  "would  beat,  or  just  within,  the 
limits  of  tolerance  if  the  persons  shown 
were  of  opposite  sexes.  They  are  not, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  contemporary 
community  standards  would  judge  this 
material  to  be  immoral  and  indecent." 
Similarly,  magazines  "devoted,  wholly 
or  largely,  to  the  subject  of  male  mas- 
turbation" were  prohibited. 

The  final  category  consisted  of  nine 
magazines  consisting  "largely  of  photo- 


graphs of  naked  men  taken  singly.  In 
most,  but  not  all  cases,  the  pictures  are 
of  full  frontal  nudity,  with  the  expected 
emphasis  on  the  genitalia.  Generally  the 
penises  are  in  a  flaccid  state,  although, 
in  a  few  cases,  they  are  partially  or 
wholly  erect;  sometimes  they  are  being 
held  by  the  model  but  without  any  ob- 
vious masturbatory  activity.  Nudity  by 
itself  is  neither  immoral  or  obscene  in 
Canada  in  1979." 

This  latter  group  of  nine  magazines 
were  the  only  ones  the  judge  permitted 
to  be  imported:  "Explicit  anatomical 
scenes  such  as  these,  while  not  to  most 
people's  taste,  are,  I  think,  generally  to- 
lerated today.  Not  without  some  hesi- 
tation, therefore,  I  conclude  that  these 
magazines  are  neither  immoral  nor  in- 
decent." 

The  judgment  is  significant  because  it 
is  one  of  the  first  reasoned  judicial  pro- 
nouncements in  Canada  on  gay  male 
pornography,  and  because  it  sets  out 
fairly  definite  criteria  for  deciding  what 
is  "immoral"  or  "indecent,"  no  matter 
how  much  one  may  disagree  with  those 
standards  or  find  the  whole  exercise  ri- 
diculous. 

It  is  also  interesting  for  its  finding  that 
photographs  of  erect  penises  are  not  ne- 
cessarily prohibited  in  gay  pornography. 

Paul  TrollopeD 

Meeting  to  challenge 
federal  candidates 

TORONTO  —  The  Association  of  Gay 
Electors  will  be  sponsoring  an  all-candi- 
dates meeting  for  the  upcoming  federal 
election  on  Wednesday,  January  30  at 
the  Community  Centre,  519  Church  St. 

Candidates  of  the  three  major  parties 
for  the  federal  ridings  of  Rosedale  and 
Spadina  are  expected  to  be  on  hand  at 
the  9:00  PM  meeting. 

Tom  Warner,  president  of  the 
Association  of  Gay  Electors,  said  he 
couldn't  single  out  any  particular  issue 
that  is  crucial  to  gays  in  the  elections, 
"but  the  'bawdy  house'  sections  of  the 
Criminal  Code  will  be  looked  into  at  the 
meeting,"  he  said.  D 

Charged  teacher 
gets  trial  delayed 

TORONTO  —  The  gay  teacher  who 
was  charged  with  keeping  a  common 
bawdy  house  in  his  own  home  will  not 
have  his  trial  date  set  until  September 
24,  1980. 

"Bob"  told  TBP  he  is  eager  to  have 
the  trial  delayed  as  long  as  possible.  He 
is  due  to  retire  next  year,  and  if  he  were 
dismissed  earlier  because  of  adverse  pub- 
licity, he  might  lose  the  pension  he  had 
earned  in  more  than  30  years  of  teach- 
ing. 

Bob  said  that,  although  he  had  to 
make  three  worrisome  court  appear- 
ances in  January,  he's  happy  it  appears 
certain  he  will  complete  his  teaching  ca- 
reer before  having  to  face  trial. D 
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First  open  gay  at  City  Hail, 
Hisiop  pians  Ward  6  campaign 


TORONTO  —  Long-time  gay  activist 
George  Hisiop  was  elected  December  10 
to  a  three-year  term  on  the  Toronto  City 
Planning  Board.  Hisiop  was  one  of  four 
new  citizen  representatives  elected  by 
City  Council,  and  as  a  result,  the  Plan- 
ning Board  appears  to  have  swung  from 
a  pro-development  to  a  more  progressive 
community-minded  stance.  The 
Planning  Board  is  a  citizen  advisory 
board  making  recommendations  to  city 
council  on  urban  land  use  and  "quaUty 
of  life"  issues. 

Seventy-two  persons  ran  for  the  thir- 
teen positions  on  the  board.  Hisiop  was 
one  of  five  elected  on  the  first  ballot,  a 
feat  requiring  a  majority  of  the  23  city 
council  votes.  Most  of  Hislop's  support 
came  from  liberal-left  councillors,  inclu- 
ding Mayor  John  Sewell. 

Hisiop  is  the  first  openly  gay  person  to 
hold  public  office  in  Toronto.  Although 
the  Planning  Board  is  not  likely  to  deal 
with  matters  of  direct  concern  to  the  gay 
community,  Hisiop  felt  there  might  be 
issues  in  which  he  could  act  as  a  gay 
spokesperson,  such  as  the  development 
of  the  heavily-gay-populated  North  Jar- 
vis  area.  Hisiop  sees  the  emergence  of 
open  gays  in  civic  politics  as  important 
in  developing  an  awareness  of  gay  issues 
among  pohticians  and  the  general 
public. 

Media  reports  all  gave  prominence  to 
Hislop's  election,  though  several  news- 
papers and  radio  stations  pointed  out 
that  he  had  been  charged  as  one  of  the 
owners  of  The  Barracks,  a  gay  steam- 
bath  raided  in  December  1978. 

Hisiop  reported  that  City  Hall 
reaction  to  his  election  was  quite  posi- 
tive. Tony  O'Donohue,  a  pro-develop- 
ment councillor,  supported  Hislop's 
nomination,  stating  "Irrespective  of  his 
personal  preferences,  I  think  George  will 
make  a  darn  good  contribution."  Com- 
menting on  the  increased  acceptance  of 
gay  rights  issues  at  City  Hall  following 
Mayor  Sewell's  speech  at  a  Body  Politic 
rally  last  year,  Alderperson  Pat 
Sheppard  noted  that  there  was  "not  a 
chance  he  would  have  been  chosen  a 
year  ago." 

In  November  of  this  year,  Hisiop 
plans  to  raise  the  issue  of  open  gays  in 
civic  politics  again,  this  time  in  the  alder- 
manic  elections  in  Ward  Six.  Hisiop  had 
earlier  expressed  interest  in  running  for 
one  of  the  two  alderman  positions,  but 
only  if  incumbents  Dan  Heap  and  Allan 
Sparrow  would  not  both  run.  Heap  and 
Sparrow  have  strong  foUowings  in  the 
ward,  and  both  have  been  staunch  sup- 
porters of  gay  rights  issues. 

Although  Sparrow  has  not  made  his 
intentions  clear,  it  has  been  widely  ru- 
moured that  he  will  not  run  for  re- 
election. If  Sparrow  steps  down,  Hisiop 
plans  to  run  as  a  candidate.  The  Asso- 
ciation of  Gay  Electors  (AGE)  will  be 
holding  a  nominations  meeting  in 
March,  and  Hisiop  is  expected  to  win  the 
nomination. 

Although  Hisiop  will  have  had  only  a 
year's  experience  in  municipal  politics  by 
the  November  elections,  he  is  confident 


that  his  knowledge  of  Ward  Six  will 
make  him  a  strong  contender.  The  large 
gay  population  in  Ward  Six  is  another 
factor  favouring  his  candidacy,  and  the 
position  would  allow  him  to  raise  and 
influence  gay-related  issues.  However, 
Hisiop  was  careful  to  point  out  that  he 
was  also  concerned  with  issues  affecting 
the  ward  as  a  whole. 

A  lifelong  resident  of  Toronto,  Hisiop 
has  long  been  interested  in  civic  politics 
and  urban  development.  Although  he 
supports  most  reformist  positions  in 
civic  politics,  such  as  preservation  of 
neighbourhoods  and  more  input  by  local 
residents  in  city  planning,  Hisiop 
stressed  that  he  didn't  want  to  be  aligned 
with  &  particular  group  on  city  council. 

Robert  Trow n 

Hot  Tub  trial  set 

TORONTO  —  Eleven  men  and  one 
woman  arrested  in  police  raids  last  Octo- 
ber on  the  Hot  Tub  Club  and  several 
private  homes  appeared  in  Provincial 
Court  January  17  and  were  ordered  by 
Associate  Chief  Judge  Harold  A  Rice  to 
stand  trial  September  8. 

The  twelve  were  arrested  on  charges 
ranging  from  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house  to  making  obscene  films.  They 
face  more  than  30  charges  as  a  result  of 
the  raids  conducted  on  five  different 
locations  in  Toronto  by  more  than  50 
Metro  police  officers. 

A  group  of  men  charged  as  found-ins 
at  the  Hot  TUb  Club,  a  gay  steambath, 
presumably  will  be  tried  separately  from 
the  "keepers"  and  alleged  filmmakers.  D 

Church  group  to  pay 
for  gay  organizer 

TORONTO  —  The  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Committee  of  the  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  has 
been  awarded  a  $4,000  grant  from  the 
inter-church  funding  agency  PLURA. 
The  grant  will  be  used  to  employ  a  full- 
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Up  against  City  Hall:  his  appointment  to  the  Planning  Board  made  George  Hisiop  the  first 
open  gay  man  in  the  history  of  city  politics.  Next:  the  fight  for  Ward  Six. 


time  grassroots  organizer  to  establish  a 
gay  poUtical  organization  in  rural  Onta- 
rio. 

Ontario  PLURA  is  funded  by  the 
major  Christian  churches,  and  makes 
grants  to  organizations  involved  in  social 
change. 

Announcing  the  grant,  PLURA 
stressed  that  it  "did  not  represent  any 
change  in  the  views  of  respective  chur- 
ches in  regard  to  homosexual  activity  or 
lifestyle,  and  that  no  approval  of  homo- 
sexual lifestyle  was  to  be  inferred." 
Ontario  PLURA  justified  the  grant  as  a 
way  "to  promote  the  protection  and  fur- 
ther development  of  equal  human  rights 
of  lesbians  and  gay  people  across 
Ontario."  In  1978,  a  similar  PLURA 


grant  was  given  to  the  Lesbian  Mothers' 
Defence  Committee. 

The  decision  was  attacked  by  Sun  col- 
umnist Claire  Hoy,  who  called  on  the 
five  churches  to  justify  their  use  of 
church  money  to  "proselytize  immoral 
activity."  Hoy,  a  Presbyterian,  quoted 
the  Rev  Donald  MacDonald,  executive 
officer  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Canada,  as  saying  that  the  funding  or- 
ganization had  been  given  a  great  deal  of 
autonomy  and  "may  not  have  very 
much  actual  church  connection  at  all..." 

Applications  for  the  CGRO  position 
are  being  accepted  until  February  10, 
1980,  through  29  Granby  Street, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1H8. 

Ross  IrwinD 


What  do  you  think  of  Toronto's  mayor,  John  Sewell? 


Chris  Gardiner 

31  Works  lor  major  corporation 
"He's  a  friend  of  the  gay  com- 
munity in  that  he's  made  him.self 
publicly  visible.  His  support  of 
us  may  hurl  him  in  time." 


Desmond  Smirl 

24        Film  historian 
"I  don't  think  he's  an  enemy, 
let's  put  it  thai  way.  The  only 
thing  he's  ever  done  is  appear  at 
the  Body  Politic  Rally.  The 
speech  did  little  except  stir  up 
some  hostility  toward  the  gay 
community." 


Randy  Coates 

30        Physician 
"He's  definitely  the  most  pro- 
gressive mayor  we've  had.  There 
is  more  confidence  for  people  to 
express  their  opinion.s  openly 
without  the  threat  of  censure." 


Arjen  Boorsma 

22         Law  Student 
"We  finally  found  a  politician 
who  had  courage  and  whom  we 
could  trust.  Mis  support  of  gays 
is  part  of  a  general  programme. 
He's  correct  on  every  issue  and 
intelligent  people  respect  him  for 
that  " 
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A  friendly,  relaxed, 

fully-licenced  lounge 

perfect  for  after-show 

drinks  and 

munchles. 


Make  friends 
with  Katrina. 

Drink,  dine  and  dance  in  Katrina's 
elegant  new  disco.  Experience  her 
astonishing  light  show.  Come  by 
for  her  *3.95  luncheon  buffet. 
Now,  isn't  that  an  easy  way  to  make 


friends? 


5  St.  Joseph  Street 
922^118 


Our  time  has  come! 

CGRO,  please  sign  me  up, 

I  support  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation 

in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  and  I  want  to  help  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Committee  of  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  win  that 
victory  now! 


Enrol  me  as  a  member  of  CGRO  ($10) 

Enrol  me  as  a  member  of  the  Eamilies 

and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Cays 

(hELAC)lS2) 

I  wish  lo  coniribuie  $ 

/  M'«/i  to  pledge  i  per  month 

for months 

I  wish  to  volunteer  my  time  to  the 
campainn. 

G/  am  not  able  to  contribute  financially 
at  present,  but  you  can  put  my  name  on 
the  mailing  list  of  '.    CGRO  '.    FFLAG 
You  may  You  many  not 

use  my  name  with  m\  member  of  the 
Ontario  leiiislature. 

Name   


/  have  enclosed  a  cheque  or  money  order 
I  wish  lo  charge  the  above  membership 
and  contribution  amounts  to  ^'isa  or 
Xiastercharge:  my  charge  information  is 
given  below. 


Charge  my  conirihuiion  lo: 
yisa  Mastercharge 

card  number 


Expiry  date 
Signature  _ 


Address 


Cilv 


Postal  Code . 


Telephone 
Stsinalure  _ 


I  M5 


Cheques  should  be  made  payable  lo  CGRO  or  FFI.  AG  or  Human  Rights.  .Mail  i<>: 
C  GRO  Human  Rights  C  ampaign  Committee,  tiox  822,  .Station  .-i,  Toronto.  Ontario 
H  IG3.  or  to:  FFI. AG.  29  Granhv  Street.  Toronto.  Ontario  \1Slt  IHH. 


J 


Stop  police  entrapment,  gays  tell 
Cop  Commission  subcommittee 


TORONTO  —  A  special  subcommittee 
of  the  Metro  Toronto  Police  Commis- 
sion, formed  to  meet  with  minority 
groups,  has  been  asked  by  gay  represen- 
tatives to  end  police  entrapment  in  parks 
and  washrooms,  and  to  clamp  down  on 
verbal  harassment  of  gays  by  police.  Al- 
though it  was  the  fifth  time  the  commit- 
tee had  met.  Chair  Phil  Givens  was  quick 
to  point  out  that  the  gay  minority  was 
the  first  to  be  specifically  dealt  with. 

Formed  in  response  to  the  recent 
Carter  Report  criticizing  relations 
between  police  and  minorities,  the  sub- 
committee consists  of  Police  Commis- 
sion Chairman  Phil  Givens,  Etobicoke 
Mayor  Dennis  Fiynn,  Deputy  Police 
Chief  Jack  Ackroyd,  and  Police  Chief 
Harold  Adamson  (not  present  at  the  De- 
cember 13  meeting).  Although  the  sub- 
committee promised  that  some  action 
would  be  taken  on  issues  raised,  they 
stressed  that  their  purpose  was  "to  hear 
specific  concerns  of  the  community,  not 
to  offer  instant  solutions." 

Representing  Toronto's  gay  commu- 
nity at  the  meeting  were  George  Hislop, 
Gerald  Hannon,  Brent  Hawkes,  Brian 
Mossop  and  John  Lee.  Much  of  the  dis- 
cussion focussed  on  police  entrapment 
in  parks  and  washrooms.  George 
Hislop,  pointing  out  how  much  money 
in  salaries  and  equipment  is  wasted  in 
entrapment  activities,  said  that  too 
many  arrests  were  being  made  through 
the  use  of  police  decoys.  He  said  that  26 
people  had  been  arrested  in  the  Parkside 
Tavern  during  1979,  and  an  increasing 
number  in  Toronto  parks.  He  was  told 
that  police  could  not  be  expected  to  stop 
enforcing  the  law.  John  Lee  countered 
that  police  should  concentrate  on  pre- 
venting so-called  criminal  activity,  citing 
the  Vancouver  Police  department's  pre- 
cedent of  simply  handing  out  warnings 
in  parks. 

Hislop  also  asserted  that  some  police 
are  clearly  out  to  arrest  as  many  gays  as 
possible.  He  cited  the  case  of  an  officer 
who  moved  from  11th  to  14th  Division, 
at  which  time  the  number  of  gays  arres- 
ted immediately  declined  in  Division  1 1 
and  increased  in  14.  Ackroyd  promised 
to  investigate  complaints  of  entrapment, 
and  to  discourage  verbal  harassment  at 
street  level  by  police  on  patrols. 

Lee  further  proposed  that  gays  be  in- 
volved in  the  training  of  new  officers, 
and  asked  whether  the  force  would  con- 
sider recruiting  openly  gay  members,  as 
has  been  done  in  San  Francisco.  Lee, 
however,  was  referred  to  another  sub- 
committee investigating  police 
recruitment  standards,  headed  by  crown 
lawyer  John  Clement. 

Predictably,  no  decisions  were  made 
at  the  meeting,  but  Givens  asked  gay 
representatives  to  meet  with  them  in  the 
new  year  with  "constructive  proposals 
for  the  subcommittee  to  consider  and 
possibly  present  to  the  Police  Commis- 
sion." No  date  was  set  for  this  sub- 
sequent meeting. 

Police  Chief  Harold  Adamson  is  due 
to  retire  in  March  of  this  year,  and  his 
likely  successor.  Deputy  Chief  Jack 


Ackroyd,  is  felt  to  be  more  sympathetic 
to  concerns  of  community  groups,  inclu- 
ding gays.  Past  events,  however,  indicate 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  police  to 
act  on  complaints. 

Gay  leaders,  along  with  other  minori- 
ties, presented  grievances  to  the  Com- 
mission at  meetings  April  5  and  June  28 
of  last  year,  but  the  complaints  were 
brushed  aside.  In  previous  years,  gay 
leaders  have  asked  many  times  that  of- 
ficials halt  entrapment  in  parks  and 
washrooms,  but  to  no  avail.  In  recent 
years,  a  number  of  gay  organizations 
have  tried  to  force  police  to  deal  with 
homophobic  crowds  outside  the  St 
Charles  Tavern  on  Hallowe'en.  Police 
have  co-operated  to  a  limited  extent, 
stepping  up  patrols  in  the  area  and  in- 
creasing arrests,  but  have  never  preven- 
ted the  crowds  from  forming. 

The  new  police-gays  liaison  may  well 
result  in  more  responsible  police  beha- 
viour, but  the  gay  community  won't  be 
holding  its  breath. 

The  last  person  to  speak  was  Roland 
Parker,  counsel  for  Metro  Toronto.  Pre- 
viously silent,  he  simply  added  that 
meetings  and  good  feelings  were  all  well 
and  good,  but  everyone  had  to  remem- 
ber that  the  police  were  there  to  enforce 
the  law. 

Robert  Trow  D 

This  is  a  happy  story 

When  Christine  McDonald  came  to 
Canada  to  visit  for  the  first  time  recent- 
ly, she  wanted  to  be  sure  that  she  could 
get  through  Customs  while  wearing  a 
gay-identified  button.  "Principles,"  as 
she  put  it,  "v5  practicality."  So  she  rang 
up  the  Canadian  High  Commission  in 
London  to  ask. 

McDonald,  an  officer  in  England's 
Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality 
(CHE),  writes  that  "I  spoke  at  some 
length  to  a  woman  whose  obtuseness 
must  surely  have  been  wilful  (I'd  hate  to 
think  anyone  was  naturally  that  dense). 
When  I'd  gone  through  the  thing  for  the 
fourth  time,  she  eventually  decided  that 
she  was  incompetent  to  give  me  an 
answer.  At  that  point,  Mr  Romano,  the 
First  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  came 
on,  and  understood  after  being  asked 
only  once.  Very  blandly  he  assured  me 
that  there  would  be  no  trouble  at  all. 
'It's  not  America,  you  know,'  he  added 
cheerily. 

"During  the  seven-hour  flight,  I 
began  to  worry  again.  The  Enlightened- 
but-Moral  inquiries  of  the  missionary 
sitting  next  to  me  did  nothing  to  raise  my 
spirits.  The  air  hostess,  in  whom  I  con- 
fided, suggested  I  would  better  be  safe 
than  sorry. 

"By  the  landing,  I  was  feeling  so 
bloody  that  1  decided  to  keep  my  badge 
on.  With  my  front  proudly  emblazoned, 
'Yes,  I'm  homosexual  too,'  I 
approached  the  passport  officer,  who 
scrutinized  my  passport  slowly,  then  put 
on  her  glasses  to  scrutinize  me.  A  pause. 
I  quailed.  Then,  '1  really  like  your  but- 
ton,' she  said,  'have  a  nice  visit.'  "D 
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Judge  denies  right  to  jury 
Barracks  defendants  appeal 


TORONTO  —  The  five  men  accused  of 
"keeping"  The  Barracks  as  a  common 
bawdy  house  have  asked  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ontario  to  quash  an  order 
made  January  4  directing  the  men  to 
stand  trial  January  28. 

A  motion  filed  with  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  be  heard  March  25,  asks  the 
court  to  quash  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Harold  A  Rice's  finding  that  he  had  jur- 
isdiction to  try  the  men,  and  that  Rice  be 
prohibited  from  taking  any  further  steps 
in  The  Barracks  trial  on  the  ground  that 
he  lacks  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  matter. 

Morris  Manning,  counsel  for  the  five 
men  (TBP,  Dec/ Jan),  had  argued  that 
provincial  court  judges  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  try  people  accused  of  indictable 
(serious)  offences  unless  they  were  given 
federal  governor-general's  patents  to  do 
so.  In  a  brief  oral  judgment  delivered 
January  4,  Rice  said  that  provincial 
court  judges  had  been  hearing  such 
charges  for  a  long  time,  and  that  custom 
gave  them  an  acquired  right  to  do  so. 

Manning  had  also  argued  that  there 
was  a  constitutional  right  to  trial  by  jury 
on  any  charge  involving  a  maximum 
sentence  of  two  years  in  jail  or  more. 
Rice,  however,  again  cited  the  "passage 
of  time"  theory  as  authority  for  the  pro- 
position that  jury  trials  could  be  dispen- 
sed with.  He  added  that  in  the  Louis  Riel 
treason  trial,  a  magistrate  and  six  jurors 
had  tried  the  accused.  If  the  traditional 
number  of  1 2  j urors  could  be  reduced  to 
six,  he  said,  there  was  no  constitutional 
reason  it  could  not  be  eliminated  altoge- 
ther. 

In  response  to  Manning's  submissions 
that  the  bawdy  house  laws  were  so  vague 
as  to  be  unconstitutional.  Rice  ruled  that 
the  court  must  interpret  laws  as  it  finds 
them,  no  matter  how  vague. 

Further  argument  to  the  effect  that 
the  bawdy  house  laws  were  unconstitu- 
tional because  they  invaded  the  provin- 
cial jurisdiction  of  property  matters 
prompted  Rice  to  declare  that  the  fed- 
eral Parliament  had  wide  jurisdiction  to 
enact  criminal  laws,  and  the  fact  that  a 
criminal  law  might  have  a  property  as- 
pect did  not  detract  from  its  validity. 

Rice  said  nothing  about  Manning's 
claim  that,  since  the  bawdy  house  laws 
involved  considerations  of  public  moral- 
ity, the  charges  facing  the  five  "keep- 
ers" should  be  tried  by  a  jury. 

Observers  were  generally  disappointed 
with  Rice's  brief  judgment,  which  did 
not  consider  in  much  detail  a  number  of 
the  constitutional  issues  which  had  been 
raised. 

The  same  issues  will  be  argued  in  more 
detail  before  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  the  March  25  hearing,  a  spokes- 
person from  Manning's  office  told  TBP. 

At  the  January  hearing,  Assistant 
Crown  Attorney  Paul  Culver  requested 
the  accused  to  enter  a  plea  right  away, 
but  after  Manning  objected  to  the 
request  it  was  overruled. 

Although  the  "keepers"  are 
scheduled  to  appear  in  Provincial  Court 
January  28  for  trial,  it  is  expected  that 
nothing  substantial  will  take  place  while 


the  Supreme  Court  motion  is  pending. 
Similarly,  it  is  expected  that  the  trial  of 
the  found-ins  will  not  start  until  all  mat- 
ters concerning  the  keepers  have  been 
concluded. 

A  spokesperson  for  Manning's  office 
said  that,  on  his  clients'  instructions,  all 
plea  bargains  offered  by  the  Crown  to 
date  had  been  rejected. 

PaulTrollopeD 


NIAGARA  FALLS  —  Gay  Unity  Nia- 
gara has  appealed  to  residents  of  the 
Niagara  region  to  boycott  the  Port  Col- 
borne  News  as  a  result  of  that  paper's  re- 
fusal to  print  a  classified  ad  for  Gay 
Youth  Niagara.  The  ad  was  accepted  by 
three  daily  and  six  weekly  papers  in  the 
region  when  the  youth  group  began  to 
advertise  itself  last  June. 

The  Twilight  Villa  Social  Club  in  St 
Catharines  has  succumbed  to  a  summer 
and  fall  of  sustained  harassment  and 
vandalism.  The  club,  which  occupied 
premises  at  1 17  Chetwood  St  for  the  past 
five  years,  has  been  sold. 

Neighbourhood  teenagers  are  believed 
to  be  responsible  for  the  violence  which 
has  included  damage  to  vehicles  in  the 
club's  parking  lot,  a  fire-bomb  threat 
last  Hallowe'en,  and  the  shattering  of 
windows  and  doors  by  showers  of  rocks 
and  debris. 

During  one  such  assault  last 
November,  a  woman  was  struck  on  the 
head  by  a  chunk  of  concrete  which  pas- 
sed through  one  of  the  club's  wooden 
doors.  She  had  to  be  taken  to  hospital  by 
ambulance  for  treatment. 

The  club  has  complained  to  Liberal 
MPP  Jim  Bradley,  to  city  council  and  to 
the  Niagara  Regional  Police.  D 
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"We  are  on  our  way  at  last!"  is  the  ex- 
cited message  from  Philip  Salmon,  one 
of  the  organizers  of  FLAG  (Fredericton 
Lesbians  and  Gays).  Thirty-four  people 
turned  up  for  the  first  general  meeting, 
and  the  group  held  its  first  social  Jan- 
uary 19.  A  phone  line  is  the  next  project, 
and  a  weekly  drop-in  has  already 
started.  FLAG,  P  O  Box  1556,  Stn  A, 
Fredericton,  NB  E3B  5G2. 

Volume  I,  Number  I  of  The  Glad  Rag 
was  published  in  December.  The  news- 
letter of  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie 
University,  it  promises  to  keep  "one  eye 
firmly  focused  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
institution."  Available  from  :  The 
editor,  c/o  The  Inquiry  Desk,  Student 
Union  Building,  Dalhousie  University, 
Halifax. 

Gay  Unity  Niagara  is  one  of  the  new- 
est and  most  active  groups  in  southern 
Ontario.  They've  started  the  80s  with  the 
first  issue  of  their  newsletter.  Gay 
Niagara  News,  available  from  P  O  Box 
692,  Niagara  Falls.  ON  L2E  6V5.L] 
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Help  make  it  a  fact. 

Nomination  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Gay 
Electors,  8:00  p.m.,  Thursday,  March  13,  1980,  at 
the  519  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 

A  paid  political  announcement 
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Greeks  protest  police  seizure 
of  liomosexuai  movement  journal 


ATHENS  —  Police  haved  seized  all 
copies  of  the  fall  edition  of  Amphi,  the 
quarterly  journal  of  AKOE,  the  Greek 
gay  organization. 

Police  raided  the  magazine's  offices  in 
November,  almost  two  and  a  half 
months  after  the  issue  was  published. 
Bookstores  and  newsstands  selling  the 
journal  have  also  been  raided.  The 
Public  Prosecutor  has  announced  that  a 
charge  of  "offending  public  morals" 
would  be  brought  against  the  magazine. 
A  poem  in  the  issue  contained  a  word 
most  closely  translated  as  "prick." 

The  seizure  is  the  second  government 
move  against  the  gay  press  in  less  than 
three  months.  In  September,  authorities 
cancelled  without  explanation  the  tax 
concession  on  newsprint  granted  auto- 
matically to  Greek  newspapers  and  mag- 
azines publishing  at  least  four  times  a 
year.  Amphi  has  no  way  of  appealing 
the  order. 

AKOE  leaders  first  feared  that  the 
raids  would  scare  off  gay  support,  but 
the  publicity  appears  to  have  done  just 


the  opposite.  The  latest  issue  of  Amphi 
is  selling  fast  and  membership  has  grown. 
For  the  first  time,  a  women's  branch  has 
been  started,  and  a  feature  article  on  les- 
bianism in  the  new  /4mp/j/  is  the  first 
time  that  the  topic  has  been  openly  dis- 
cussed in  this  traditionally  male-domin- 
ated country. 

Hundreds  of  people  attended  a  meet- 
ing chaired  by  writer  and  poet  Loukas 
Theodorakopoulos  to  protest  the  confis- 
cation. Women's  groups,  student  organ- 
izations and  professional  associations 
sent  messages  of  support.  More  than 
2,000  Greek  intellectuals  and  public 
figures  have  lent  their  names  to  a  petition 
campaign  protesting  the  seizures.  Over- 
seas support  is  also  growing. 

"The  government  will  be  monitoring 
response,"  said  an  Amphi  collective 
member,  "both  from  Greek  intellectuals 
and  organizations  here  and  abroad.  It  is 
still  lobbying  to  join  the  Common 
Market  and  if,  say,  the  newspapers  in 
Holland  editorialize  the  way  they  did  a- 
bout  our  proposed  anti-homosexual  law, 
I  think  we'd  be  acquitted  at  trial."  D 


Excommunicated  Mormon  Sonia  Johnson 

Mormons  throw  out 
pro-ERA  activist 

STERLING,  VA  —  The  Mormon 
church  has  excommunicated  feminist 
Sonia  Johnson  after  a  church  trial  found 
her  guilty  of  "spreading  false  doctrine." 

Johnson  had  founded  a  group  called 
"Mormons  for  ERA,"  and  has  spoken 
in  support  of  the  measure  which  would 
enshrine  women's  rights  in  the  US  Con- 
stitution. The  church  strongly  opposes 
ERA,  saying  it  threatens  the  American 
family. 

Under  church  law,  Johnson  can  no 
longer  participate  in  church  activities, 
and  will  not  be  allowed  to  join  her  fam- 
ily in  heaven.  She  is  considering  whether 
to  appeal  the  decision  to  Mormon  Presi- 
dent Spencer  W  Kimball,  considered  by 
believers  to  be  a  prophet  who  receives  re- 
velations direct  from  God.D 


Senator  introduces 
gay  rights  legislation 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Democratic 
Senator  Paul  Tsongas  introduced  a  bill 
into  the  Senate  December  5  to  prohibit 
employers  from  discriminating  against 
or  refusing  to  hire  a  person  because  of 
their  sexual  preference.  According  to 
Steve  Endean  of  the  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby,  the  bill  is  "an  historic 
step  for  gay  rights  that  will  give  the  issue 
visibiUty  and  respectibihty." 

Tsongas  plans,  however,  to  wait  until 
after  the  1980  elections  before  attempt- 
ing to  schedule  hearings  on  the  bill.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Senator,  "a  better 
chmate"  for  such  a  bill  will  exist  at  that 
time,  and  the  delay  will  allow  a  year  to 
build  support  for  the  measure. 

The  bill  comes  at  a  time  when  anti-gay 
legislation  has  also  been  introduced  in 
the  Senate.  The  "Family  Protection 
Act"  was  introduced  in  September  by 
Republican  Senator  Paul  Laxalt  from 
Nevada.  The  proposed  law  includes 
three  clauses  directed  against  gays.  The 
first  would  prohibit  the  use  of  Federal 
Legal  Service  funds  for  lawsuits  invol- 
ving gays.  Another  would  forbid  any  use 
of  federal  funds  for  groups  presenting 
homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle, 
and  a  third  would  declare  that  job  dis- 
crimination against  gays  could  never  be 
ruled  to  be  unlawful.  D 

Dissident  director 
seeks  to  emigrate 

PARIS  —  Gay  Soviet  filmmaker  Sergei 
Paradjanov  has  asked  his  government 
for  permission  to  emigrate  to  France. 

Paradjanov,  an  Armenian  noted  for 
his  support  of  the  rights  of  national 
minorities  in  the  USSR,  was  imprisoned 


in  1973,  ostensibly  because  of  his  homo- 
sexuality. After  a  one-man  demonstra- 
tion in  Moscow  by  Italian  gay  leader 
Angelo  Pezzana,  and  calls  for  Paradjan- 
ov's  release  by  the  Italian  and  French 
Communist  Parties,  the  Soviet  govern- 
ment announced  the  director  had  been 
freed  in  December  1977. 

In  Paris,  a  Committee  for  the  Liberty 
oi  Paradjanov  was  recently  formed  to 
pressure  Moscow  to  grant  the  request  to 
emigrate.  The  committee  has  so  far 
refused  to  take  up  the  gay  issue.  "We 
prefer  to  utilize  his  art  for  the  Armenian 
cause,"  said  a  spokesperson. D 

Firing  of  caretaker 
upheld  by  Tribunal 

GLASGOW  —  A  decision  by  a  Scottish 
Industrial  Tribunal  upholding  the  firing 
of  a  gay  school  worker  has  shocked  gay 
rights  activists  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

John  Saunders,  a  school  caretaker  for 
two  and  a  half  years,  was  suddenly  dis- 
missed last  fall  after  an  anonymous  cal- 
ler informed  his  employer,  the  Scottish 
National  Camps  Association,  that  he 
was  gay.  Saunders  appealed  the  firing  to 
the  Industrial  Tribunal,  a  local  labour 
relations  board. 

In  a  detailed  written  verdict,  Ian 
Macdonald,  President  of  Industrial 
Tribunals  in  Scotland,  accepted  evidence 
that  Saunders  was  not  sexually 
interested  in  children.  However, 
Macdonald  went  on  to  support  the  fir- 
ing as  fair  and  reasonable. 

Saunder's  lawyer,  Derek  Ogg,  said  the 
verdict  was  "unbelievable.  It  makes  a 
mockery  of  the  Employment  Protection 
Act  and  has  implications  way  beyond 
gay  rights.  This  will  affect  all  trade 
unions  because  the  decision  says  that 
as  long  as  employers  think  something  is 
fair  then  it  is  accepted  as  fair,  even  if  it 
can  be  shown  to  be  unreasonable,  pre- 
judiced and  ignorant." 

The  Scottish  Homosexual  Rights 
Group  is  backing  Saunders  in  an  appeal 
to  the  Employment  Appeals  Tribunal.  If 
that  Tribunal  refuses  to  overrule  the 
verdict,  the  battle  will  continue  through 
the  Scottish  courts.  "And  if  that  means  I 
have  to  travel  down  to  London  and  take 
the  case  all  the  way  to  the  House  of 
Lords  then  I'll  do  it,"  said  Saunders. D 

Rome  centre  opens 

ROME  —  The  Italian  gay  organization 
OMPO  has  opened  Rome's  first  gay 
centre  with  an  international  festival  of 
the  gay  press. 

Members  of  OMPO  occupied  an  a- 
bandoned  abattoir  in  June,  officially 
opened  as  Gay  House  September  22. 
The  festival,  which  received  wide 
comment  in  the  Italian  press,  included 
displays  on  gay  history,  on  film  director 
Pier  Paolo  Pasolini,  and  other  gay  art- 
ists and  writers.  A  library  of  books  and 
periodicals  about  homosexuality  was 
opened  to  the  public,  and  the  centre  will 
also  house  a  counselling  service. 

It  appears  that  the  city  government 
will  not  attempt  to  evict  the  gay  group 
from  the  building.  Negotiations  are  un- 
derway which  may  result  in  formal  re- 
cognition of  the  centre.  D 


Assembly  retreats  on 
penal  code  reform 

PARIS  —  The  National  Assembly  has 
failed  to  give  homosexuality  complete 
legal  equality  with  heterosexuality  under 
the  French  penal  code. 

A  bill  introduced  by  the  French  Soc- 
ialist Party  and  Le  Mouvement  des  Rad- 
icaux  de  Gauche  (Left  Radicals'  Move- 
ment) sought  to  repeal  two  articles  in  the 
code.  Article  330  singled  out  homosex- 
ual acts  with  minors  for  special  punish- 
ment, while  331  provided  more  severe 
penalties  when  acts  of  "public  indecen- 
cy" involved  homosexuals.  The  Senate 
had  already  voted  for  repeal. 

Although  the  Assembly  moved  to 
strike  down  article  331  November  14,  it 
voted  to  retain  article  330  which  provid- 
ed special  penalties  for  "the  crime  of  an 
indecent  act  or  an  act  against  nature 
with  a  minor  of  the  same  sex." 

The  French  gay  newspaper  Gai  Pied 
called  the  move  "flagrant  backsliding. 
The  segregation  between  homosexual 
and  heterosexual  crimes  has  been  main- 
tained." 

Senator  H  Caillavet,  who  introduced 
the  bill  for  repeal  in  the  Senate  in  March 
1978,  felt  that  it  was  still  possible  to  have 
the  Assembly  reverse  its  decision.  How- 
ever, the  president  of  the  powerful  as- 
sembly law  commission,  Jean  Foyer, 
seems  opposed  to  any  further  moves  to 
equalize  the  law.  n 

People  sell  us  out 
and  win  PG  rating 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Hundreds  of  San 
Francisco  gays  coughed  up  $15  for  the 
privilege  of  appearing  in  a  Hallowe'en 
shooting  of  the  Village  People's  feature 
film.  Can 't  Stop  The  Music,  only  to  find 
that  they  were  to  appear  behind  a  group 
of  peiid  extras,  discreetly  coupled  in 
man-woman  pairs. 

The  Hallowe'en  party  filming  quickly 
turned  into  a  minor  political  incident,  as 
the  gays  moved  into  the  spots  reserved 
for  the  "rent-a-straights"  and  refused  to 
move.  The  filming  had  to  proceed  with  a 
predominantly  gay  background. 

Behind  this  filming  incident  lies  a  rad- 
ical transformation  in  the  image  of  the 
disco  group  which  came  to  prominence 
two  years  ago  as  a  "gay  ensemble." 
Music  industry  promoter  Jacques  Morali 
brought  the  group  together  and  built 
their  entire  image  on  his  version  of 
macho  drag  stereotypes.  The  Village 
People  were  soon  at  the  top  of  the  charts 
and  Anita  Bryant  Ministries  was  pro- 
claiming, with  much  distress,  that  "it  is 
alarming  that  this  is  one  of  the  top  recor- 
ding groups  in  the  nation." 

Bryant's  alarm  was  a  bit  premature: 
with  every  commercial  success,  the 
Village  People  have  further  downplayed 
their  gay  image.  Group  "hard  hat" 
David  Hodo  told  one  interviewer, 
"Don't  call  it  a  gay  group.  Not  all  our 
members  are  gay."  By  the  time  of  the 
filming  of  Can 't  Stop  The  Music,  pro- 
moter Morali  was  saying  that  the  film 
would  have  "no  overt  reference  to  gay 
lifestyles  and  would  earn  a  PG 
rating."n 
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Dutch  Homo  Squad  asks  an  unidentified 
American  tourist  if  he  is  a  homosexual 


Group  asks  parties 
for  gay  rights  plank 

WASHINGTON,  DC— As  the  pace  of 
the  American  presidential  election  picks 
up,  the  major  parties  and  potential  can- 
didates are  being  pressed  to  reveal  their 
stand  on  discrimination  against  gays. 
California  governor  Jerry  Brown  was 
first  to  come  out  for  gay  rights,  followed 
by  Senator  Edward  Kennedy. 

Brown  told  a  fundraising  benefit  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Gay  Community  Ser- 
vices Center  that,  if  elected  president,  he 
would  sign  an  executive  order  reinforc- 
ing the  rights  of  lesbians  and  gays.  In 
Portland,  Oregon,  he  told  a  mostly  gay 
audience  that  "human  rights  begins  at 
home.  Every  citizen,  regardless  of  sex- 
ual orientation,  is  entitled  to  full  citizen- 
ship." 

Brown  was  the  only  presidential  can- 
didate to  attend  a  November  27  fund- 
raising  rally  at  The  Pier,  a  Washington 
gay  bar. 

The  audience  of  800  booed  a  low-level 
representative  sent  by  President  Carter. 
Carter's  popularity  has  continued  to 
drop  since  the  State  Department 
decision  to  continue  refusing  foreign 
gays  entry  to  the  US. 

The  deputy  director  of  issues  in  the 
Kennedy  campaign  received  polite  ap- 
plause when  she  read  a  message  from 
Senator  Kennedy  which  opposed  dis- 
crimination. It  was  not  until  January  8 
that  the  NGTF  announced  Kennedy  had 
informed  them  he  would  support  a  gay 
rights  plank  in  the  Democratic  platform, 
and  if  elected  President  would  sign  an 
executive  order  banning  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  government. 

The  rally  was  organized  by  The 
National  Convention  Project  (NCP),  an 
organization  working  to  have  a  gay 
rights  plank  included  in  the  election  plat- 
forms of  the  major  parties.  The  group  is 
sponsored  by  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  and  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby. 

"We're  quite  encouraged  that  a  solid 
gay  rights  plank  is  a  realistic  goal  in  the 
1980  Democratic  platform."  said  NCP 
co-ordinator  Tom  Bastow.  The  group 
has  sent  out  an  information  packet  to 
Republican  officials  which  included  an 
article  by  Ronald  Reagan,  and  letters 
from  Republican  congressmen  urging 
passage  of  the  Gay  Rights  Bill  before 
Congress. 

In  other  election  efforts,  a  petition 
containing  5 1 ,000  signatures  was  pre- 
sented to  Carter  aides  December  19.  It 
called  on  the  President  to  issue  an  ex- 
ecutive order  banning  discrimination  in 
Federal  employment  and  government 
programmes.  Presidential  assistant  Ann 
Wexler  assured  NGTF  representatives 
that  an  executive  order  and  other  steps 
are  "under  active  consideration. "D 

Argentine  bar  raided 

BUENOS  AIRES  -  Until  recently,  the 
only  gay-identified  spots  to  be  found 
since  the  1976  coup  existed  in  the  sub- 
urbs which  lie  outside  the  jurisdiction  of 
rtie  Federal  Police.  Early  in  1979.  how- 
ever, a  new  bar  called  Pato's  opened 
downtown.  The  owner,  a  former  mili- 


tary officer,  claimed  that  the  establish- 
ment had  police  protection.  The  bar  was 
an  instant  success.  On  a  Saturday  night 
last  May,  however.  Federal  Police 
swooped  down  and  arrested  123  men. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  homosexual- 
ity is  not  against  the  law  in  Argentina, 
the  men  had  "homosexual"  stamped  on 
their  military  identification  papers.  Ar- 
gentine men  are  required  to  carry  these 
papers  with  them  at  all  times.  It  is  repor- 
ted that  several  of  the  men  have  since 
been  charged  with  criminal  offences. 

Since  the  raid,  gay  life  in  the  capital 
continues  to  be  restricted  to  private  par- 
ties, street  cruising  and  washrooms.  Al- 
though Pato's  has  reopened  at  another 
location,  it  is  avoided  by  its  former 
clientele. 

"If  things  are  not  visible,  it's  OK," 
said  a  source.  "But  as  soon  as  any  place 
starts  to  become  predominantly  gay,  the 
police  begin  to  check  identification  and 
harass  the  customers. ' '  D 

Mexican  challenges 
anti-gay  border  laws 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Jaime  Chavez,  a 
Mexican  dress  designer,  was  detained  for 
two  days  as  a  "suspected  homosexual" 
by  US  immigration  officers  at  San  Fran- 
cisco Airport. 

Chavez,  who  speaks  only  Spanish, 
was  delivering  dresses  to  a  US  customer 
and  was  detained  December  29  after  of- 
ficials discovered  the  dresses  in  a  routine 
search  of  his  suitcases.  The  designer  was 
arrested,  strip-searched  and  held 
incommunicado  for  24  hours. 

Don  Knutson,  attorney  and  director 
for  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  announced 
that  a  lawsuit  would  be  filed  on  the 
man's  behalf  citing  illegal  arrest,  false 
imprisonment,  and  defamation  of 
character.  Pen^ling  resolution  of  his 
case,  Chavez  was  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  US,  but  his  passport  was  stamped 
"subject  to  exclusion  on  the  basis  of  ho- 
mosexuality." 

In  response  to  a  large  number  of  such 
incidents.  Gay  Rights  Advocates  is  also 
planning  a  class  action  suit  against  the 
Public  Health  Service  and  the  Immigra- 
tion and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  to 
"seek  a  Federal  court  determination  of 
the  legality  of  the  exclusionary  process." 

The  INS  procedure  for  excluding  gays 
had  been  disrupted  last  August  when  the 
Surgeon  General  ruled  that  the  Public 
Health  Service  would  no  longer  examine 
prospective  visitors  to  determine  their 
sexual  orientation,  since  homosexuality 
was  no  longer  considered  a  "mental 
disease  or  a  defect." 

However,  a  recent  ruling  by  Assistant 
Attorney  General  John  H  Harmon  or- 
dered the  INS  nonetheless  to  enforce  a 
statutory  ban  on  the  entrance  of  gay 
aliens  into  the  US. 

Harmon's  decision,  which  increases 
the  powers  of  US  immigration  officers 
to  question  visitors  on  their  sex  lives, 
was  denounced  by  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force.  NGTF  Co-directors  Charles 
Brydon  and  Lucia  Valeska  announced 
they  would  use  "every  available 
means  ...  to  prevent  the  government 
from  instigating  a  peeping-Tom 
operation  at  our  borders."  D 


US  entty  rule  draws  Dutch  fire 


AMSTERDAM  —  The  American  move 
banning  gays  from  entry  into  the  US  has 
raised  a  storm  of  controversy  in  Hol- 
land. 

Dutch  members  of  parliament  are 
signing  a  letter  to  the  US  government 
describing  the  anti-gay  regulations  as 
"deeply  disturbing"  and  "unaccept- 
able." Harry  van  den  Berg,  Labour 
Party  member  of  the  Dutch  Parliament, 
will  be  asking  for  a  hearing  before  the 
Select  Commission  on  Immigration 
when  he  and  other  Dutch  parliament- 
arians visit  the  US  early  in  February. 

In  a  related  story,  former  American 
citizen  Bear  Capron  has  been  notified 
that  his  visa  allowing  him  to  return  to 
visit  the  United  States  has  been  can- 


Gay  supervisor  wins 
run-off  election  bid 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Gay  activist  Harry 
Britt  has  been  elected  to  the  District 
Supervisor's  seat  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed after  the  assassination  of 
Harvey  Milk  in  November,  1978. 

In  a  hotly  contested  runoff  election 
December  11,  Britt  received  54%  of  the 
vote  in  the  largely  gay  District  Five.  As 
the  elected  supervisor  who  tallied  the 
highest  number  of  votes,  it  is  expected 
that  Britt  will  become  president  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Also  returned  to  her  post  was  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein.  Although  both  major 
SF  gay  papers.  The  Sentinel  and  The  Bay 
Area  Reporter,  opposed  Feinstein^nd 
endorsed  her  opponent  Quentin  Kopp,  it 
appears  that  it  was  support  from  gay  vo- 
ters which  ensured  her  victory.  Fein- 
stein had  run  afoul  of  the  gay 
community  on  several  issues  since  her 
appointment  following  the  assassination 
of  George  Moscone.  Both  she  and  Kopp 
had  campaigned  hard  for  the  gay  vote. 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  Milk  / 
Moscone  assassination  was  commemor- 
ated November  27,  when  an  estimated 
20,000  lesbians  and  gay  men  carrying 
candles  wound  their  way  through  the 
silent  streets  to  City  Hall.D 

Ybuth  book  beats 
right-wing  censor  bid 

MELBOURNE  —  In  a  rebuff  to  right- 
wing  groups  pressing  for  censorship  of 
gay  publications,  the  State  of  Victoria's 
Classification  of  Publications  Board  has 
ruled  that  Younn.  Gay  &  Proud (YGP) 
is  suitable  for  sale  to  persons  under  Ihc 
age  of  eighteen. 

"The  right-wing  tried  to  bring  out  ihc 
big  censorship  guns  and  they've  tailed," 
said  Gary  Jaynes,  a  spokesperson  for  the 


celled.  Capron,  a  naturalized  Dutch  citi- 
zen, signed  an  affadavit  January  8  de- 
claring he  was  a  homosexual,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  American  consulate  in 
Amsterdam  in  order  to  challenge  US  im- 
migration law. 

In  an  amusing  publicity  stunt,  two  gay 
men  and  two  lesbians  wearing  police 
uniforms  and  badges  saying  "Homo 
Squad  Holland,  Queer  Section"  asked 
American  tourists  on  incoming  flights 
January  10  whether  they  were 
homosexual.  None  of  the  tourists  re- 
vealed they  were  gay,  nor  did  any  know 
of  US  policy  denying  entrance  visas  to 
homosexuals.  The  action  was  widely  re- 
ported in  the  Dutch  press  and  tele- 
vision. D 


Gay  Teachers  and  Students  Group 
(OTSG),  publishers  of  YGP.  The  ruling 
came  after  the  book  was  brought  to  the 
Board's  attention  as  a  publication  which 
"might  warrant  restriction." 

The  GTSG  has  been  successful  in 
building  support  for  the  book  within  the 
two  unions  representing  secondary 
teachers  in  Victoria.  In  September,  both 
unions  sent  copies  of  YGP  to  each  of 
their  branches,  provoking  "lively  discus- 
sion" in  the  state's  secondary  schools. 

The  mailings  were  a  response  to  a  di- 
rective by  Education  Minister  Lindsay 
Thompson  in  March  1979  which  banned 
from  the  schools  all  materials  —  specif- 
ically yCF— which  "foster  homosex- 
uahty."  Thompson  has  since  been  re- 
placed as  ministe»-by  Alan  Hunt. 

A  letter-writing  campaign  organized 
by  the  GTSG  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
government  to  shift  its  position  slightly. 
Althought  Hunt  reaffirmed  Thompson's 
directive,  he  said  it  did  not  necessarily 
apply  to  YGP,  "The  judgment  as  to 
what  literature  should  be  excluded  on 
this  basis  rests  with  the  school,"  he  said. 

The  GTSG  is  still  far  from  satisfied 
with  the  government's  attitude.  "So 
long  as  Thompson's  directive  remains, 
the  government  is  pandering  to  the  anti- 
gay  prejudices  among  decision  makers  in 
schools,"  said  Jaynes.  "To  the  homo- 
phobic mind,  any  book  or  film  which 
fails  to  condemn  homosexuality  can  be 
said  to  'foster'  it.  The  directive  is  a 
powerful  weapon  if  anti-gay  principals 
want  to  use  it."D 

International  News  Credits 
Gay  community  News  (Boston),  Metro  Star 
(Dallas-Fl  Worth).  Ted  Stroll  (Portland), 
The  fl/atyf  (Washington,  DC),  San  Diego 
(Jpdaie  (San  Diego),  The  Sentinel  (San 
Francisco),  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San  Fran- 
cisco). High  C«J'' (Cleveland),  Philadelphia 
Gay  Sews.  (Philadelphia),  Gay  Community 
.\ews  (Melbourne).  Gay  .\ews  (I  ondon). 
Gay  Scotland  (l-ii\nb\irg.h),  I  e  Gai  Picd 
(Paris),  O.MPO  (Rome).  Gllle^  Barbedetic, 
(Paris). 
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WATCH  FOR . . . 


A  film  by 

Wolfgang  Petersen 

Starring  Jurgen  Prochnow 
and  Ernst  Hannawald 


AOM)Tt*NCC 


It  «***  o>  *ai  01  om" 


18  cinemas 
Eaton  Centre 

Dundas  St.  593-4535 


by  Ken  Popert 


Help  them  see  Cruising 


Afterwards,  as  we  lay  in  the  almost  dark 
bedroom,  he  lit  a  cigarette  and  casually 
exhaled: 

"I  saw  a  trailer  last  week  for  that  mo- 
vie, the  one  there's  been  so  much  fuss 
about.  Cruising!  It  was  just  still  shots, 
you  know?  Looks  exciting,  I  want  to  see 
it." 

I  frown.  "But  that  movie  exploits  ig- 
norance. It  exploits  us." 

Words  fall  into  line,  an  army  of  para- 
graphs begins  to  march.  Mere  preaching 
to  the  unconverted? 

But  there's  more  than  one  unconver- 
ted here.  I  don't  know  what  I  want  to 
say.  The  ranks  of  rhetoric  waver  and 
break.  After  a  pause,  I  confess,  just  one 
faggot  to  another  now:  "I  want  to  see  it 
too."  We  smile. 

If  he  wants  to  see  it,  if  part  of  me 
wants  to  see,  how  many  other  gay  men 
want  to  see  Cruising!  What  does  this 
guilty  desire  mean  for  those,  including 
me,  who  are  concerned  about  this  movie 
and  its  effects? 

Cruising  will  open  February  15  in  Tor- 
onto. And  the  censors,  among  us  and  in 
us,  are  restless. 

Some  suggest  a  picket  line  in  front  of 
the  theatre  to  express  our  anger  that  this 
movie  is  being  shown.  Others  propose 
more  direct  action  which  will  interfere 
with  its  screening. 

We  have  to  be  very  clear  about  the  na- 
ture of  these  tactics.  Any  action  which 
stops  the  film  from  being  shown  or  pre- 
vents people  from  seeing  it  is  an  act  of 
suppression.  Any  action  which  implies 
that  it  shouldn't  be  shown  or  that  people 
shouldn't  see  it  reveals  the  desire  to  sup- 
press. 

And  behind  this  desire  to  suppress 
lurks  the  crude  conviction  that  Cruising 
has  just  one  message  to  deliver  and  that 
the  effect  of  that  message  on  the  viewer 
is  fully  ascertainable.  The  protesters  in 
New  York  who  tried  to  stop  the  filming 
maintained  (with  variations)  that  the 
message  of  Cruising  is  this:  violence  and 
murder  are  in  the  nature  of  homosex- 
uality. They  speculated  that  the  movie 
will  augment  a  social  ambience  which 
promotes  violence  against  gay  men. 

The  neutral  viewer  may  well  take  this 
meaning  from  Cruising.  And  the  film 
could  indeed  be  the  drop  which  causes 
the  bucket  of  hatred  to  overflow  into  vi- 
olence in  some  homophobes.  But  there's 
more  to  it  than  that. 

Don't  gay  demonstrations  and 
m£u-ches  add  to  the  general  store  of 
homophobia?  Of  course  they  do.  But  we 
know  that  militance  is  the  only  way  to 
defeat  homophobia  in  the  long  term.  So 
we  accept  a  probable  increase  in  homo- 
phobic violence  in  the  short  run. 

Gay  protest  isn't  peculiar  in  produc- 
ing both  good  and  bad  effects.  Just  a- 
bout  everything  has  its  positives  and  ne- 
gatives. We  have  to  weigh  them  as  best 
we  can. 

This  goes  for  Cruising  too.  It  pro- 
bably carries  many  messages,  good  and 
bad.  Which  ones  are  received  will 
depend  on  who's  watching.  Among  the 
viewers  will  be  some  who  watch  for  rea- 
sons which  they  don't  quite  acknow- 
ledge or  understand.  The  movie  will  be 
important  in  leading  some  of  them  to  de- 
fine their  repressed  sexuality.  Is  that 


something  we  want  to  prevent?  I  don't 
think  so. 

If  we  assume  that  we  can  spot  all  the 
messages  relevant  to  gay  people  in  this  or 
any  other  movie  or  book  or  song,  then 
we  are  also  assuming  that  we  know  all 
there  is  to  know  about  gay  people,  about 
ourselves. 

Are  we  prepared  to  suppress  the  posi- 
tive messages  in  Cruising  and  potential 
new  knowledge  about  ourselves  in  order 
to  banish  the  evil  it  contains? 

And,  to  be  practical,  we  don't  have 
the  might  to  close  down  Friedkin's  film, 
only  two  groups  in  Toronto  have  that 
kind  of  muscle:  the  cops  and  the  mafia. 

Any  of  us  who  try  to  stop  Cruising 
permanently  will  certainly  fail.  And,  in 
the  process,  like  all  leadership  which  ur- 
ges the  impossible,  they  will  have  robbed 
their  followers  of  hope,  while  earning 
discredit  for  themselves  among  those 
who  discerned  the  futility  of  their  plans. 

Further,  any  tactic  which  even  implies 
that  we  would  like  to  see  the  movie  ban- 
ned will  rebound  upon  us,  discrediting 
our  fight  against  censorship.  The  news 
media  and  our  opponents  will  sneer, 
with  effect,  that  we  oppose  censorship 
only  when  it  is  aimed  at  us.  That  is  the 
lesson  of  the  New  York  protests. 

Finally,  the  target  of  censorship  and 
suppression  is  not  the  creator,  but  the 
creator's  audience.  Who  will  be  the  aud- 
ience of  Cruising! 

We  know  the  superstition  freaks  and, 
perhaps,  the  homophobes  will  be  there. 
But  there  will  also  be:  curious  people 
with  open  minds;  repressed 
homosexuals;  gay  men  with  a  repressed 
interest  in  S&M;  gay  men  who  are  into 
S&M;  gay  men  looking  for  fantasy  mat- 
erial; gay  men  drawn  by  the  controversy 
about  the  movie;  and  who  knows  who 
else? 

Is  this  a  threatening  rabble  that  we 
want  to  disperse?  Are  these  people  to 
whom  we  want  to  say:  No,  you  shouldn't 
want  to  see  this  movie?  No,  you  can't  see 
this  movie? 

We  should  not  suppress  it.  We  cannot 
suppress  it.  But  we  cannot  ignore  it.  So, 
what  can  we  do  about  Cruising! 

Of  course,  we  must  see  it  first.  Then, 
even  if  it  is  as  dangerous  as  its  critics  sug- 
gest, we  must  not  greet  it  as  an  evil  to  be 
exorcised.  We  should  look  upon  it  as  a 
spell  to  be  conjured  with,  an 
opportunity  to  seize. 

We  should  be  present  at  every  screen- 
ing of  the  movie,  unthreateningly,  un- 
reproachingly,  to  give  people  our  view 
of  Cruising  before  they  see  it. 

That  way,  we  can  take  Cruising  away 
from  Friedkin  and  make  it  serve  us.  By 
providing  information,  we  can  alter  the 
meaning  of  Cruising  for  its  viewers. 
They  will  not  only  see  us  through  Fried- 
kin's  eyes,  but  also  see  his  movie 
through  our  eyes. 

So,  the  way  to  deal  with  Cruising  is  to 
help  people  see  it.  But  help  them  to  see  it 
as  it  truly  is,  for  what  it  is. 

Through  our  eyes,  in  our  lives. D 


Two  unfortunate  errors  crept  into  Ken  Po- 
pert 's  column  last  issue.  Readers  puzzled  as 
to  what  "prime"  dictionary  makers  were  will 
be  relieved  to  know  we  meant  "prim.  "As 
well,  the  discreetly  "blown"  leaves  should 
have  been  discreetly  brown. 
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We  say  gay  people  are  everywhere. 
They  are.  But  there  some  closets  that 
most  of  us  would  rather  not  look  into. 

NO 
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A  report  on  the  gay  disabled 
by  Gerald  Hannon 


Richard  was  a  premature  baby.  Fifty  years  earlier  he  might  have  died  at 
birth.  But  this  was  1953,  and  little  baby  Richard  was  placed  lovingly  in 
an  incubator  of  reputable  American  make.  No  one  would  know  for 
many,  many  months,  but  some  of  the  machines  did  not  work  very  well,  and 
babies  across  North  America  were  quietly  breathing  an  oxygen  mixture  so  rich 
that  their  retinal  tissue  slowly  burned  away.  "I  was  one  of  the  lucky  ones," 
Richard  told  me.  "Some  grew  up  with  really  horrible  brain  damage.  I  just 
grew  up  blind."  Richard  is  officially  a  handicapped  human  being.  He  is  one 
of  an  estimated  200,000  disabled  persons  in 
Toronto  alone  —  though  numbers  are  hard  to 
come  by  because  nobody's  counting.  The  con- 
ventional wisdom  is  that  the  handicapped  rep- 
resent M'^'o  of  the  population  —  one  in  seven. 
But  however  many  there  are,  the  numbers,  ac- 
cording to  an  article  in  Physiotherapy  Canada, 
are  growing.  The  "new  paraplegics  of  Canad- 
ian society,"  it  says,  "are  young  people  be- 
tween the  ages  of  14  and  19"  —  smashed  up  in 
car  accidents,  snowmobile  disasters,  even  run- 
ins  between  ten-speed  bicycles. 

For  Richard,  an  excess  of  oxygen  slowly 
burned  away  his  vision.  For  Scott  Mc Arthur, 
born  in  1952,  there  were  a  few  struggling  min- 
utes in  the  throes  of  birth  when  oxygen  was  cut 
off,  and  in  those  minutes  brain  cells  died  like 
lights  going  out  in  a  panicked  and  desperate 
city.  His  intelligence  was  not  affected,  but  Scott 
grew  up  with  a  condition  known  as  cerebral 
palsy  —  CP.  His  days  are  spent  in  a  wheelchair. 
His  speech  is  distorted  and  laboured;  anyone 
unused  to  it  will  find  him  very  difficult  to  under- 
stand. His  movements  appear  spastic  and  unco- 
ordinated. If  he  is  not  careful,  he  will  drool. 
Like  Richard,  Scott  McArthur  is  gay. 


FEBRUARY  1980 


People  like  Richard  and  Scott  have  not  been  figures  in  our  landscape.  I  know, 
I  know  that  there  are  gay  men  and  women  everywhere  —  that  they  are  single, 
that  they  are  married,  that  they  appear  at  every  economic  level  and  in  every 
race  and  nationality,  but....  Maybe  it's  our  dogged  insistence  on  our  essential 
health  as  gay  people,  on  our  persistent  view  of  ourselves  in  our  own  media  as 
whole,  active,  healthy,  bright  and  beautiful.  Maybe  that's  it.  But  I  feel  that 
somehow,  way  at  the  back  of  our  own  closets  we  have  built  another  one,  and 
into  it  we  have  shoved  our  gay  deaf  and  our  gay  blind  and  our  gay  wheelchair 

cases,  and  we've  gone  on  with  the  already  dif- 
ficult enough  problems  of  living  as  gay  people. 
If  we've  built  that  second  closet,  society  has 
made  it  easy  for  us.  We  are  not  likely  to  meet 
the  disabled  in  the  workplace  —  of  the  employ- 
able blind,  for  example,  %0^t>  are  unemployed. 
The  general  unemployment  rate  among  the 
handicapped  is  usually  given  as  50'Vo.  And  as 
for  socializing  —  next  time  you're  at  your  fav- 
ourite gay  spot,  count  the  stairs. 

The  lives  of  many  disabled  gay  people  are 
passed  in  institutions.  Scott  McArthur  lives  in 
one  —  he  asked  me  not  to  name  it  because  he 
has  to  continue  living  there.  When  it  was  built, 
it  was  widely  seen  as  a  progressive  and  innova- 
tive institution.  But  when  Scott  moved  in  five 
years  ago,  residents  were  forbidden  to  shut  their 
doors  if  they  had  a  visitor  of  the  opposite  sex. 
That  rule  has  changed,  but  even  today  there  are 
no  rooms  that  can  accommodate  couples,  and  it 
is  generally  expected  that  visitors  will  leave  by 
midnight.  No  overnight  guests  are  allowed. 

Scott  has  known  institutions  most  of  his  life, 

and  this  is  not  the  worst  of  them.  But  in  none 

of  them  has  leading  a  sexual  life  been  very  easy. 

"1  can  remember  being  interested  in  men 
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since  I  was  ten  years  old,"  he  told  me. 
"When  I  got  into  my  teens,  I  began  pay- 
ing other  boys  in  the  hospital  for  sex. 
My  parents  gave  me  spending  money, 
and  I  spent  it  paying  the  other  kids  to 
jerk  me  off.  A  few  years  later  I  was 
spending  close  to  $200  a  year  for  sex. 
But  1  didn't  call  myself  gay  —  I  didn't 
know  what  it  meant.  But  I  knew  I 
wanted  men." 

Scott  was  caught,  of  course  —  one 
thing  almost  no  one  has  in  any  institu- 
tion is  privacy.  He  was  told  it  was  bad  to 
have  other  boys  jerk  him  off.  He  tried  to 
talk  to  the  staff  psychologist  about  his 
mysteriously  developing  sexuality,  but  it 
didn't  work.  He  went  back  to  paying  the 
other  boys.  Shortly  after  that  his  parents 
received  a  letter  saying  that  Scott  was 
ready  to  be  discharged. 

As  Scott  said,  "It  was  a  nice  way  of 
kicking  me  out." 

He  stayed  in  his  parents'  home  in  Nova 
Scotia  for  five  years.  Not  very  much  hap- 
pened. Once,  with  the  conniving  of  a 
sympathetic  housekeeper,  he  managed 
to  order  some  porn  from  the  States. 
Shortly  thereafter  a  letter  from  Canada 
Customs  arrived  —  his  mother  was  the 
first  to  read  it  —  informing  him  that 
copies  of  Hot  Rod  and  Circumcision:  A 
Study  in  Pictures  had  been  seized  as 
"immoral  and  indecent."  Scott  was 
handed  the  letter,  told  it  was  obviously 
some  business  of  his,  and  there  the  mat- 
ter lay. 

We  who  are  able-bodied  remember 
what  coming  out  was  like.  It  was  not 
easy,  it  required  privacy,  a  chance  to 
surreptitiously  look  things  up  in  books 
and  magazines,  a  chance  to  get  out  alone 
for  a  while  and  maybe  "accidentally" 
wander  by  that  place  you'd  heard 
"those"  people  went  to.  Maybe,  if  you 
were  lucky,  you  found  somebody  symp- 
athetic to  talk  to.  All  of  the  people  I 
talked  to  for  this  article  have  spent  part 
or  all  of  their  lives  in  institutions  where 
privacy  is  almost  non-existent,  and 
where  the  administration,  acutely  aware 
of  its  dependence  on  "public  money," 
has  been  quite  frankly  terrified  of  the 
topic  of  sexuality. 

"Blind  people  don't  fuck."  That  is 
Richard's  summation  of  the  attitudes  of 
not  only  the  School  for  the  Blind  in 
Brantford,  but  a  lot  of  the  gay  people  he 
runs  into. 

Richard  went  through  grade  12  at  the 
blind  school.  Every  second  Friday  there 
was  a  very  carefully  chaperoned  dance 
with  the  blind  girls  to  which  the  blind 
boys  dutifully  went,  and  from  which, 
before  midnight,  they  were  efficiently 
hustled  back  to  their  own  residence.  "I 
used  to  suck  off  one  of  my  room- 
mates," Richard  said.  "And  I  used  to 
hear  a  lot  of  other  people's  doors  open- 
ing and  closing  after  everyone  was  sup- 
posed to  be  in  bed.  We  had  no  privacy 
though  —  anybody  could  come  in  or  out 
because  we  weren't  allowed  to  lock  any- 
thing. We  used  to  call  the  place  'The 
Zoo'  —  there'd  always  be  people  coming 
on  tours  to  see  the  'poor  blind  kids.'  " 

Nothing  was  ever  said  about  sexuality. 
Bhnd  people  don't  fuck.  For  Richard, 
the  rationalization  that  he  was  sucking 


off  his  roommate  because  women  were 
unavailable  was  beginning  to  wear  a  lit- 
tle thin.  "Anyway,"  he  said,  "from  as 
far  back  as  I  can  remember  I  loved  being 
with  men.  I  used  to  have  this  great  crush 
on  my  old  man.  I  loved  climbing  in  bed 
with  him  when  I  was  still  a  kid  and  we 
both  just  had  our  underwear  on." 

Again,  the  institution.  The  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  —  the 
CNIB,  "snib,"  as  Richard  calls  it  —  is 
one  of  the  powerful  ones.  Richard  is  not 
very  happy  with  snib.  "Having  your  life 
run  by  the  CNIB  is  like  having  your  life 
run  by  a  church  group,"  he  says. 
"They're  arbitrary,  they  provide  'ser- 
vices,' they  have  a  custodial  attitude." 
BOOST  (Blind  Organization  of  Ontario 
with  Self-help  Tactics),  of  which 
Richard  is  a  member,  says  that  fewer 
than  a  third  of  the  people  on  CNIB's 
board  are  blind,  and  that  they've  insur- 
ed, in  fact,  that  the  blind  can't  have  con- 
trol. Richard  simply  snorted  when  I 
asked  him  if  the  CNIB  was  a  place  for 
the  blind  to  turn  to  for  information  on 
sexuality.  I  went  to  check. 

I  had  to  because  the  CNIB  has  basical- 
ly cornered  the  market  on  information 
for  the  blind.  Their  braille  and  "talking 
book"  library  in  Toronto  is  the  blind 
person's  national  library.  I  spoke  to  the 
CNIB's  Pat  Trusty  who,  if  she  is  non- 
plussed by  my  probing  questions  about 
the  availability  of  adequate  sex  infor- 
mation for  the  gay  blind,  does  not  show 
it.  She  promises  she  will  check  their  hold- 
ings. I  ask  about  pornography;  she 
promises  she  will  check  that  too.  In  the 
meantime  she  lends  me  a  great  stack  of 


catalogues  giving  a  partial  list  of  titles. 
Leafing  through  them,  I  discover  they 
have  The  Joy  of  Sex  —  but  not  the  gay 
male  or  lesbian  versions. 

Trusty,  who  is  nothing  if  not  co-oper- 
ative, calls  back  in  a  week  and  says,  yes, 
the  library  does  have  one  title.  It  is  The 
Gay  Theology.  I  do  not  tell  her  it  is  a 
dreadful  book.  There  are,  however, 
eight  more  titles  in  the  US  that  would  be 
available  on  interlibrary  loan,  if  request- 
ed. There  are  some  good  titles  —  The 
Gay  Mystique,  for  example,  or  Churc- 
hill's Homosexual  Behaviour  Among 
Males.  There  is  nothing  specifically 
about  lesbians,  and  nothing  published  in 
the  last  five  years.  There  are  no  gay  lib- 
eration periodicals.  There  are,  however, 
volumes  by  those  twin  quacks  of  psycho- 
analysis: Irving  Bieber  and  Edmund 
Bergler.  There  is  also  the  temptingly  tit- 
led. Homosexuality:  Its  Causes  and  Cur- 
ses. And  no,  there  is  no  available  porn- 
ography. 

Trusty  assures  me,  however,  that  a  se- 
lection committee  of  the  CNIB  will  con- 
sider any  request  for  the  conversion  of 
printed  material  to  braille  or  talking 
book.  Fat  chance.  "Sighted"  people 
may  cruise  a  gay  magazine  for  weeks  be- 
fore they  dare  pick  it  —  even  at  the  rela- 
tive anonymity  of  a  newsstand.  It 
doesn't  seem  very  likely  to  me  that  a  gay 
blind  person  will  put  him-  or  herself  on 
the  line  before  an  unknown  quantity  Uke 
a  "selection  committee"  —  no  matter 
how  badly  the  material  may  be  wanted. 

Richard,  of  course,  had  access  to  no 
information  at  all.  Richard  had  to  slow- 
ly stumble  out  of  the  closet.  He  called 
a  gay  counselling  line  a  few  times  but 
got  nervous  and  hung  up.  And  because 
he  couldn't  see,  and  because  he  had  no 
access  to  any  written  material  on  gay- 
ness,  he  developed  some  very  peculiar 
ideas  about  what  gay  people  were  like. 
All  he  had  to  go  on  was  voice  —  and 
for  him,  gayness  became  the  stereo- 
typed lisping,  mannered  male  voice. 
He  wasn't  Hke  that,  but  somehow  he 
knew  that  he  and  those  "queenly" 
voices  were  after  the  same  thing,  and 
somehow  it  was  all  wrapped  up  in  a  man 
who  would  be  taller  than  he,  and  have  a 
deep,  resonant  voice  and  a  furry,  mus- 
cular arm  —  something  he  could  get  to 
check,  by  the  by,  since  it  happens  to  be 
perfectly  okay  for  a  blind  man  to  take 
another  man's  arm  when  walking. 

He  went  looking  for  that  man  at  The 
Barn,  a  Toronto  gay  bar.  And  there  he 
ran  into  some  of  the  same  paternalistic 


attitudes  that  enraged  him  at  "snib." 
"One  man  came  up  and  asked  if  I  knew 
what  kind  of  bar  this  was.  I  said,  sure, 
it's  a  gay  bar.  He  said  you  mean  you  go 
home  with  people?  And  I  said  no,  I 
simply  stand  around  all  night  like  a 
statue."  Richard  says  he  also  got  very 
tired  of  people  saying  "isn't  that  too 
bad."  Or  people  yeUing  in  his  face  be- 
cause they  feel  he  must  be  a  little  dim  as 
well.  Or  people  who  want  "to  look  after 
me."  Now,  he  says,  he  gets  a  lot  of  the 
initial  tension  out  of  the  way  by  introdu- 
cing himself  as  "that  weird  blind  person 
who  may  fall  over  you." 

You  get  to  say  something  like  that,  of 
course,  only  if  you  happen  to  have  a 
pretty  good  self-image.  That  wasn't 
always  the  case  for  Richard,  but  it 
helped  to  discover  he  could  pick  up  two 
or  three  people  a  week  at  The  Barn  dur- 
ing what  he  now  terms  his  "whoring 
phase."  Phase  over  now  —  he's 
involved  in  a  relationship,  has  a  job  with 
BOOST,  and  plans  to  keep  plugging  a- 
way  in  the  fight  for  disabled  rights.  "It 
means  more  to  me  than  the  gay  strug- 
gle," he  says.  "I  have  more  to  gain 
for  one  thing  —  like  a  job  somewhere 
other  than  BOOST,  and  independence." 

Independence.  Like  most  everyone 
else,  the  disabled  want  to  control  their 
own  lives.  And  if  they  must  live  in  insti- 
tutions, they  want  to  control  those  insti- 
tutions and  make  them  responsive  to 
their  real  needs. 


John  Kellerman  has  been  fighting  that 
battle  —  until  recently,  a  rather  lonely 
one  —  for  12  years.  When  he  tried  to 
move  back  into  a  group  home  he'd  left 
a  year  and  a  half  earlier,  he  was  told  he 
couldn't  because  he  "raised  too  much 
shit.  And  /  thought  I  was  doing  every- 
thing I  could  to  make  it  a  better  place  by 
organizing  the  residents  and  so  on." 

Like  Scott,  John  Kellerman  has  CP.  It 
hits  people  in  many  different  ways, 
though,  and  John  can  walk  (although 
very  awkwardly)  while  Scott  can't.  But 
John's  speech  seems  much  more 
affected,  and  I  find  him  more  difficult 
to  understand.  He's  patient  enough  to 
repeat  everything  five  of  six  times  if 
that's  what  it  takes,  and  I'm  persistent 
enough  to  keep  asking,  so  we  struggle 
through. 

John  defines  himself  as  bisexual.  He 
has  fantasized  about  having  sex  with  wo- 
men, but  remembers  how  he  used  to  love 
to  watch  construction  workers  in  the 


20/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


FEBRUARY  1980 


John  Kellerman  on  organizing 

International  Year  of  the  Disabled,  1981: 

"One  thing  that  sort  of  frightens  me  is  that  we'll  be 

inundated  with  do-gooders.  That  scares 

the  hell  out  of  me." 
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summer  even  when  he  was  just  a  kid, 
how  he  was  fascinated  by  their  bodies. 
"I  used  to  be  afraid,"  he  says,  "of  being 
condemned  by  gay  people  for  wanting 
both.  But  it  hasn't  really  happened  — 
mostly  it's  having  been  brought  up  in  a 
society  that  says  we  have  to  love  one  or 
the  other." 

John  says  that  he  was  so  desperate  for 
information  on  sexuality  that  he  helped 
organize  one  of  the  earliest  conferences 
on  the  topic  just  so  he'd  finally  learn 
something.  "I  went  to  Queen's  Park  in 
1974  and  got  $2,000  and  we  actually  got 
something  going.  I  felt  ecstatic  —  I'd 
been  so  hung  up  about  organizing  and 
about  sex  generally.  But  the  conference 
was  great." 

That  hadn't  been  his  first  effort,  how- 
ever. In  the  early  70s  he  helped  found 
a  group  called  ALPHA,  Advancement 
League  for  the  Physically  Handicapped, 
and  that  group  successfully  lobbied  the 
city  for  the  grading  of  sidewalks  and  the 
initiation  of  Wheel-Trans,  the  transit 
commission's  project  for  the  physically 


disabled.  More  recently,  he  has  organ- 
ized a  citizens'  committee  to  plan  activit- 
ies for  1981  —  the  International  Year  of 
the  Disabled.  "One  thing  that  sort  of 
frightens  me,"  he  said,  "is  that  we'll  be 
inundated  with  do-gooders.  That  scares 
thehellout  of  me." 

John  Kellerman  is  an  activist,  but 
every  activist  has  a  private  life.  Or  tries 
to.  "I'm  very  lonely,"  he  says.  "I  want 
to  develop  a  relationship  with  someone, 
but  nothing  much  has  happened  with 
either  men  or  women.  I've  often  wanted 
to  go  to  the  baths,  but  I'm  afraid  to  be- 
cause I'm  afraid  they  wouldn't  let  me  in. 
I  went  to  two  in  Winnipeg  and  they 
wouldn't  let  me  past  the  door.  I  don't  go 
to  many  bars  because  I  have  a  real  com- 
plex about  going,  though  I  haven't  had 
any  problems  in  the  gay  bars  I've  gone 
to  here.  It's  been  worse  in  straight  bars 
and  restaurants.  Sometimes  they  ask  me 
to  leave.  Sometimes  they  allow  me  to 
stay,  but  then  I  just  sit  there  and  nobody 
ever  serves  me.  I  was  physically  removed 
from  the  Hotel  Toronto  last  September 


Out  of  the  silent  closet 


At  a  gathering  of  the  deaf,  hearing  peo- 
ple are  the  disabled. 

Early  last  month  I  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  York  Rainbow  Society  for  the 
Deaf,  and  after  an  exhausting  four-hour 
session  came  away  with  some  hint  of 
what  it  must  be  like  to  spend  most  of 
your  time  unable  to  communicate.  In  a 
room  with  15  other  gay  people,  I  was  the 
only  one  who  couldn't  "talk."  I  sat  help- 
lessly by  while  issues  were  debated, 
while  people  chatted  and  joked,  while 
tempers  frayed,  while  a  cake  was 
brought  in  to  celebrate  president 
Bonnie  Perry's  29th  birthday  —  and  un- 
less one  of  the  two  speaking  members 
took  the  time  to  translate,  I  was  deaf  to 
an  articulate  and  expressive  flurry  of 
hands  —  sign  language,  the  fifth  largest 
language  in  the  world,  according  to  Ray- 
mond Barton. 

Barton  is  27,  totally  deaf,  mute,  one  of 
three  deaf  children  of  two  deaf  parents, 
and  the  man  who  got  the  York  Rainbow 
Society  going.  I  met  Raymond  at  Randy 
Vivian's  apartment  —  Randy  was  my 
guide  and  translator.  Partially  deaf  him- 
self, an  expert  lipreader,  apparently  fire- 
less  and  endlessly  good  natured,  he 
translated  questions,  answers,  threw  in 
his  own  comments,  told  me  his  story 
and  from  time  to  time  jumped  up  to 
make  coffee.  Which  left  me  briefly  alone 
with  Raymond,  which  was  awful.  I  was 
suddently  sitting  alone  in  a  room  wih  an 
attractive,  articulate,  energetic  man  and 
all  I  could  do  was  smile.  I  tried  writing 
notes  —  and  discovered  that  small  talk 
looks  very  small  when  you  have  to  write 
it  out.  So  I  smiled.  He  smiled.  I  became 
deeply  interested  in  the  decor.  And, 
thank  god,  Randy  came  back  with 
coffee. 

"Communication,"  he  said,  "is  the 
number  one  problem  for  the  gay  deaf.  ' 
You're  telling  me. 

The  York  Rainbow  Society  has  be- 
come part  of  the  solution  to  that  prob- 
lem. It  t)egan  about  three  years  ago 
when  Barton  came  back  from  San  Fran 
Cisco  determined  to  duplicate  in 
Toronto  what  he'd  found  in  SF  —  gay 


deaf  meeting  gay  deaf  in  places  other 
than  the  bars;  working,  as  their  national 
constitution  put  it,  "to  encourage  and 
promote  the  educational,  economical, 
and  social  welfare;  to  foster  fellowship; 
to  defend  our  rights  and  advance  our  in- 
terests ..."  There  was  already  a  loose 
network  of  gay  deaf  in  Toronto  —  I  re- 
member they  were  almost  a  fixture  at 
the  Parkside  Tavern  for  a  period.  Always 
at  the  same  tables,  they  signed 
vehemently  all  night,  had  a  good  time, 
left,  and  seemed  impenetrable  as  a  so- 
cial group.  Other  people  tried  not  to 
stare.  Out  of  that  bar  crowd,  out  of  the 
private  parties  that  were  held  from  time 
to  time,  Raymond  and  Randy  and 
Bonnie  Perry,  chums  from  the  not-so- 
good-old  days  at  the  school  for  the  deaf 
in  Belleville,  managed  to  pull  together 
enough  out-of-the-closet  gay  people  to 
get  the  York  Rainbow  Society  off  the 
ground. 

Now  the  group  meets  monthly  — 
mostly  at  members'  homes,  arranges  re- 


—  nobody  gave  me  any  reason.  I  was 
just  there  in  the  lobby  waiting  for  a 
friend." 

The  worst  incident  he  remembers 
occurred  when  he  left  a  friend  at  a  street 
corner  and  hailed  a  cab.  When  he  got  in, 
the  driver  took  a  good  look  at  him  and 
refused  to  drive  off.  John  refused  to  get 
out.  The  driver,  in  desperation,  began 
offering  money  to  passersby  if  they 
would  take  John  off  his  hands.  He 
was  offering  two  dollars.  John  says  it 
was  the  most  humiliating  experience  of 
his  life. 

I  think  John  would  call  that  taxi 
driver  a  "normal"  person,  and  he  does 
not  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  normal- 
ity. "Normal  persons  are  very  frightened 
persons,"  he  wrote  in  a  short  essay. 
"They  are  frightened  of  themselves,  and 
of  people  who  are  different,  or  who  have 
different  ideas,  so  why  should  we  as  dis- 


York  Rainbow  President  Bonnie  Per  y 


gular  socials,  has  started  a  newsletter, 
and  will  host,  this  coming  June,  the 
fourth  international  convention  of  Rain- 
t)ow  Societies.  There  are  two  Canadian 
groups  (the  other  is  in  Montreal),  15 
from  the  States,  and  the  organizers  are 
confident  that  more  than  300  gay  deaf 
will  descend  on  the  Westbury  Hotel 
June  19  for  the  three-day  conference. 

Hearing  gays,  by  the  way,  are 
welcome  both  to  join  the  organization 
and  attend  the  conference  —  though 


Randy  Vivian,  back  row  right,  Ray  Barton  beside  him,  and  York  Rainbow  Society  members 


abled  people  try  and  degrade  ourselves 
even  more  by  becoming  normal?  Why 
not  change  the  world...?  Normal  people 
need  a  purpose  for  living,  and  we  need 
people  to  help  us.  They  need  people  to 
look  up  to,  we  could  be  them?" 

In  those  thoughts,  John  is  beginning 
to  reconceptualize  the  very  categories 
into  which  our  thoughts  are  strait-jack- 
eted. Already  we  have  come  some  way 
from  the  times  when  a  Sunday  after- 
noon's entertainment  was  a  trip  to  Bed- 
lam to  watch  the  mad  cavort.  And  I  sup- 
pose even  that  was  an  improvement  over 
Byzantium  under  Justinian,  where  those 
born  deaf  were  deprived  of  their  civic 
rights.  (Justinian  was  the^mperor, 
though,  who  thought  homosexuality 
caused  earthquakes.  Not  a  very  scientific 
regime,  that  one.) 

But  we  are  still  some  way  from  seeing 
that  to  be  handicapped  means  simply  to 
be  human  in  a  slightly  different  way. 
UNESCO  has  published  a  paper  which 
outlines  the  stages  through  which  public 
attitudes  develop  with  reference  to  the 


anyone  contemplating  doing  so  without 
a  grounding  in  sign  language  would  be 
wasting  his  or  her  time. 

There  are  only  four  lesbians  in  the 
group  right  now,  which  makes  it  a  little 
lonely  for  Bonnie  Perry,  into  a  second 
term  as  president,  but  it's  still 
preferable  to  being  surrounded  by  hear- 
ing lesbians  who  might  just  turn  away 
from  you  when  they  discover  you're 
deaf.  It's  happened.  I  ask  her  if  she's 
been  to  LOOT  (The  Lesbian  Organiza- 
tion of  Toronto).  She  says  she  means  to, 
txjt  is  uncertain  of  her  welcome,  and  shy. 
For  the  time  tjeing,  even  if  she's  made  a 
bit  uncomfortable  by  the  raunchy 
humour  which  binds  the  men  together, 
Bonnie  Perry  will  be  working,  along  with 
Raymond,  along  with  Randy,  along  with 
the  dozen  other  people  in  the  group,  to 
"build  a  good  future  for  deaf  gay  people. 
We  have  to  reach  into  their  closets,"  she 
told  me,  "we  have  to  bring  them  out. " 

Raymond  too  spoke  to  the  group  that 
afternoon  about  the  gay  deaf  they 
hadn't  reached  yet,  about  the  awesome, 
silent  closet  it  was  their  responsibility 
to  empty.  He  is  an  intense,  compact  man 
and  his  signing  is  lean,  eloquent,  fluid. 
And  fast  —  Randy  kept  up  a  halting 
translation  as  best  he  could,  but  it  was  a 
marvellous  burst  of  eloquence  and 
clearly  a  challenge.  At  the  end,  he  said 
"we're  deaf  and  gay.  Love  each  other. 
Respect  each  other.  "  They  broke  into 
wild  applause  —  inaudible  to  him,  aud- 
ible to  me,  visible  to  both  of  us.  More  — 
t)ecause  they  stamped  the  floor,  as  deaf 
people  do  when  they  want  to  get  your 
attention,  and  that  stamping  sent  a 
trembling  through  the  floor,  up  through 
all  of  our  feet,  into  all  of  our  heads  so 
that  we  shared,  briefly,  something  that 
didn't  need  a  translation.  Raymond  had 
made  us  teel  community. 

And  all  of  us  knew  that  feeling.D 

//  enough  hearing  people  are  interested 
in  learning  sign  language.  Raymond  Bar 
ton  is  willing  to  begin  classes  Write  him 
c/o  York  Rainbow  Society  tor  the  Deal. 
29GranbySt.  Toronto.  ON  M5B  1H8 

Address  of  the  Montreal  group  is  As- 
sociation des  Bon  Gens  Sourds.  CP  754, 
Succ  R.  Monlr&al,  PQ  H2S  3M4. 
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Scott  McArthur:  "Talk  to  us. 

If  you  see  somebody  in  a  wheelchair,  talk. 

Maybe  it'll  get  something  going." 


handicapped.  There  is  the  philanthropic 
stage,  the  public  welfare  stage,  the  stage 
of  fundamental  rights,  the  stage  of  the 
right  to  equal  opportunity,  and  finally, 
the  stage  of  the  right  to  integration.  In 
that  final  stage,  it  is  the  very  notion  of 
norms  and  normality  that  is  called  into 
question.  Suddenly  one  is  faced  with 
questioning  whether  there  is  very  much 
difference  between  an  individual  with  a 
baby  carriage  facing  a  staircase,  and 
someone  in  a  wheelchair  facing  a  tele- 
phone booth.  In  both  cases,  the  problem 
is  not  the  "handicap."  The  problem  is 
the  telephone,  or  the  stairs.  "The 
difficulties  of  the  disabled  often  reveal 
difficulties  experienced  by  all,"  notes 
the  UNESCO  report,  and  cites  an 
example  at  an  American  university 
where  "the  aboUtion  of  architectural  ob- 
stacles for  six  handicapped  students 
made  life  better  for  all  the  students." 

Every  one  of  us  begins  life  as  disabled. 
We  don't  ordinarily  think  of  infancy  in 
quite  that  way,  but  it  is  a  period  during 
which  we  are  entirely  helpless  and  de- 
pendent. For  many  of  us,  old  age  has 
some  of  the  same  effects.  And  most 
everyone,  at  some  point  in  his  or  her  life, 
will  be  briefly  bedridden,  or  have  a  limb 
in  a  cast,  or  need  psychiatric  help.  That 
is  certainly  not  the  same  as  spending 
your  Ufe  blind,  or  deaf  or  in  a  wheel- 
chair, but  it  does  indicate  that  we  are 
talking  about  a  spectrum  here,  not 
discrete  and  mutually  exclusive  groups. 
We  £u-e  talking  about  ways  of  being  fully 
human. 

Sex  is  a  fully  human  need.  Sex  that  is 
masturbation,  sex  that's  just  a  quickie 
with  no  names  exchanged  thank  you 
very  much,  and  sex  that  takes  place  as 
part  of  some  broader  relationship.  Many 
disabled  have  known  only  masturbation. 


Not  a  few  find  even  that  impossible. 

Scott  McArthur  works  for  the  MCC 
as  a  referral  person  when  that  church 
gets  calls  from  the  gay  disabled.  "Some- 
one called  me  last  week,"  Scott  told  me. 
"He  was  desperate.  He  told  me  he 
couldn't  even  masturbate.  Where  could 
he  go,  he  asked  me,  where  could  he  go.  I 
had  to  tell  him  there  was  nowhere  he 
could  go." 

It's  the  big  taboo.  The  disabled  are 
supposed  to  have  "more  important" 
things  to  think  about.  A  report  from  the 
Sex  Information  and  Education  Council 
of  the  United  States  notes  that  "in  the 
name  of  benevolence  and  protection, 
many  people  still  take  the  position  that 
sex  information  would  'hurt'  the 
disabled.  Why  should  Pandora's  box 
be  opened  to  a  person  who  is  unable  to 
use  what  is  there?  .  .  .  After  all,  dis- 
abled people  are  fragile  and  not  expected 
to  take  care  of  themselves . "  As  one 
straight  woman  said  at  a  sex  and  the 
disabled  conference  a  few  years  ago.  "I 
had  come  out  of  the  rehab  centre  and 
after  22  months  of  hospitalization  we 
had  never  discussed  the  word  sex,  except 
amongst  us,  as  paraplegics  and  quadri- 
plegics. We  were  taught  repression.  We 
were  taught  that  if  we  couldn't  have 
something,  don't  rock  the  boat." 

Blind  people  don't  fuck,  as  Richard 
would  say.  But  if  the  disabled  do,  or 
want  to  try,  or  —  god  forbid  —  if 
they're  disabled  enough  to  need  assist- 
ance, then  most  of  our  institutions 
would  really  rather  not  hear  about  it. 
The  public  —  not  to  mention  Mom  and 
Dad  —  might  not  be  quite  ready  to  hear 
that  part  of  little  Johnny's  or  Mary's 
physical  therapy  includes  lessons  on  how 
to  masturbate. 

The  topic,  however,  is  finally  begin- 


Stair  trek:  nightlife  by  wheelchair 


A  quick  survey  of  Toronto  gay  spots  in- 
dicates most  establishments  would 
rather  admit  to  clubbing  baby  seals  to  a 
pulp  than  to  closing  their  doors  to  the 
disabled.  The  one  exception:  the  Quest 
Tavern  at  665  Yonge  Street.  The  mana- 
ger, a  Mr  Jackson,  refused  even  to  talk. 

The  most  positive  responses  came, 
not  surprisingly,  from  businesses  where 
the  manager  or  owner  has  had  some 
kind  of  personal  contact  with  the  dis- 
abled. Roy  LaRose,  manager  of  Katri- 
na's,  says  people  in  wheelchairs  are 
"absolutely  welcome"  at  his  disco.  "My 
brother  has  been  disabled  since  he  was 
19,"  he  said,  "so  I  know  all  about  the 
problems  they  can  run  into." 

John  Bannerman,  manager  of  the 
Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium  (260 
Richmond  St  E),  has  worked  with  the  re- 
tarded, and  emphasizes  that  the  blind, 
the  deaf  or  anyone  In  a  wheelchair  is 
welcome  —  though  he  notes  that  there 
are  a  lot  of  stairs,  and  the  washrooms 
are  not  designed  to  accommodate  wheel- 
chairs. "Someone  with  CP  is  already  a 
customer,"  he  says,  "and  though  he  can 
walk,  he  can't  talk  and  communicates 
with  a  board  and  stick." 

Pat  Murphy,  manager  of  the  women's 
bar  Fly-by-Night  (212  Dundas  St  E),  is  a 
former  social  worker,  and  guarantees 
any  woman  a  warm  welcome.  "Wheel- 


chairs should  try  the  back  door,"  she 
says,  "there's  only  one  step." 

Every  other  bar,  bath  and  disco  in 
town  has  also  put  out  the  welcome  mat 
—  up  to  and  including  guide  dogs.  (It  is 
a  criminal  offence  to  refuse  entry  to  a 
blind  person  because  he  or  she  is 
accompanied  by  a  guide  dog.)  A  few  es- 
tablishments said  staff  would  be  willing 
to  help  if  there  are  problems.  They  are 
Dudes,  at  10  Breadalbane;  18  East  at  18 
Eastern  Ave;  and  the  Roman  Sauna  at 
742  Bay  Street. 

Most  gay  watering  holes  in  this  town 
do  seem  to  have  a  lot  of  stairs,  and  none 
have  washrooms  adapted  to  wheel- 
chairs, so  a  willingness  to  be  friendly 
certainly  doesn't  solve  all  problems.  It's 
also  pretty  easy  to  talk  a  good  game  to 
an  inquiring  reporter  —  both  the  St 
Charles  and  Parkside  taverns  made  wel- 
coming sounds,  but  I'm  told  both  have 
refused  service  to  CPers  in  wheelchairs. 

All  gay  community  events  organized 
by  local  groups  extend  a  warm  welcome 
to  everyone.  Most  have  provided  help 
over  the  stairs  when  necessary,  and  at 
least  one  seminar  has  been  signed  for 
the  deaf. 

TBP  is  interested  in  hearing  from  you 
If  you've  had  any  problems  at  any  bars, 
baths  or  discos  in  town.  Give  us  a  call  at 
863-6320.  □ 


ning  to  surface  among  professionals  at 
least.  I  spoke  to  Michael  Barrett  of  the 
Sex  Information  and  Education  Council 
of  Canada  (SIECCAN).  He  has  long 
been  an  advocate  of  sexual  rights  for  the 
disabled  —  you're  unlikely  to  find  a 
seminar  or  conference  on  the  topic 
which  doesn't  feature  him  either  as  an 
organizer,  chair,  or  one  of  the  speakers. 
I  ask  about  sex  and  the  gay  disabled,  and 
he  admits  that  he  has  run  into  almost 
nothing  on  the  topic.  He  is  a  very  gay- 
supportive  individual  though,  and 
makes  sure  the  topic  is  raised  whenever 
he  gives  a  workshop  or  seminar.  He 
sends  me  a  package  of  materials  to  look 
through,  and  it  is  depressing.  I  think  ho- 
mosexuality was  mentioned  twice  — 
once  in  passing,  and  once  thus:  "When 
the  patient's  sexual  activity  is  homosexu- 
al or  otherwise  variant,  physician- 
patient  communiation  is  ordinarily 
further  restricted."  Indeed. 

I  did  a  bit  of  checking  —  again  with 
institutions,  because  institutions  are  so 
frequently  "home"  for  so  many  dis- 
abled. The  general  reaction  might  best 
be  described  as  "cautious."  And  where 
gay  sexuality  is  concerned,  a  kind  of  be- 
nign neglect  seems  to  be  the  rule. 

Mrs  Ann  Pahl  is  the  administrator  of 
Participation  House,  a  permanent  resi- 
dence in  Markham  for  the  multi-handi- 
capped. There  have  been  two  marriages 
at  Participation  House.  She  says  there  is 
no  problem  with  casual  sexual  encoun- 
ters, but  the  individuals  would  probably 
have  to  ask  the  staff  for  assistance,  at 
least  out  of  their  wheelchairs,  and  it 
would  be  given.  There  can  be  no  over- 
night visitors  though  —  if  residents  want 
that  sort  of  thing  they're  expected  to 
book  into  a  motel.  She  was  quite  frank 
when  I  asked  whether  a  gay  couple  could 
set  up  house:  "I  certainly  wouldn't  be 
shocked,  but  to  protect  myself  I'd  have 
to  present  it  to  the  Board  for  approval. 
I'm  afraid  we  couldn't  take  it  lightly; 
we're  dependent  on  the  community  and 
the  government  for  volunteers  and 
funds.  We're  all  very  conscious  of  our 
community  image,  and  we're  closely 
watched  by  Queen's  Park.  People  might 
be  critical  of  anything  that  isn't  pretty 
mainstream." 

I  was  pleasantly  surprised,  though, 
that  Pahl  was  equally  frank  about  how 
the  needs  of  those  who  can't  masturbate 
are  met.  "Staff  will  help  if  requested," 
she  said.  "Of  course  some  staff  are  quite 
comfortable  with  this,  others  are  not, 
and  only  those  who  can  handle  it  get  in- 
volved. We  don't  use  mechanical  sex 
aids  yet,  but  that  may  come." 

Ms  Margaret  Graeb,  the  administra- 
tor at  Bellwoods,  a  residential  centre  for 
handicapped  adults,  is  rather  more 
cautious.  She  is  "not  sure"  whether  any 
of  the  residents  would  be  completely  un- 
able to  masturbate,  and  on  the  topic  of 
staff  participation:  "We're  not  ready 
for  that  yet.  I'd  be  concerned  about  the 
kinds  of  relationships  that  might 
develop.  I'd  be  worried  about  how  other 
residents  might  feel.  I  guess  I'm  not  pre- 
pared to  see  that  happening  yet." 

Asked  if  homosexuality  was  part  of 
general  discussions  of  sexuality,  she  said 


she  thought  it  was  "touched  on." 

The  situation  isn't  much  better  out 
there  in  the  great  wide  world  of  the  "gay 
ghetto."  Everyone  I  talked  to  had  a 
horror  story  to  tell.  Deaf  men  will  have 
someone  come  into  their  room  at  the 
baths,  begin  to  have  sex  with  them,  dis- 
cover they're  deaf  —  and  get  up  and 
leave.  Scott  has  been  told  to  get  out  of 
the  Parkside  Tavern  —  or  face  the  cops. 
Told  he  would  not  be  allowed  in  Char- 
lie's, a  local  disco,  without  an  escort.  At 
gay  dances  he  can  get  to,  the  music  is 
usually  so  loud  that  anyone  unused  to 
his  speech  problem  will  find  him  impos- 
sible to  understand.  Richard  has  heard 
people  say,  loudly  enough  for  him  to 
hear,  "Why  does  he  have  to  come  to  a 
place  like  this?" 

As  disabled  activist  Pat  Israel  said  at  a 
workshop  on  sexuahty,  "Everyone's 
handicapped,  only  some  people's  wheel- 
chairs are  on  the  inside,  not  on  the  out- 
side where  you  can  see  them." 

Then  there's  the  emphasis  on  youth 
and  beauty  —  an  obsession  that  per- 
vades the  entire  culture,  and  one  the  gay 
world  certainly  shares.  "It's  one  that  / 
share,"  Scott  told  me.  "I  want  an  at- 
tractive man." 

None  of  this  is  very  easy  for  anybody. 
Disabled  people  used  to  make  me  un- 
bearably uncomfortable.  If  I  saw  a 
wheelchair  coming  my  way,  I  would 
make  some  excuse  to  cross  the  street.  I 
spoke  about  this  to  Tom  Warner,  a  gay 
activist  who's  been  involved  with  handi- 
capped groups  in  the  Coalition  for  Life 
Together.  "I  have  two  disabled  relatives 
as  well,"  he  told  me,  "so  I  should  be 
used  to  it.  But  one  night  I  got  picked  up 
by  a  man  in  a  car,  and  it  was  only  after  I 
got  in  that  I  noticed  the  wheelchair  in  the 
back.  I  went  home  with  him  and  we  went 
to  bed  and  it  didn't  really  work  out.  I 
think  he  was  quite  depressed.  But  his 
legs  were  so  cold.  I  flinched  every  time 
they  touched  me  and  of  course  he  sensed 
it.  But  I  couldn't  help  it." 

None  of  this  is  going  to  be  easy.  But 
change  is  coming  —  partly  because  the 
disabled  themselves  are  pushing  against 
every  constraint  society  has  managed  to 
put  in  their  way,  and  not  a  few  of  the 
people  doing  the  pushing  are  our  gay 
brothers  and  sisters. 

"Talk  to  us,"  Scott  says.  "If  you  see 
somebody  in  a  wheelchair,  talk.  If  you 
can't  think  of  anything  to  say,  go  over 
and  say  'I've  never  talked  to  anybody  in 
a  wheelchair  before  and  I  don't  know 
what  to  say.'  Maybe  it'll  get  something 
going." 

"I  want  to  see  more  co-operation  be- 
tween minorities,"  says  John  Kellerman. 
"We  have  to  understand  our  commonal- 
ities and  differences.  We  have  to  talk, 
we  have  to  discuss  problems  and  tac- 
tics." 

"Solidarity,"  said  Andre  Malraux, 
"is  the  most  intelligent  form  of 
egoism." 

They  do  not  want  pity.  They  say  lis- 
ten, and  understand.  They  do  not  want 
help.  They  say  co-operate.  To  be  handi- 
capped is  one  way  of  being  human.  They 
say  that  they  are  all  that  men  and  women 
ca«be.D 
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Toronto's  mayor  talks  about 
cowboy  boots,  Red  Tories, 
police  budgets  and  one-issue 
politics. 

An  interview  by  Chris  Bearchell 
and  Ed  Jackson 


The  man  on  the  stage  had  been 
in  office  for  little  over  a  month 
and  he  was  making  his  first  im- 
portant speech  as  the  mayor  of 
one  of  Canada's  largest  cities. 

"I  recognize  that  the  gay  community 
feels  that  it  is  under  attack  from  a  num- 
ber of  sources,"  he  was  saying  to  the 
packed  auditorium.  "I'm  here  this  even- 
ing to  try  to  help  calm  the  political  at- 


mosphere so  that  issues  can  be  clari- 
fied." 

It  was  January  3,  1979  and  the  Body 
Politic  Free  the  Press  Rally  was  under 
way.  It  was  the  evening  of  the  second 
day  of  the  most  controversial  event  ever 
to  hit  the  city's  gay  community.  In  a 
courtroom  in  Old  City  Hall,  The  Body 
Politic  and  the  three  officers  of  Pink 
Triangle  Press  were  on  trial  on  a  charge 
of  mailing  immoral,  indecent,  and  scur- 
rilous literature. 

While  TV  lights  blazed  and  flash 
bulbs  popped,  the  man  at  the  bright  cen- 
tre continued,  "It  would  be  extremely 
helpful  at  this  point  if  the  provincial 
government  were  to  amend  the  provin- 
cial Human  Rights  Code  to  prohibit  dis- 
crimination on  the  basis  of  sexual  orient- 
ation across  the  province. 

"We  know  it's  not  illegal  to  be  gay. 
We  should  take  the  next  step  and  make  it 
clearly  legitimate  to  be  gay." 

The  crowd  went  wild. 

John  Sewell,  his  five-minute  speech  fi- 
nished, was  already  hurrying  down  the 
aisle.  He  disappeared  from  the  auditor- 
ium even  before  the  cheers  and  echoing 
applause  had  finally  died  away.  But  the 
swarm  of  reporters  knew  they  had  a 
great  story.  It  was  a  story  that  would 
create  a  bigger  media  uproar  than  the 
mayor's  office  had  ever  before  known. 

Next  day,  city  hall  switchboard  was 
fiooded  with  hundreds  of  angry  phone- 
calls.  All  three  dailies  editorialized  their 
disapproval  and  for  days  the  letters 
pages  were  filled  with  cries  of  outrage  al- 
ternating with  messages  of  support.  The 
Toronto  Sun  declared  that  Sewell  had 
lent  "an  authority  to  the  radical  homo- 
sexual movement  which  is  wrong."  Re- 
form city  Alderman  Dan  Heap  said, 
"The  time  to  defend  freedom  of  the 
press  is  when  it's  under  attack,"  while 
veteran  conservative  alderman  and  in- 
terim mayor  Fred  Beavis  snorted,  "The 
chain  of  office  for  mayor  is  becoming  a 
daisy  chain."  A  typical  letter  to  the  cdi 
tor  concluded,  "Though  I  have  this  gar 
bage  thrown  on  my  plate,  I  certainly  do 
not  have  to  eat  it." 

It's  January  1980  and  we  are  sittmg  in 
the  reception  area  of  the  mayor's  office. 


The  Body  Politic  has  come  to  find  out 
what  John  Sewell  has  to  say  to  the  gay 
community  now  that  he  has  spent  a  year 
in  office. 

His  Worship,  Mayor  John  Sewell  is 
surprisingly  informal,  the  sort  of  person 
who  puts  you  at  your  ease  at  once.  We 
are  soon  settled  into  the  roomy  wing- 
backed  chairs  covered  in  pastel  jungle- 
printed  fabric  that  occupy  one  corner  of 
the  large  modern  office. 

We  ask  the  obvious  question. 

"I  made  the  speech  because  I  thought 
it  was  the  only  reasonable  thing  to  do. 
There  was  a  large  community  of  people 
who  felt  very  much  that  the  world  was 
after  them.  I  thought  that  the  approp- 
riate thing  for  the  mayor  to  do  was  to 
say:  'all  that's  crazy.'  That's  what  you 
have  politicians  for.  If  people  are  under 
attack  you  go  and  try  and  get  them  some 
protection." 

"I  was  absolutely  amazed  that  the 
thing  blew  up  in  the  way  that  it  did," 
Sewell  admits.  And  the  flack  didn't  stop 
at  city  hall. 

"Getting  harassing  phone  calls  at 
home  is  unbelievably  upsetting,  because 
you  simply  aren't  prepared  for  it,"  he 
says.  "If  I'm  at  home,  it's  to  try  and 
enjoy  myself,  to  get  back  to  being  a  hu- 
man being.  I'm  prepared  for  anything 
that  happens  here  at  city  hall.  But  you're 
sitting  at  home  Saturday  afternoon  and 
all  of  a  sudden  this  venom  comes  out  of 
the  phone.  My  son,  who  is  three,  would 
get  on  the  phone  and  someone  would 
start  swearing  at  him.  You  never  know 
whether  or  not  that  means  someone  is 
going  to  drive  past  your  house  and 
throw  something  through  the  window. 
Very  scary." 

John  Sewell  no  longer  has  a  public 


phone  number,  although  he  used  to 
think  he  should  be  accessible  to  his  con- 
stituency even  at  home.  Now,  if  you 
want  to  reach  the  mayor,  you  call  city 
hall. 

A  Globe  and  Mail  editorial  awarded 
Sewell  the  "ill-timing  award  of  1979." 
Art  Eggleton,  senior  alderman  and  one 
of  Sewell's  most  likely  opponents  in  the 
November  municipal  elections,  still 
thinks  it  was  bad  timing.  "By  making 
that  speech  in  the  context  of  a  court 
case,"  he  says,  "Sewell  exercised  poor 
judgment." 

Sewell  admits  that  he  has  had  a  few 
doubts  himself.  "Thinking  about  it,  the 
general  impression  I  have  is  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  if  I  had  had  a 
slightly  different  forum  in  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent place,"  But  he  quickly  adds, 
"When  it  comes  down  to  it,  politicians 
don't  get  the  opportunity  to  choose  the 
exact  right  time  or  the  right  place  to  say 
what  has  to  be  said.  I'm  not  interested  in 
backing  down  on  issues  that  some 
people  find  offensive." 

Sewell  also  had  to  deal  with  the  hints 
that  he  must  himself  be  gay  to  make 
such  a  speech.  "It  was  always  a  question 
I  had  to  struggle  over.  Would  I  answer 
the  question  of  whether  I  was  straight  or 
gay?  I've  got  a  sister  in  Kitchener  and 
her  kids  would  come  home  saying: 
'Uncle  John's  a  queer.'  That's  what 
they'd  been  told  at  school." 

We  ask  Sewell  if  his  stand  has  jeopar- 
dized his  reputation  or  his  effectiveness 
as  mayor.  "I  confirmed  both  of  them." 
he  answers  without  hesitation.  "I  confir- 
med my  reputation  and  I  confirmed 
whatever  clout  1  can  wield  from  this  of- 
fice." 

Later,  we  put  the  same  question  to  se- 
veral aldermen  at  city  hall.  "He  did  him- 
self harm  in  the  eyes  of  the  total  com- 
munity." Art  Eggleton  declares,  "and 
he  did  harm  lo  the  gay  rights  cause  by 
selling  up  a  confrontation  situation." 
Reform  Alderman  Pat  Shcppard  dis- 
agrees. "It's  done  him  good.  Even  those 
who  oppo,sc  his  stand  respect  his  integ- 
rity." 

Ward  Seven  Alderman  Gordon  Crcssy 
feels  thai  it  was  a  "courageous  but  cor- 
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rect  thing  to  do.  It  may  have  hurt  him  in- 
itially but,  over  time,  it's  become  neutral 
over-all."  Sewell's  long-time  opponent, 
pro-development  Alderman  Tony 
O'Donohue,  thinks  Sewell  hasn't  been 
hurt,  but  that's  because  "his  reputation 
is  that  of  a  headline-grabber  anyway." 

Most  of  the  people  we  talked  to  in  the 
gay  community  thought  that  the  speech 
had  helped.  "Sewell  is  respected  as  a 
friend  of  the  gay  community,"  says 
NDP  Gay  Caucus  member  John  Argue. 
Roger  Wilkes,  bar  owner  and  early  gay 
activist  adds,  "The  speech  has  had  an 
extremely  positive  effect.  At  the  time  I 
saw  people  in  the  bars,  whom  I  would 
have  never  expected,  signing  a  petition 
in  support  of  the  mayor.  It  brought  peo- 
ple out  of  the  closet."  Richard  Brown, 
president  of  the  Lambda  Business  Coun- 
cil, sees  the  speech  as  "a  valuable  step 
toward  gays  taking  their  proper  place  in 
society." 

One  of  the  first  such  steps  by  the  gay 
movement  in  this  city  was  to  lobby  in 
1973,  for  the  passage  of  a  resolution  pro- 
hibiting discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  in  city  hiring.  The  re- 
solution passed  through  City  Council 
with  almost  no  mention  in  the  main- 
stream media.  At  that  time,  John  Sewell 
was  an  alderman,  and  he  did  not  think 
gay  rights  was  an  important  issue  at  all. 
What  happened  between  then  and  now? 

"Two  things  happened,"  he  explains. 
"One,  obviously  I  changed  in  my  think- 
ing and  became  more  liberal  in  regard 
to  the  issue.  I  loosened  up  a  bit.  Second- 
ly, I  made  a  distinction  between  the  po- 
Utics  of  certain  members  of  the  commu- 
nity and  the  interests  of  that  whole 
community.  I'm  rather  discouraged 
about  some  of  the  underlying  political 
arguments  made  about  the  break  up  of 
capitalist  society  that's  going  to  come 
about  because  of  gay  rights.  I  thought 
those  arguments  were  generally  foolish 
and  didn't  make  any  sense  to  me.  And  I 
think  that  still,  basically.  But  I  managed 
to  recognize  that  it's  just  an  argument 
some  people  are  making  which  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  other  question  in- 
volved." 

Sewell  thinks  his  speech  made 
an  impact  on  attitudes  toward 
gay  people  at  city  hall.  "I  sense 
there's  a  great  loosening  of  the 
whole  thing.  Finally,  people  are  saying, 
'We  can  talk  about  it;  we  can  relax 
about  it.' "  Sewell's  newsletter  to  voters. 
The  First  Six  Months,  is  even  more  em- 
phatic: "The  world  at  city  hall  has  chan- 
ged." 

Not  everyone  agrees.  "The  climate 
was  beginning  to  loosen  up  before," 
says  Art  Eggleton.  "The  process  was  set 
back  by  the  mayor's  speech."  Pat  Shep- 
pard  has  seen  a  change.  "Those  who 
have  supported  gay  people  were  made  to 
become  more  active.  It  got  them  out  of 
the  closet,  so  to  speak,  and  forced  them 
to  stand  behind  their  principles." 

Ward  Six  reform  Alderman  Allan 
Sparrow  is  more  cautious  about  the 
mayor's  effect  on  Toronto  City  Council. 
"Council  is  split  along  predetermined 
lines  and  the  mayor's  vote  is  only  one 
out  of  23.  Unlike  American  cities,  we 
have  a  'weak  mayor'  system.  But  at 
Metro  Council  it  was  useful  to  raise  the 
issue.  It  may  have  made  some  of  the  sub- 
urban politicians  a  Uttle  more  thoughtful 
about  it.  What  his  speech  did  was  high- 
light the  issue.  That's  about  all  the  spe- 
cial power  a  mayor  has  under  this  sys- 
tem." 

Observers  generally  feel  that  in  the  last 
year,  gays  and  gay  issues  have  acquired  a 
higher  profile  at  city  hall,  but  it  would 
be  simplistic  to  attribute  it  all  to  a  five 
minute  speech.  The  most  recent  event 


was  the  election  of  long-time  community 
leader  George  Hislop  to  the  City  Plan- 
ning Board  (see  News  page  13).  The 
well-publicized  refusal  of  the  Police 
Commission  to  discipline  anti-gay  cops 
and  the  insistent  submissions  of  the 
Working  Group  on  Police-Minority  Re- 
lations and  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee roused  City  Council  to  action.  In 
June  1979  it  voted  unanimously  to  ask 
the  Police  Commission  to  state  its  clear 
opposition  to  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation.  The  same  position 
was  later  taken  by  Metro  Council.  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  gay  community 
have  been  working  with  members  of  the 
black  community  to  combat  racism  in 
the  police  department.  In  November, 
Scarborough  Mayor  Gus  Harris  also 
spoke  out  in  support  of  amendments  to 
the  Human  Rights  Code. 

Sewell  says  he  approves  of  the  in- 
creased interest  of  gays  in  city  politics. 


Would  I  answer  the  question 
of  whether  I  was  straight  or 
gay?  I've  got  a  sister  in 
Kitchener  and  her  kids  would 
come  home  saying,  'Uncle 
John's  a  queer.'  That's  what 
they'd  been  told  in  school." 


although  Hislop's  election  focussed 
some  of  his  earlier  doubts. 

"The  concern  I  originally  had  was 
that  we'd  be  getting  into  one-issue 
people.  I'm  very  worried  about  that. 
We've  seen  it  happen  in  the  States:  the 
anti-abortion  crowd  is  into  that,  the 
anti-gay  rights  crowd  is  into  that.  I'm  in- 
terested in  real  individuals  who've  got 
good  stands  on  a  number  of  issues.  The 
key  argument  that  Hislop  made  to 
me  —  and  I  found  it  impressive  —  was 
this:  if  you're  not  interested  in  me  being 
a  one-issue  person,  then  get  me  into  a 
position  where  I  can  figure  out  how  all 
that  other  stuff  works.  Then  I  can  take 
good  and  solid  positions  on  other  is- 
sues." 

Sewell  is  adamant  on  this  point.  "Sex- 
ual orientation  is  not  the  question.  The 
fact  that  a  person  is  gay  should  be  no  bar 
at  all  in  consideration  of  that  person  for 
appointment  or  election  to  a  position. 
The  real  question  is  their  politics  and 
what  it  is  they're  doing,  and  what  it  is 
they're  not  doing." 

Sewell  has  always  been  identified  with 


the  preservation  of  downtown  neigh- 
bourhoods and  with  the  support  of 
smaller  communities  within  the  city.  His 
January  speech  was  the  first  by  a  straight 
politician  to  place  the  gay  community  in 
this  context: 

"There  are  a  variety  of  types  of  com- 
munities —  some  are  geographical; 
some  are  ethnic  —  and  all  of  them  con- 
tribute significantly  to  the  vitality  and 
versatiUty  of  the  city.  They  can  be  called 
neighbourhoods,  or  they  can  be  called 
communities,  but  they  are  elements  that 
many  of  us  on  City  Council  have  strug- 
gled long  and  hard  to  protect." 

We  ask  him  to  elaborate  on  these 
ideas. 

"A  neighbourhood  is  a  collection  of 
people  or  of  households  that  are  rela- 
tively stable  and  have  some  centre  of  in- 
terest, although  there's  a  constant  turn- 
over. The  buildings,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  generally  the  same;  it  helps  keep  the 
feel." 

That  was  easy.  Sewell  finds  commu- 
nity a  more  difficult  word.  "Gays  repre- 
sent a  community  of  interest  in  the  same 
way  that  people  interested  in  non-profit 
housing  represent  a  community  of 
interest,  or  people  interested  in  historic 
buildings.  That's  the  type  of  community 
that  I  think  we're  talking  about." 

No  one  has  ever  accused  Sewell  of  tail- 
oring his  policies  merely  to  get  votes, 
but  we  ask  him  if  he  would  direct  any  at- 
tention toward  the  gay  community  when 
he  seeks  re-election.  "I'm  not  sure,"  he 
replies.  "I'm  not  sure  whether  I  would 
deliberately  pay  attention  to  it  as  a  gay 
community.  I'd  probably  say  no.  It's 
one  of  the  issues  I'd  pay  attention  to, 
but  there  are  lots  of  issues  in  regard  to 
the  city  and  that  doesn't  happen  to  be 
the  only  one." 

Recently,  several  reporters  seized  on  a 
hint  that  Sewell  would  move  on  to  the 
provincial  arena  as  a  Conservative  can- 
didate, a  Red  Tory.  Sewell  took  the  time 
to  write  to  the  Globe  to  deny  the  ru- 
mour. "The  point  is,  I'm  angry  about 
it,"  he  explains,  "simply  because  we 
were  only  joking  around  at  dinner. 
There  was  someone  there  who  I  didn't 
know  and  they  took  the  joke  seriously." 

We  ask  John  Sewell  how  he  would  try 
to  define  himself  politically.  "I  don't 
know.  I'm  not  very  good  at  that."  He 
hesitates,  and  then  goes  on.  "It's  very 
clear  that  I've  had  more  solid  allegiances 
with  the  NDP  than  with  anyone  else.  I'm 
part  of  a  group  of  people  on  City 
Council  that  generally  votes  on  the  left. 
There's  a  lot  of  the  NDP  in  there  and  I 
don't  have  any  problems  with  that.  The 
question  is,  am  I  going  to  be  more  useful 
to  them  being  a  member  of  the  NDP 
than  I  am  being  what  I  am  right  now?  I 
suspect  probably  not.  Because  I'm  going 
to  be  the  same  old  person.  I  wouldn't 
change;  I'd  just  have  this  funny  card  in 
my  pocket." 

Sewell  does  not  believe  that  party  po- 
litics is  going  to  be  introduced  at  the  city 
level  in  any  comprehensive  way.  "I 
think  there's  a  fundamentally  different 
perception  of  how  politics  works  in  To- 
ronto. The  artificialness  of  party  distinc- 
tions is  seen  through.  People  are  allowed 
to  have  politics  that  are  much  more  ra- 
dical than  they'd  be  allowed  by  either 
the  Tories  or  the  Liberals  at  the  federal 
and  provincial  level." 

The  public's  perception  of  him  contin- 
ually disturbs  Sewell.  He  reports  that, 
after  the  "Red  Tory  scare,"  people  who 
should  have  known  better  kept  calling 
him  to  be  reassured  it  wasn't  true. 

"I  sense  there's  a  real  gulf  between  the 
way  the  media  portrays  me  and  what  I 
am,"  he  says.  He  mentions  two  small 
examples  of  stereotypes  which  have  dog- 
ged his  public  image.  "One  is  that  I've 


worn  cowboy  boots  for  a  long  time.  I've 
never  owned  a  pair  of  cowboy  boots,  but 
obviously  somebody's  trying  to  say 
something  in  that.  The  second  is  that  I 
now  wear  three-piece  suits.  I  don't  own 
a  three-piece  suit,  either." 

His  distrust  of  the  media  runs  deep. 
"When  you  get  into  big  and  difficult 
issues,  the  media  have  some  problems 
conveying  them  —  either  in  the  minute 
and  a  half  they  have  on  TV,  or  in  the 
four  paragraphs  they've  got  in  print.  I 
think  that  the  media  decided:  'Let's  say 
Sewell's  modified  his  stands  and  he's  not 
pushing  any  issues  any  more.'  The  me- 
dia are  always  after  an  easy  handle  on 
events.  If  I'm  not  giving  them  the  easy 
handle  by  yelling  and  shoving,  then 
they're  going  to  look  somewhere  else." 

Sewell  has  been  learning  to  adapt  his 
tactics  to  suit  his  role  as  mayor.  "There 
are  a  lot  of  situations  where  I  can  make 
more  gains  by  not  taking  public 
stands  —  by  just  shutting  up.  Now, 
I'm  interested  in  getting  stuff  through 
council,  so  I  try  to  make  sure  all  the 
votes  are  there."  But  Sewell  is  also 
aware  that,  in  politics,  you  not  only  have 
to  make  gains  —  you  have  to  be  seen  to 
be  making  gains.  "A  lot  of  the  stuff  that 
I  think  is  really  important  doesn't  get 
talked  about."  He  lists  some  of  his  ac- 
complishments of  the  past  year:  a  transit 
study  that  gives  him  almost  all  the 
changes  in  the  Toronto  Transit  Com- 
mission (TTC)  he  has  sought  for  years,  a 
lease  from  the  province  on  a  strip  of 
land  that  will  ensure  the  stopping  of  the 
Spadina  Expressway,  a  day  care  centre 
at  city  hall,  a  decision  by  Ontario  Hydro 
not  to  build  a  transformer  station  on  a 
residential  block. 

But  Sewell  knows,  too,  that  the 
media  won't  change  just  because 
he  wishes  it  would.  "If  the  media 
isn't  hearing  me  properly,  that's 
my  problem.  I'm  trying  to  figure  out 
how  to  deal  with  it." 

Sewell's  public  call  for  reforms  in  the 
police  department  was  sabotaged  by  in- 
adequate media  coverage.  His  criticism 
of  the  Police  Commission  was  somehow 
converted  by  the  media  into  an  attack  on 
the  cop  on  the  beat. 

The  public  may  have  been  confused, 
but  Sewell  has  never  had  any  doubts 
about  where  the  changes  have  to  come  in 
the  police  department.  "The  cop  on  the 
beat  has  very  little  flexibility.  He  knows 
what  to  do  to  make  his  superiors  happy, 
so  he  does  it.  If  we  had  different  ma- 
nagement policies,  even  in  regard  to  how 
people  should  act  as  policemen,  we'd 
have  different  cops  on  the  beat.  They  are 
the  guys  at  the  bottom  who  are  really 
getting  hit." 

"I  can't  even  get  a  meeting  with  some 
cops  to  discuss  changes  in  working  con- 
ditions and  discipUnary  procedures.  The 
reason  a  number  of  them  have  given  me 
is:  'Have  a  meeting  with  you?  My  super- 
intendent would  put  me  on  the  dog 
work.  My  chances  of  getting  higher  up 
are  really  limited.'" 

Unfortunately,  most  people's 
experiences  of  police  homophobia  and 
racism  come  in  encounters  with  the  cop 
on  the  beat.  We  ask  if  a  change  in  ma- 
nagement policies  could  really  control  a 
bigoted  cop. 

"With  the  bigoted  cop,  you  have  to 
say:  "Sorry,  you're  bigoted  and  we 
don't  want  you.'  If  there  was  a  general 
rule  that  said:  'No,  you  can't  harass 
gays.  You're  not  allowed  to  do  that,'  I 
think  most  cops  would  say:  'Okay,  I 
can't  do  it.  Maybe  I'd  like  to,  but...'  or 
'Thank  God  I  don't  have  to.'  And  the 
world  would  change." 

Sewell  adds  that  change  will  also  come 
about  through  getting  more  varied  per- 
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"The  cop  on  the  beat  has 
very  little  flexibility.  He  knows 
what  to  do  to  make  his 
superiors  happy....  I  can't 
even  get  a  meeting  with  some 
cops.  'Have  a  meeting  with 
you?' they  say.  'My  super- 
intendent would  put  me 
on  the  dog  work.'" 


sonnel  in  the  police  department.  When 
more  blacks,  for  example,  start  working 
on  the  force,  familiarity  will  make  other 
cops  less  racist.  Does  Sewell  then  think 
there  should  be  more  openly  gay  cops 
hired  by  the  police  force? 

There  is  a  long  pause.  Logical  ideals  at 
war  with  present  reality.  "That's  a  really 
difficult  one,"  he  begins.  "Sure,  I 
would  hope  that  we'd  be  in  that  posi- 
tion. But  it's  difficult  enough  in  most 
branches  of  society  without  getting  into 
delicate  areas  like  the  police." 

He  elaborates.  "The  gay  movement 
obviously  is  trying  to  find  its  feet  polit- 
ically because  it's  been  discriminated  a- 
gainst  for  so  long.  Being  openly  gay  usu- 
ally means  you  are  politically  proselytiz- 
ing people  and  that  might  be  a  worry  to 
some.  What  they  would  prefer  is  not  to 
have  people  who  are  really  too  political, 
and  'openly  gay'  means  you're  being 
'toopoUtical.'" 

One  problem  that  Metro  Council  has 
always  had  in  controlling  the  police  is 
getting  a  budget  that  details  how  money 
is  actually  spent.  Police  policy,  as  repres- 
ented, for  example,  by  increased  alloca- 
tions to  the  Morality  Squad,  is  often 
concealed  within  larger  budget  line 
items.  "This  year,  for  the  first  time 
ever,"  he  says,  "we're  going  to  see  the 
police  budget  broken  down.  Until  now, 
it's  been  a  sort  of  rubber  stamping.  I've 
always  tried  to  get  reductions  in  the 
police  budget,  mostly  to  start  asking 
questions.  I've  hooked  onto  a  few 
things,  and  the  response  I've  always 
gotten  is:  'Crime  in  the  streets.'  I'd  say: 
'Wait  a  minute,  we're  talking  about  an 
obscure  little  item,  like  whether  you 
need  100  transistors  or  only  75.  That 
doesn't  have  to  do  with  crime  in  the 
streets,  that  has  to  do  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  crime  in  the  streets.'" 

One  "administrative"  concern  of  the 
police  is  Yonge  Street  hustlers,  often  gay 
youth  who  end  up  on  the  street  after 
parents  have  thrown  them  out  for  being 
gay.  We  ask  Sewell  if  he  would  support  a 
gay  youth  centre  and,  more  importantly, 
a  centre  run  by  other  gays.  "Yes,  I  think 
we  need  organizations  like  that  very 
much.  And  I  think  that  such  a  service 
should  be  supported  in  the  traditional 
system.  You  don't  discriminate  against 
people  because  of  their  sexuality.  That's 
totally  irrelevant.  If  staff  members 
aren't  acting  in  a  good,  professional 
capacity,  then  get  them  out.  But  that 
doesn't  depend  on  their  sexuality  at  all. 
It  depends  on  what  kind  of  human  being 
someone  is.  The  kind  of  values  they  have 
locked  into  their  heads." 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Sewcll's  imper- 


fect understanding  of  the  gay  communi- 
ty and  its  particular  needs  begins  to  be- 
come clear.  The  values  people  bring  to 
gay  youth  work  are  important,  of 
course,  but  their  sexuality  is  not  irrele- 
vant. Such  a  youth  centre  would  be  pro- 
viding a  gay-supportive  envirormient 
which,  for  the  foreseeable  future,  can 
best  be  supplied,  not  just  by  profession- 
als, but  by  gay  professionals. 

John  Sewell  has  understood  the  need 
to  legitimize  the  gay  struggle  and  he  has 
done  his  part  to  help  the  process  along. 
But  he  sees  sexual  orientation  primarily 
as  something  that  limits,  something  that 
can  be  used  to  keep  gays  apart  from  the 
mainstream,  or  else  as  a  purely  private 
matter.  He  says  sexual  orientation  is  for 
individuals  to  figure  out,  and  that  the 
real  question  is  their  politics.  It  is  clear 
that  he  does  not  think  sexual  orientation 
will  have  an  effect  on  those  politics. 


"The  media  are  always  after 
an  easy  handle  on  events.  For 
example,  they  like  to  say 
that  I've  worn  cowboy  boots  for 
a  long  time.  I've  never  owned 
apairof  cowboy  boots, 
but  obviously  somebody's 
trying  to  say  something 
in  that." 


The  fact  is  that  once  gay  people  are 
recognized  as  "legitimate,"  we  will  con- 
tinue to  live  our  lives  from  day  to  day  as 
gay  people.  We  won't  suddenly  disap- 
pear back  into  the  general  populace.  The 
fact  is  that  we  have  always  been  able  to 
enter  almost  any  employment  doors  — 
disguised  as  heterosexuals.  The  only 
change  will  be  our  increased  visibility. 
The  fact  is  that  our  differences  have  ne- 
ver been  solely  defined  by  our  social  ille- 
gitimacy. We  will  still  go  on  seeing  and 
interpreting  things  filtered  through  our 
experience  as  gay  people.  And  it  will  not 
be  a  monolithic  experience,  since  there 
are  many  ways  of  living  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

More  and  more  of  us  will  continue  to 
want  to  socialize  with  other  gay  people. 
And  we  will  socialize  in  a  growing  num- 
ber of  places  that  cater  to  our  special 
needs.  We  will  continue  to  relate  sex- 
ually in  ways  that  will  be  different  from 
many  heterosexuals.  Many  of  us  will 
look  at  sex  roles  and  family  structures  in 
ways  that  will  be  different,  and  it  will  be 
our  very  lives  that  will  give  us  a  per- 
spective to  be  more  critical  of  these  in- 
stitutions. We  will  increasingly  live  in 
areas  of  the  city  widely  known  as  gay 
neighbourhoods  (which  is  not  the  same 
as  saying  they  will  become  insular  ghet- 
toes).  We  will,  in  short,  continue  to 
grow  into  a  stronger  and  more  visible 
community,  held  together  as  much  by 
common  experiences  as  by  an  idea. 
Sewell's  analogy  to  non-profit  housing 
advocates  or  promoters  of  architectural 
conservation  does  not  illuminate  what 
we  are,  it  diminishes  it. 

We  should  not  be  surprised  that  a 
straight  politician  is  still  struggling  to 
understand  what  we  are  all  about.  We 
are  only  just  beginning  to  enter  the  pub- 
lic arena,  and  it  will  be  other  gay  people 
who  will  demonstrate  a  real  and  continu- 
ing concern  for  the  interests  of  our  com- 
munity. We  will  have  to  be  out  there  — 
visible  and  active  —  in  much  greater 
numbers  before  we  can  expect  to  see  sig- 
nificant changes. 

It  seems  that  the  next  step  in  Toronto 
may  be  the  election  of  openly  gay  alder- 
men at  city  hall.  "The  climate  is  one  of 
acceptance  for  that  to  happen  now," 
observes  Gordon  Cressy,  and  no  one  we 
spoke  to  at  city  hall  would  admit  to  be- 
ing opposed  to  such  a  development.  In 
fact,  it  now  seems  certain  that  George 
Hislop,  once  called  the  "unofficial 
mayor"  of  the  city's  gay  community, 
will  run  in  Ward  6  in  November. 

Dean  Haynes,  a  member  of  the  Gay 
Liberation  Union  (GLU),  gives  some 
good  reasons  for  this  to  be  the  next 


major  step  beyond  symbolic  support 
speeches.  "There  is  a  difference  between 
gay  issues  merely  being  referred  to  and 
gay  issues  being  dealt  with.  There's  a  dif- 
ference between  a  straight  politician 
reacting  to  an  issue  when  presented  with 
it  and,  I  hope,  a  gay  liberationist  at  city 
hall  continually  concerned  with  identify- 
ing issues  which  affect  the  gay  commun- 
ity." 

Haynes  remembers  that  it  was  less  than 
three  years  ago  that  this  city  was  over- 
whelmed by  an  incredible  wave  of  anti- 
gay  hatred.  On  August  1 ,  1977  the 
crumpled  body  of  12-year-old  Emanuel 
Jaques  was  found  in  a  garbage  bag  on 
the  roof  of  a  building  on  Toronto's 
bodyrub  strip,  and  four  men  were  sub- 
sequently charged  with  the  murder. 
Hundreds  of  emotional  demonstrators 
converged  on  city  hall,  some  of  them  de- 
manding the  death  of  all  queers.  The  gay 
community  tried  vainly  to  protest  that 
the  actions  of  a  few  psychotics  were  be- 
ing used  to  smear  all  homosexuals. 

No  one  tried  to  calm  the  political  at- 
mosphere then.  No  one  even  tried  to 
clarify  issues.  Following  that  period, 
Dean  Haynes  gave  very  serious  thought 
to  running  for  alderman  himself.  He  was 
angered  by  the  fact  that  not  one  person 
at  city  hall  spoke  up  to  defend  the  gay 
community. 

People  at  city  hall  are  now  more  will- 
ing to  speak  up,  Haynes  feels,  but  they 
still  do  not  understand  the  finer  points 
of  gay  issues.  He  cites  an  example.  Last 
October,  city  hall  and  police  representa- 
tives were  asked  to  come  to  a  meeting  to 
discuss  the  jeering  mob  of  potential 
queerbashers  that  congregate  on  Yonge 
Street  at  Hallowe'en.  Hayes  felt  they 
could  comprehend  the  problem  only  in 
terms  of  men  in  dresses  doing  things  to 
invite  trouble.  They  didn't  know  that 
few  drag  queens  attempt  to  brave  Yonge 
Street  on  Hallowe'en  anymore,  and  that 
it  isn't  only  the  traditionally  obvious 
street  gay  who  feels  unsafe  that  night  — 
or  any  night,  for  that  matter.  Haynes 
says  that  over  75  people  showed  up  at  a 
recent  self-defence  class  for  gay  men. 
These  were  just  ordinary  gays  and  all  of 
them  told  stories  of  being  attacked  or  of 
escaping  violence  just  in  time.  Non-gays 
at  city  hall  do  not  understand  that,  for  a 
significant  number  of  gay  people,  part 
of  the  experience  of  being  gay  in  Toron- 
to in  1980  is  feehng  unsafe  on  the  streets. 
This  seems  like  a  quality  of  life  problem 
that  requires  some  solution.  Being  grant- 
ed the  stamp  of  legitimacy  is  small  con- 
solation for  battered  homosexuals. 

This  is  the  kind  of  issue  that  gays 
at  city  hall  will  have  to  deal  with 
in  the  future,  and  it  is  the  kind 
of  issue  that  progressive  polit- 
icians like  John  Sewell  will  be  learning 
more  about.  It  is  clear  that  Sewell  will 
not  pretend  to  change  just  to  accom- 
modate a  few  voters.  He  will  have  to  be 
convinced,  but  once  convinced  he  will 
continue  to  be  a  valuable  ally. 

Near  the  end  of  our  interview  with 
John  Sewell,  we  ask  him  if  he  has  any 
advice  to  give  to  other  straight  poli- 
ticians who  may  be  choosing  a  time  to 
take  a  public  stand  in  support  of  gay 
rights. 

"Yeah,  don't  lose  your  cool,"  he 
says.  "Look,  people  will  like  you  for  do- 
ing it.  It's  an  important  thing  to  do.  Do 
it.  The  problem  with  bemg  a  politician  is 
that  you  want  to  be  liked  by  everybody. 
My  general  rule  is  that  you're  never  go- 
ing to  be  liked  by  everybody.  Just  make 
sure  you've  got  some  values  and  you're 
standing  up  and  talking  about  them." 

No  matter  how  you  slice  it,  that's  not 
your  average  Canadian  politician's 
baloney  .-1  " 
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I  have  met  a  few  lesbian  couples  who 
have  lived  together  for  years  without 
sexual  connection,  one  maintaining  near 
celibacy,  the  other  leading  an  active 
sexual  life  elsewhere.  I  have  encountered 
this  model  of  Victorian  marriage  more 
often  between  men.  The  older  they  are, 
the  more  this  fact  about  their  relation- 
ship is  kept  a  guilty  secret.  Younger 
people  are  apt  to  talk  about  the  con- 
venience rather  than  the  commitment  of 
being  "just  friends."  Though  increasing 
numbers  of  people  reject  the  ideal  of  one- 
flesh-faithful-unto-death,  it  still  haunts 
us,  making  what  we  think  of  as  more 
rational  arrangements  still  dubious  and 
guilt-ridden. 

Is  celibacy  in  a  long  term  relationship 
an  attempt  at  a  different  sort  of  fidelity, 
removed  from  sexuality  which,  if  com- 
bined with  love,  so  often  produces  those 
monstrous  children,  possessiveness  and 
jealousy?  Remove  sex  from  a  relation- 
ship, and  there  may  be  freedom  to  enjoy 
commitments  less  likely  to  pall  of  work, 
hobbies,  house  and  garden,  friends  and 
animals.  That  is  often  the  explanation 
after  the  fact,  but  it  is  not  usually  on 
those  terms  such  a  relationship  begins. 

Romantic  love  offers  no  model  for 
passionate  peers.  Most  men  fall  in  love 
with  women,  after  all.  Those  who  are 
attracted  to  other  men,  if  they  are  to 
follow  the  romantic  model,  must  assert 
their  superiority  or  relinquish  it.  Auden 
and  Forster,  for  example,  both  chose 
men  much  younger  than  themselves,  less 
competent  or  inferior  in  social  status,  in 
need  of  protection  and  support. 
Auden's  lover  rejected  the  role  of  infer- 
ior finally  by  rejecting  Auden  sexually. 
As  often,  the  rejection  comes  from  the 
man  who  has  perceived  himself  the  super- 
ior. Once  he  recognizes  his  lover  as  a 
friend  and  peer,  he  can  no  longer  see 
him  as  an  object  of  passion.  Sexual 
attraction  depends  on  both  partners 
accepting  basic  inequality. 

Inequality  in  casual  relationships, 
where  love  is  not  an  issue,  may  seem 
more  tolerable.  So,  just  like  the  Victor- 
ian husband  made  to  feel  ashamed  of  his 
sexual  needs,  the  homosexual  spares  his 
partner  the  humiliation  of  his  appetite 
and  takes  it  instead  to  the  bars,  parks 
and  baths.  Sex  is  sport,  recreation, 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  centre 
of  living,  home. 


But  there  has  to  be  a  centre,  one  who 
rarely  strays,  for  the  relationship  to  con- 
tinue. Of  those  men  who  accept  the  role 
of  tender  of  the  hearth,  it  has  been 
recently  said,  "They  need  women's  liber- 
ation more  than  most  women  do."  For, 
Uke  women,  they  are  expected  to  nurse 
and  comfort  those  home  from  the  game 
with  bruised  egos  and  hepatitis.  Alas, 
without  sex  there  can  still  be  jealousy, 
and  the  contemptuous  bitchery  directed 
at  young  punks  and  tricks  again  sounds 
very  much  like  the  Victorian  wife  on  the 
subject  of  prostitution. 

The  lesbian  pattern  of  celibacy  within 
relationship  seems  more  often  to  come 
from  guilt  about  all  sexual  experience 
which  in  one  may  result  in  rejection  of 
the  body,  in  the  other  a  "sinning"  and 
"being  forgiven,"  virgin  mother  and 
child  into  old  age. 

It  may  be  that  the  homosexual 
community  is  taking  longer  to  emerge 
from  Victorian  attitudes  toward  sex, 
having  suffered  a  great  deal  more  from 
hostile  disapproval  of  its  appetites.  As 
people  with  growing  self-respect  and 
deepening  self-knowledge,  we  don't 
need  to  go  on  imitating  heterosexual 
models  which  don't  suit  heterosexuals 
all  that  often  and  certainly  have  little  rele- 
vance for  us. 

It  may  also  be  more  difficult  for  men 
than  for  women  who  have  the  support  of 
the  women's  movement  in  radically 
changing  their  ways  of  living.  I  hear  far 
more  genuine  questioning  among 
women,  far  more  fierce  defending 
among  men,  whether  of  bars  and  parks 
or  sex  with  children  if  I'm  listening  to 
homosexuals,  of  patriarchal  privilege 
among  my  heterosexual  male  friends: 
"Well,  maybe  I  just  want  to  be  an  old 
fart;  it's  my  house!" 

Every  choice  in  relationship  has  ob- 
vious limitations.  We  are  not  all  alike  in 
our  needs  and  aspirations.  A  nun  friend 
explains,  "Celibacy  is  the  only  way  I  can 
manage  loving  so  many  people.  Other- 
wise it  would  be  far  too  complicated." 
"Give  me  the  complications!"  retorts 
one  of  my  young,  experimenting  friends. 
"But  sometimes  I  feel,"  says  a  recently 
divorced  woman  trying  to  figure  out  her 
new  life,  "as  if  I'm  using  everyone." 

If  we  dared  to  use  each  other  for  real 
understanding  of  our  experience,  our 
sexual  daring  might  be  less  compartmen- 
talized, defensive,  and  guilty.  D 
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Once  upon  a  time.... 
You  entered  into  this  world  as  if  it  were  a 
j  ungle  of  experiences  to  be  explored  and 
sorted  and  eventually  recollected  into  the 
individuality  that  was  to  be  yours 
unmistakably.  All  around  you,  others,  less  certain  in 
their  choices,  succumb  to  the  available,  which  has  never 
satisfied  you.  In  your  struggle  for  becoming  you  become 
wild  and  lonely  and  proud.  You  are  seeking  the  heart  of 
a  mystery,  but  inside  you  your  heart  is  like  a  stone,  its 
heaviness  weighting  you  down. 

It  is  hot,  a  summer's  evening,  and  you  have  been 
walking  the  city  streets  to  escape-the  accumulated  heat 
of  your  upstairs  room.  The  streets  are  almost  empty, 
your  footsteps  echo  and  return  to  you,  hollow.  Lost  in 
the  tangle  of  your  musing,  you  are  startled  by  the  voice 
of  a  stranger  who  has  noiselessly  pulled  up  beside  you 
and  is  now  beckoning  to  you  from  his  car.  Yet  the 
meeting  is  not  entirely  unanticipated;  you  have  been 
in  such  situations  before. 

' '  Would  you  care  for  a  ride?" 
The  invitation  is  spoken  casually  and  you  choose 
your  reply  carefully,  with  a  caution  that  masks  your 


eagerness.  He  leans  forward,  his  eyes  gleaming,  and  in 
the  dappled  street  light  you  fancy  that  the  stranger  is 
beautiful  to  look  upon,  dangerous  and  desirable.  You 
go  with  him,  then,  to  the  ocean  that  is  not  so  many  miles 
away.  Together,  you  walk  in  thecoolness,  the  waves 
removing  all  traces  of  your  presence  as  you  pass.  The 
full  moon  can  only  illuminate  the  surfaces  it  glances 
with  its  brightness.  It  cannot  penetrate  the  deep.  You 
offer  your  face  for  kisses,  in  theshelter  of  the  rocks  you 
lie  down. 

"Astonish  me,"  you  whisper,  seeking  a  miracle. 
The  stone  that  is  your  heart  expands,  becomes  a  star, 
pulsating,  beating  over  the  thud  of  the  waves,  outshining 
themoon.  "Take  me  there.  "You  will  it. 

As  if  longing  and  willing  were  sufficient  for  the 
transformation.  He  is  a  stranger,  he  is  beautiful  to  look 
at,  but  the  ritual  is  familiar  and  disappointing.  This  is 
not  the  road  that  leads  to  the  centre  of  the  mystery.  You 
realize  this  with  a  sting  of  clarity  that  further  diminishes 
your  ability  to  respond.  When  he  drives  you  home, 
content  with  the  apparent  simplicity  of  his  conquest, 
you  have  already  forgotten  the  gestures  that  connected 
you  to  him.  Your  spirit,  which  only  hours  ago  trembled 
in  anticipation  of  something  greater  than  itself,  has 
contracted  into  a  submissive  calm.  You  have  been 
waiting  for  as  long  as  you  can  remember,  for  something 
you  are  not  sure  of,  and  you  return  to  this  accustomed 
state.  When  he  asks  you  for  your  number  you  give  him 
a  false  one,  and  direct  him  to  a  house  not  your  home. 
Walking  back,  as  the  night  disappears  over  the 
mountains,  you  think  only  of  thefurity  of  the  colours 
of  the  flowers,  and  the  mystery  that  binds  all  life. 
In  your  spirit,  you  are  untouched. 

Other  seasons,  other  strangers.  You  hang  on  to 
your  stubborn  innocence,  your  craziness  that  permits 
this  innocence  to  bloom  in  the  spiritual  squalor  of  your 
life.  It  is  failure  that  is  degrading,  not  the  variety  of  the 
attempt.  You  work  at  it,  you  think  you  are  making 
progress  after  all.  You  have  escaped,  not  untouched, 
but  at  least  allowed  to  move  about,  to  be  who  you  think 
you  are. 

How  is  it  that  the  loneliness  is  exaggerated  by  the 
influence  of  friends,  how  lonely  it  is  in  your  portion  of 
the  universe.  You  experience  something  akin  to  horror, 
a  stark  fear  that  drives  you  again  to  seek  relief  in  human 
relationships.  Should  you  die  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  you  have  lived,  the  terrible  shock  of  living. 
Even  pouring  orange  juice,  it  can  hit  you  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  the  terror  that  there  are  people  dying  out 
there  in  a  radius,  other  people  who  can't  sleep,  and  as 
the  cost  of  orange  juice,  as  the  cost  of  everything, 
continually  rises,  you  realize  how  ineffectual  your 
passion.  Most  of  your  life  has  been  spent  seeking  to  finjl 
meaning  in  alternatives,  yet  so  much  of  your  time  is 
squandered,  scrunched  up  beneath  the  covers,  hiding 
from  yourself,  even  as  you  strip  yourself  away  and 
declare,  with  each  of  your  decisions,  who  you  might  be 
in  your  innermost  secret. 

It  is  an  act  of  submission  that  you  have  taken  on 
the  inevitability  of  a  boyfriend .  Maybe  it  will  happen 
and  familiarity  will  bring  you  closer  to  the  mystery,  a 
paradox  imitating  the  nature  of  truth .  The  boyfriend  is 
a  solid  person,  not  handsome  but  gentle  and  with  a 
serious  manner  that  moves  you  into  acceptance.  Yet  for 
whatever  reason,  the  mystery  eludes  you.  It  is  centred 
somewhere  beyond  the  circle  of  your  genuine  affection, 
far  into  the  vast  expansiveness  of  the  nights  and  the 
tightening,  concentric  circles  of  the  days  you  exist. 

You  work  at  your  job. 

You  meditate  in  the  evenings. 

You  find  you  are  attracted  to  the  boyfriend's  sister 
and  enjoy  the  times  when  you  all  go  out  together.  At 
first  you  think  it  isjust  her  intelligence  and  her  wit,  her 
irresistible  smile  that  has  drawn  you  to  her,  but  when 
you  fmd  your  gaze  lingering  on  the  light  as  it  slants  her 
cheekbone,  the  fullness  of  her  lips... you  file  such 
thoughts  away  as  inappropriate.  Still,  you  are  honest 
enough  to  realize  that  when  the  three  of  you  are  together, 
it  is  her  influence  you  most  enjoy. 

The  boyfriend  is  ardent  in  his  lovcmaking.  and 
soon  you  are  composing  plans  for  a  wedding.  So  it  might 
have  turned  out  if  he  had  not  suddenly  become  infatuated 
with  a  woman  less  subtle,  less  indifferent.  The  engage- 


ment is  called  off  and  you  are  surprised  to  be  left 
feeling  more  relieved  than  regretful,  more  regretful  for 
the  loss  of  the  sister,  who  was  awkward  and  apologetic. 

You  realize  you  have  made  a  narrow  escape. 

This  time,  however,  you  discover  that  you  are  not 
to  be  let  off  so  easily.  Is  it  the  random  jesting  of  innocent 
fate  that  has  willed  another  life  to  be  called  down  from 
the  infmite  to  bloom  inside  you  against  your  choosing, 
or  is  it  only  your  indiscriminate  passion  that  has  called 
forth  this  pregnancy,  this  unwanted  reminder  of  hope? 

You  walk  alone,  losing  yourself  in  the  city  streets 
or  stalking  the  beaches  for  hours,  at  night  when  only  the 
ghostly  echoes  of  lovers  mock  your  concern.  To  abort 
the  life  now  quickening  inside  you  is  not  a  decision  to  be 
lightly  made.  This  life  is  delicate,  a  mystery,  but  you  lack 
the  selfishness  that  might  in  this  helpless  life  find 
consolation.  It  might  be  consoling  to  shelter  another 
life,  to  live  out  your  lost  dreams  and  uncertainties,  but 
you  are  raging  too  far  to  want  to  expose  such  innocence 
to  your  wildness.  You  will  neither  to  impose  nor  concede. 

You  make  your  choice  with  a  calmness  that  is 
betrayed  by  the  lonely  procedure.  The  months  that 
follow  the  abortion  are  desolate,  confined  with  regret. 
So  it  is  with  a  swift  shock  that  the  haze  and  the  feeling  of 
deadness  that  has  haunted  you  since  the  operation  is 
shattered  by  the  husky,  alluring  voice  of  a  street  singer. 
It  is  a  voice  that  from  somewhere  you  recognize 
immediately,  ranging  around  the  mystery,  illuminating 
for  you  a  little  corner  of  your  dark . 


The  street  singer  is  a  woman .  Like  you ,  she  has 
experienced  the  mystery  that  has  set  you  apart 
from  others,  but  unlike  yourself  she  appears 
to  have  come  to  some  terms  with  it .  Her 
songs  deal  with  salvation  and  longing, 
indifference  and  pain.  Hearing  them  once,  they  return 
to  you,  weaving  through  the  strands  of  your 
consciousness  until  they  become  a  lifeline  thrown  out 
to  you  which  you  must  grasp,  or  forever  renounce 
the  idea  of  rescue. 

You  battle  against  your  natural  reticence  and  a 
stronger  feeling  of  excitement  displaces  all  of  your 
natural  caution  so  that  once  again  you  feel  alive  in  your 
flesh.  Whenever  you  can  you  place  yourself  near  her, 
hopingto  be  caught  up,  to  be  overcome.  From  the 
security  of  the  audience,  on  the  street  and  in  coffee- 
houses, you  gaze  at  her,  trying  to  memorize  the  lines  of 
her  face.  You  hardly  know  what  you  are  doing,  nor  can 
you  imagine  just  where  these  feelings  will  take  you.  You 
have  experienced  much,  not  ever  this  aching,  this 
prolonged  yet  elusive  despair. 

One  night  you  discover  her,  you  have  lingered  after 
the  performance  and  your  body  is  electrified  as  you 
witness,  there,  on  the  fringe  of  the  darkness,  the  singer 
and  a  laughing,  long-haired  woman,  embracing  as 
lovers  would. 

Had  it  occured  to  you  before,  yes,  but  only 
obliquely,  in  shame  and  confusion.  You  were  not 
prepared  for  this  rush  of  desire  and  longing  that  now 
takes  the  place  of  the  vacant  wordless  yearning  that  was 
your  habitual  state.  Unmistakable  now,  you  move  into 
a  different  atmosphere,  tinged  with  a  hope  that  cannot 
be  guarded. 

For  weeks  you  are  inarticulate,  seeking  to  contain 
the  wildfire  that  is  flaming  to  extinguish  the  fortress  of 
your  secret  self.  At  night  you  lie  awake,  alive,  throbbing 
to  a  harmony  that  in  your  infatuation  you  imagine  akin 
to  the  impetus  that  sets  the  planets  in  motion.  You 
masturbate  to  the  vague  shadow  of  a  woman,  you 
appraise  yourself  anew  from  a  woman's  eye.  And  you 
try,  so  hesitantly,  to  offer  yourself  to  the  woman  whom, 
in  your  confusion,  you  cannot  differentiate  from  the 
feelings  she  has  evoked . 

You  arc  trapped  now,  for  the  mystery  has  conceded 
to  obsession  and  an  unlucky  quest  for  the  forbidden. 
You  meet  other  women,  give  and  take  in  the  daylight  a.s 
well  as  the  darkness,  but  always  the  shades  of  evening 
part  to  reveal  one  relentless  desire,  the  plague  to  achieve 
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union  with  the  singer  of  songs. 

Those  songs,  while  bringing  you  to  life  again,  have 
brought  to  you  also  death  of  a  kind ,  for  you  care  not 
now  for  any  others,  not  for  irrational  questing  nor  your  ' 
work ,  which  you  at  least  used  to  enjoy.  All  your  days 
and  nights  are  laced  with  one  desire:  to  lie  close  to  the 
singer  of  songs,  to  make  the  kind  of  love  that  is  an 
absolution,  the  physical  caught  up  with  the  spiritual  at 
last,  astonished,  ravishing.  In  your  infatuation  you 
become  greedy  and  narrow-minded,  and  yet  something 
of  the  mystery  is  still  left  to  be  recorded,  for  you  truly 
believe  that  in  union  with  the  singer  there  will  be  union 
with  harmony,  which  is  as  much  of  the  mystery  as  you 
still  grasp. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  delusion.  You  are  not  immune 
to  reality,  neither  are  you  in  tune  with  it.  You  have  also 
acquired  a  habit  for  drinking,  and  it  is  in  a  drunken 
state  that  one  midnight  you  approach  her,  emboldened 
by  the  liquor  and  rumours  of  her  infidelity.  Not 
graciously,  she  mocks  you,  and  you  are  so  humiliated 
that  It  is  months  before  you  make  the  same  mistake. 
How  many  times  does  she  have  to  rebuke  you  before  you 
can  renounce  your  mistaken  questing,  seeking  to  find 
no  more  meaning  in  mystical  relationships  and  kisses  as 
a  bridge  between  universes.  Sex,  you  begin  to  realize,  is 
an  encounter  between  two  persons  who  may  know  each 
other,  sometimes  well,  sometimes  imperfectly,  no 
longer  a  goal  or  even  something  to  be  craved .  You  cannot 
continue  to  regret  something  that  is  not  offered,  her 
impervious  desire,  her  lack  of  recognition.  You  cannot 
cry  enough  to  sustain  or  nourish  an  illusion  that  is  not 
reflected .  It  was  your  first  experience  of  love  without 
limit,  yet  limited  it  was,  by  her  refusal  to  enter  your 
myth-making.  Once  again,  it  is  your  cycle  for  grieving. 


You  walk  alone  at  night,  as  you  used  to, 
avoiding  the  places  you  recently  frequented, 
unhappy  yet  glad  in  some  part  of  you,  for  you 
perceive  that  now  you  are  truly  free  to  grow 
outside  all  boundaries.  Sometimes  you 
arejoined  by  a  woman,  a  lover /companion,  but 
most  frequently  you  pace  your  own  distances  and  you 
are  aware  that  you  are  what  the  world  calls  a  lesbian. 
All  your  strangeness,  your  cumbersome  oddity  has  left 
you  with  this  awareness.  When  men  approach  you  now, 
as  they  do  with  less  frequency,  you  are  no  longer 
interested  or  hopeful  of  any  further  unveiling  of  the 
mystery.  You  know  that  you  need  no  longer  act  out  of  a 
pretense  of  communication,  and  that  any  further 
insights  you  may  receive  will  be  the  results  of  struggle 
and  determination.  Salvation  is  no  longer  a-question. 
You  have  saved  yourself  and  you  have  found  the 
mystery  to  be  within  you,  expanding  from  that  centre 
point  which  once  again  has  receded  but  will  yet  be 
recalled. 

It  is  hot,  a  summer's  evening.  After  being  in  the 
noise  of  the  streets  ail  day,  you  are  relieved  to  slip  up  the 
stairs  and  enter  into  the  coolness  of  your  own  room.  D 


"Emma  Lazarus"  is  the  pen  name  of  a  writer  who  lives 
with  her  son  in  Vancouver.  She  is  active  in  the  women's 
movement  and  has  "a  passion  to  sefe  a  better  world. " 
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Since  1892,  when  Havelock  Ellis  first  passed 

out  questionnaires,  gay  people  have  been  queried,  probed, 

surveyed  and  examined.  The  questions  have  become  more  sophisticated, 

but  our  diversity  still  eludes  the  three  most  recent  "reports. " 
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The  Lesbian  Couple  by  Donna  M  Tanner. 
DC  Heath  and  Company,  Toronto,  1978. 
$15.50. 

Since  I  find  myself  worrying  a  lot  about 
relationships  and  lovers,  I  was  eager  to 
read  a  book  about  lesbian  couples.  Un- 
fortunately not  only  is  this  book  itself 
disappointing,  but  the  title  is  misleading. 

The  author's  method  was  to  interview 
twelve  couples  who  had  been  involved 
for  at  least  six  months.  They  were  indi- 
vidually questioned  about  every  aspect 
of  their  lives  as  lesbians.  The  purpose, 
ostensibly,  was  to  describe  how  dyadic 
lesbian  relationships  were  initiated  and 
maintained  in  a  hostile  society.  How- 
ever, by  chapter  four  the  purpose  has 
fragmented  into  six  objectives  ranging 
from  understanding  the  coming  out  pro- 
cess to  the  effect  of  Women's  Liberation 
on  the  lesbian  community.  The  first 
chapters  also  contain  a  sociological  the- 
ory of  deviance  which  the  author  uses 
later  in  the  book  as  a  framework  for  un- 
derstanding her  data  about  the  couples 
studied. 

The  strongest  point  of  the  book  lies  in 
the  author's  sympathy  with  the  lesbian 
lifestyle.  In  the  course  of  her  interview- 
ing, Ms  Tanner  has  obviously  taken  the 
trouble  to  understand  how  these  lesbians 
see  themselves  and  their  community, 
and  the  book  reflects  this.  For  example, 
this  is  the  only  book  of  its  kind  to  consi- 
der seriously  the  effect  of  feminist  and 
Gay  Liberation  movements  on  the  qual- 
ity of  life  for  individual  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Unfortunately,  Ms  Tanner's 
sympathy  for  the  lesbian  lifestyle  is  not 
matched  by  her  ability  as  a  researcher  or 
thinker.  Overall,  the  book  reads  like  a 
mediocre  undergraduate  research  paper. 
The  book  attempts  to  review  the 
research  literature  and  to  collect  data  on 
a  number  of  complex  and  fundamental 
issues,  but  the  author's  background  is 
simply  not  adequate  for  the  task.  As  a 
result,  the  theoretical  analysis  is  not  well 
organized,  or  well  supported.  For  in- 
stance, biological  theories  of  homosex- 
uality are  criticized  for  being  of  little 
value  to  a  sociological  analysis,  although 
why  Ms  Tanner  would  ever  have  expect- 
ed biological  theories  to  be  central  to  a 
sociological  perspective  is  a  mystery  to 
me. 

All  studies  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  arc 
haunted  by  the  problem  of  finding  peo- 
ple who  are  representative  of  the  diver- 


sity of  the  gay  community  and  yet  wil- 
ling to  participate  in  a  research  project. 
However,  the  problem  is  particularly 
glaring  in  the  present  work.  Only  24  wo- 
men are  interviewed,  the  group  included 
neither  closeted  nor  politically  active  les- 
bians, and  everyone  in  the  group  is 
"well-educated,  articulate,  informed, 
and  introspective."  Obviously,  these 
people  are  easiest  to  interview,  but  the 
sample  can  hardly  begin  to  tell  us  about 
the  diversity  of  experiences  within  the 
lesbian  community.  The  findings  may  be 
of  some  interest  to  heterosexual  resear- 
chers, but  even  for  this  group,  there  is 
probably  little  that  is  new. 

The  deficiencies  of  this  work  are 
worth  examining  because  they  cripple 
most  of  the  recent  books  describing 
scientific  studies  of  homosexuality.  The 
first  issue  has  to  do  with  basic  research 


design.  In  any  investigation  of  complex 
human  processes,  the  appropriate  proce- 
dure is  to  compare  an  experimental  or 
target  group  to  a  control  group.  Either 
both  groups  are  selected  randomly  from 
larger  populations,  or  where  this  is  im- 
practical, it  is  essential  that  the  two 
groups  be  similar  with  respect  to  age, 
sex,  and  so  on  because  such  factors  are 
known  to  have  powerful  effects  on  how 
individuals  organize  their  lives.  How- 
ever, sex  researchers  seem  to  be  generally 
content  to  assume  that  the  heterosexual 
lifestyle  is  standardized  and  well-known 
so  that  homosexual  groups  may  be  in- 
vestigated without  concurrent  study  of 
comparable  heterosexual  groups.  Conse- 
quently, in  interpreting  the  results,  one 
is  left  to  compare  observations  of  the 
gay  community  with  whatever  personal 
image  one  may  have  of  heterosexual  life. 


The  photograph  above  comes  from  Eye-to- 
Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians,  recently  publish- 
ed by  Glag  Hag  Books  An  introductory  es- 
say on  "Lesbian  Photography"  by  Judith 
Schwartz  quotes  JEB  (Joan  E  Biron)  on  her 
beginning  as  a  photographer ,  "  I  had  never 
seen  a  picture  of  two  women  kissing,  and 
wanted  to  see  it.  I  borrowed  a  camera,  but  I 
didn't  even  know  anybody  I  could  ask  to 
pose  (or  It.  So  I  held  the  camera  at  arms 
length  and  kissed  my  lover,  Sharon,  and 
took  the  picture.  That's  my  first  lesbian 
photograph  " 
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In  general,  this  first  difficulty  seems  to 
derive  from  a  second  serious  weakness  in 
this  area.  The  basic  question  seems  to 
be,  What  do  They  (the  deviants)  do? 
However,  to  do  theoretically  and  empir- 
ically intelligent  work,  researchers 
should  be  asking  questions  which  are 
relevant  to  both  heterosexuality  and 
homosexuahty;  How  do  human  sexual 
preferences  develop?  How  are  individ- 
ual choices  and  motivations  integrated 
into  personal  identity  and  lifestyle?  This 
kind  of  perspective  may  be  lacking  part- 
ly because  researchers  either  ignore  or 
are  ignorant  of  the  political  analyses  as- 
sociated with  feminism  and  gay  libera- 
tion; but  nothing  from  the  convention- 
al scientific  literature  can  substitute  for 
these  analyses.  Studying  the  data  alone 
gives  rise  to  limited  and  unrelated  con- 
clusions. A  thoughtful  and  comprehen- 
sive theoretical  perspective  is  badly 
needed.  If  researchers  could  momentar- 
ily set  aside  the  illusion  that  convention- 
al scientific  work  is  politically  neutral, 
they  might  find  that  gay  and  feminist 
communities  provide  not  only 
interesting  data  sources,  but  also  ex- 
tremely valuable  theoreticaf  insights  into 
the  nature  of  human  sexuality. 

Rosemao  Barnes  G 
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Coffeetable  kinks 

The  Gay  Report  by  Karia  Jay  and  Alien 
Young.  Simon  and  Shuster  (General  Press  in 
Canada).  $14.95. 

The  Spada  Report  by  James  Spada.  Signet, 
1979.  $2.75  paper. 

Both  The  Gay  Report  and  The  Spada 
Report,  appearing  as  part  of  the  current 
confrontation  of  gay  people  with  mili- 
tant Christians  and  the  radical  right  in 
the  United  States,  assert  that  knowledge 
—  in  this  case,  knowledge  of  gay  peo- 
ple's lives  as  told  by  themselves  —  is  a 
critical  element  in  the  struggle  for  the 
hearts  and  minds,  and  ultimately  for  the 
support  and  votes  of  uncommitted 
straight  people. 

Public  knowledge  of  the  lives  of  gay 
people  has  always  played  a  central  role 
in  gay  politics.  It  has  come  cither  as  op- 
pression, in  the  form  of  psychiatric  ex- 
aminations, police  reports,  evidence  in 
court,  or  sociological  accounts  of  "de- 
viance"; or.  more  positively  perhaps,  as 
studies  in  sexology  —  for  example,  the 
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accounts  of  gay  life  in  the  works  of  Car- 
penter, Ellis,  Hirschfeld,  et  al.  The 
construction  of  knowledge  about  gay 
people,  in  all  these  cases,  has  social  pol- 
icy imphcations  and  consequently  must 
be  evaluated  in  terms  of  its  poHtical 
character.  Indeed,  before  Stonewall  and 
San  Francisco,  the  political  fate  of  gay 
people  in  the  United  States  was  almost 
entirely  wrapped  up  in  how  they  were 
known  publicly,  especially  in  official 
reports.  In  many  ways,  it  still  is. 

These  studies,  which  are  the  result  of 
survey  questionnaires  administered  to 
over  1 ,000  gay  men  for  The  Spada 
Report  and  to  over  5,000  gay  men  and 
lesbians  for  The  Gay  Report,  recognize 
this  link  between  knowledge  and  politics 
as  crucial  in  the  struggle  for  the  libera- 
tion of  gay  people.  In  this  respect,  a 
number  of  useful  things  can  be  said  a- 
bout  both  books. 

It  is  useful  in  the  current  war  of  prop- 
aganda {eg  the  film  Cruising)  that  gay 
people  have  the  opportunity  to  tell  their 
own  story,  although  this  is  somewhat  h- 
mited  in  both  these  cases  by  the  use  of 
survey  questionnaire  techniques.  No 
doubt  in  the  years  to  come  the  "facts" 
from  these  studies  will  be  used  by  both 
sides  in  the  debate  over  gay  rights  and 
lifestyle,  with  gay  activists  finding  The 
Gay  Report  more  useful,  perhaps  than 
The  Spada  Report.  Apart  from  the  fact 
that  it  deals  with  both  men  and  women. 
The  Gay  Report  appears  overall  to  have 
a  better  sampling  of  gay  respondents,  al- 
though neither  report  meets  the  usual 
technical  requirements  of  survey  re- 
search. The  Gay  Report,  for  example,  is 
biased  towards  not  just  politically  active. 


but  "politically  correct"  gays. 

While  both  surveys  ask  what  it  was 
like  in  retrospect  to  be  gay  and  young, 
neither  takes  gay  youth  seriously  as  a 
category  of  persons  to  investigate  —  and 
this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  The 
Gay  Report  has  35  respondents  under 
the  age  of  18.  Given  the  written  form  of 
the  questionnaires  and  the  volununous 
and  literate  replies  —  especially  in  The 
Gay  Report  —  it  also  seems  obvious  that 
both  studies  have  neglected  street  gays, 
poor  gays,  and  to  this  extent,  so  called 
third- world  gays. 

The  "facts"  from  both  these  studies 
will  no  doubt  be  useful  as  propaganda 
but  they  should  not  be  taken  as  present- 
ing an  "objective"  account  of  gay  life, 
and  anyone  intending  to  use  them 
should  bear  this  in  mind.  Nevertheless, 
placed  side  by  side.  The  Gay  Report  has 
a  great  deal  more  integrity  on  this  count 
than  The  Spada  Report,  which  really 
seems  to  be  a  bit  of  a  hustle:  a  quick  way 
of  making  a  fast  buck  in  the  gay  market- 
place. 

Because  both  these  studies  are 
surveys,  they  invite  comparison  with  the 
greatest  of  American  sexological  studies, 
the  Kinsey  Report.  What  is  interesting  is 
that  unlike  the  Kinsey  Report,  both  The 
Gay  Report  and  The  Spada  Report 
concentrate  on  homosexuals  rather  than 
on  homosexual  behaviour.  Kinsey  had 
held  that  in  order  to  understand  homo- 
sexuality in  America  it  was  necessary  to 
look  at  homosexual  behaviour  rather 
than  at  those  few  people  in  the  society 
whose  sexual  outlets  were  exclusively  ho- 
mosexual in  nature. 

This  shift  in  emphasis  is  interesting  for 
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In  Michel  Trembiay's  Damn^e  Manon,  Sacrte  Sandra,  Sandra  is  a  drag  queen  who  dreams 
of  Manon,  a  Catholic  ecstatic  consumed  by  religious  sensuality.  Meanwhile,  Manon,  a  pious 
and  lonely  spinster,  dreams  of  Sandra,  a  wild  Virgin  Mary  daubed  in  green  lipstick  and  intent  on 
sexual  mayhem.  Sandra  and  Manon  come  to  life,  not  as  creations  of  the  author,  but  of  one 
another.  The  disembodiment  of  the  characters  is  skillfully  established  by  the  lighting  and  the  - 
disappearance  of  the  sculptural  black  set  once  they  take  the  stage. 

In  director  Bill  Glassco's  production  of  the  first  English  version  of  the  play  in  Toronto,  Clare 
Coulter's  Manon  held  me  spellbound,  but  Frank  Moore's  Sandra,  if  not  a  match  for  Coulter's 
Manon,  raised  the  most  interesting  questions. 

Sandra  is  less  a  Montreal  drag  queen  than  a  version  of  an  ancient  theatre  character  —  the 
Pierrot,  the  sad  clown.  Pathetically  dressed  in  crazy  gear  to  please  the  crowd,  made  up  in  a 
lurid  imitation  of  who  knows  what,  she  says,  "Never  do  anything  that  turns  them  off,  and  do 
anything  that  turns  them  on."  Moore's  Sandra  makes  clear  that  Trembiay's  interest  in  trans- 
vestites  is  primarily  an  aspect  of  his  interest  in  theatre  and  only  secondarily  an  aspect  of  his 
interest  in  gender. 

Perhaps  more  exactly,  we  see  that  Tremblay  is  less  concerned  with  gender  and  the  confusion 
of  gender  than  with  women.  His  transvestites  are  such  interesting  women.  They  show  more 
about  women  than  they  do  about  men,  even  gay  men.  Whether  what  they  show  is  true  or 
helpful  is  another  matter.  As  a  man,  Hosanna's  Cleopatra  is  nice,  a  relief,  but  a  bore.  Asa 
woman  she  could  do  any  comedy  from  Aristophanes  on. 

In  Damnte  Manon,  Sacr6e  Sandra,  the  symmetry  of  the  text,  the  classic  simplicity  of  the  pro- 
duction, and  Moore's  shrewd  mummery  bring  into  focus  this  side  of  Tremblay.  Perhaps  it  ex- 
plains why  Trembiay's  interest  in  drag  queens  seems  to  outlast  everyone  else's. 

David  MoleD 


Bullies,  sissies 
and  carbuncles 

Oliver  Button  is  a  Sissy,  by  Tomi  de  Paola. 
Harcourt,  Brace,  Jovanovich,  1979.  $3.15. 

The  Dulcimer  Boy,  by  Tor  Seidler,  illustrated 
by  David  Hockney.  Viking,  1979.  $10.95. 

A  seasoned  contributor  and  a  relative 
newcomer  added  two  works  of  fiction  to 
the  body  of  children's  literature  that  are 
of  interest  to  us.  DePaola  thumps  a  gay 
stereotype  and  provides  us  with  a  social 
lesson  while  Seidler  creates  a  dream 
world  where  intimacy  between  brothers 
is  the  saving  grace. 

Oliver  Button  does  not  want  to  play 
ball,  any  kind  of  ball.  Like  many  of  us 
he  isn't  good  at  it  but  what  he  is  good  at 
is  dancing.  Oliver's  wise  parents  encour- 
age his  interest  and  provide  lessons.  The 
other  boys  are  not  so  understanding  and 
they  label  Oliver  —  and  the  school  wall 
—  "sissy."  The  story  ends  happily  how- 


two  reasons.  First,  it  indicates  the  extent 
to  which  contemporary  social  conditions 
have  made  it  possible  for  homosexuals 
to  create  a  distinct  lifestyle  on  such  a 
large  scale  that  it  now  seems  reasonable 
to  study  them  as  a  social  category  in 
their  own  right.  And  secondly,  it  under- 
scores the  way  in  which  the  politics  of 
both  these  books,  in  a  self-aware  and 
self-fulfilling  way,  contribute  to  this 
shift  as  part  of  a  political  strategy  for 
constituting  gay  people  as  a  genuine  mi- 
nority that  can  legitimately  lay  claim  to 
civil  rights  protection.  This  is  perhaps 
the  most  import  thing  both  reports  have 
to  say  to  the  straight  world.  But  this  ap- 
proach is  not  without  its  political  liabilit- 
ies, for  it  is  precisely  this  socially  auton- 
omous category  of  the  homosexual 
which  undergirds  the  politically 
regressive  work  of  sociobiologists. 

Comparing  Kinsey  with  both  these 
studies  also  indicates  the  extent  to  which 
"kinky"  sex  has  become,  if  not  an  inte- 
gral, an  ubiquitous  feature  of  people's 
sexual  lives.  Although  Kinsey  did  inves- 
tigate "water  sports"  and  various  scato- 
logical forms  of  sexual  activity,  he  did 
not  report  on  these  sexual  variations. 
Moreover,  there  was  no  place  on  his  in- 
terview questionnaire  for  documenting 
contemporary  phenomena  like  "fist 
fucking."  If  anything,  both  The  Gay 
Report  —  particularly  in  terms  of  gay 
men  —  and  The  Spada  Report  reveal  a 
growing  disjunction  in  people's  lives  be- 
tween romantic  sex  and  sexual  activity 
seen  purely  as  entertainment. 
Unfortunately,  given  the  survey 
questionnaire  format  of  these  studies,  it 
is  impossible  to  go  beyond  these  "facts" 
to  see  just  how  the  social  organization  of 
people's  sexual  lives  has  changed  over 
the  past  thirty  years. 

As  I  have  already  suggested,  both  re- 
ports are  written  for  straight  rather  than 
for  gay  people  —  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  they  are  written  in  gay  people's 
"own  words."  Consequently,  apart 
from  gays  just  coming  out,  gay  men  — 
in  the  case  of  The  Gay  Report  —  interes- 
ted in  the  sexual  lives  of  gay  women  and 
vice-versa,  or  "straight"  gays  wanting 
to  find  out  more  about  the  "kinky"  ad- 
ventures of  "queer"  gays,  the  material 
in  both  volumes  is  of  little  more  than 
coffee-table-book  interest  for  gays 
themselves:  a  titillating  comparison  of 
one's  sexual  life  with  the  sexual  life  of 
the  people  who  answered  the  question- 
naires. 

George  Smith D 


ever  when  Oliver  enters  a  talent  contest, 
and  although  he  doesn't  win  he  does 
gain  new  respect  from  the  kids  at  school: 

sissy"  is  crossed  off  the  school  wall 
and  "star"  takes  its  place. 

DePaola  maintains  a  good  balance  be- 
tween the  simple  text  (suitable  for  begin- 
ning readers)  and  the  expressive  illustra- 
tions. Both  words  and  pictures  ride 
exciting  rhythms.  In  this  attractive  Httle 
book  Oliver  Button  offers  reassurance 
to  little  sissies  who  can  identify,  good 
advice  to  parents  and  teachers,  and  a 
small  sense  of  vindication  to  big  sissies 
who  remember  all  too  well  how  it  was  in 
the  schoolyard. 

Less  didactic  yet  brilliant  in  a  more 
subtle  and  compelling  way  is  Tor 
Seidler's  first  book  for  young  people. 
The  Dulcimer  Boy.  In  a  turn-of-the- 
century  New  England  setting,  orphaned 
brothers  William  and  Jules  are  taken  in 
as  charity  by  nasty  relatives  called  Car- 
buncle. As  they  grow  up  in  this  oppres- 
sive household  William  becomes  the 
assertive  one  while  Jules,  who  does  not 
speak,  becomes  more  and  more  remote. 
William  manages  to  reach  Jules  by  learn- 
ing to  play  the  silver-stringed  dulcimer 
which  was  the  boy's  only  legacy  from 
their  real  father.  After  a  crisis  in  the  Car- 
buncle household  William  runs  away 


"Almost  every  day,  the  boys  teased  Oliver. ' ' 
with  the  dulcimer  and  becomes  a  per- 
former in  an  inn  of  a  seaside  town.  His 
only  thought  is  to  be  reunited  with  his 
brother  who  he  believes  is  helpless  with- 
out him.  By  one  of  those  wonderful 
turns  of  fate  that  only  tales  of  this  qual- 
ity can  make  us  believe,  his  real  father 
finds  William  and  brings  the  brothers  to- 
gether again.  The  conclusion  is  a  touch- 
ing surprise  that  finds  the  once  mute 
Jules  with  a  new-found  independence. 
This  twist  adds  depth  to  the  special  rela- 
tionship between  the  boys  and  to  the  tale 
itself  a  sense  of  movement  and  maturity. 

Seidler's  is  a  very  special  book.  Imag- 
ination shines  throughout  and  the  lan- 
guage moves  with  a  fluid  power  of  its 
own.  The  most  special  property  of  the 
work  is  the  relationship  between  the 
boys.  There  is  an  intimacy  between 
William  and  Jules  that  provides  us  with 
an  ideal  of  loving.  We  are  allowed  to 
participate  in  this  ideal  through  the 
author's  working  of  the  boys'  relation- 
ship which  is  based  first  on  dependence 
and  yet  is  sustained  in  quality  when  this 
dependence  is  no  longer  central.  The 
Dulcimer  Boy  is  a  wonderful  tale  from 
an  important  new  author. 

Both  of  these  books  for  young  people 
make  alternative  ways  of  being  in  the 
world  legitimate  —  a  proper  service  of 
literature  for  any  age  group. 

Stephen  MacDonaIdD 
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Gay  male  identity  and  the  poets 


Walt  Whitman  and  his  waice 


The  Homosexual  Tradition  in  American  Poetry 

by  Robert  K  Martin.  University  of  Texas 
Press,  1979.  $14.95  cloth,  $7.95  paper. 
Of  the  recent  professional  books  on 
male  homosexuality  in  English-language 
literature,  Robert  Martin's  is  unique  in 
posing  the  most  basic  question  of  all: 
how  has  a  given  author,  in  his  writing, 
defined  his  gay  identity?  Other  books 
have  borrowed  analytical  notions  from  a 
particular  historical  context,  such  as 
mid-century  psychoanalysis,  for  applica- 
tion to  other  eras,  other  contexts.  Mar- 
tin knows  that  the  homosexual  identity 
is  historical,  developmental,  and  he  lis- 
tens carefully  to  each  of  his  writers  to 
hear  how  he  defined  it. 

Thus,  anyone  concerned  with  the  his- 
tory of  gay  identity  must  peruse,  and 
anyone  devoted  to  American  poetry 
must  penetrate.  The  Homosexual  Trad- 
ition in  American  Poetry.  It  significant- 
ly amplifies  our  sense  of  the  former,  and 
should  drastically  alter  our  sense  of  the 
latter.  Martin,  who  teaches  at  Concordia 
University,  has  written  an  extremely  im- 
portant, and  often  admirable,  study. 

He  begins  with  Whitman  because,  for 
both  American  poetry  and  gay  identity, 
Walt  Whitman  is  very  much  the  begin- 
ning, the  source  of  many  rivers.  "Prior 
to  Whitman  there  were  homosexual  acts 
but  no  homosexuals."  The  fiowering  of 
Whitman's  best  poetry,  in  the  1855 
Leaves  of  Grass,  coincided  with  his  most 
fervent  search  to  articulate  his  own  ho- 
moeroticism  and,  beyond  that  while  in- 
cluding it,  to  formulate  a  gay  identity. 
Martin  shows,  in  detail,  the  sexual  imag- 
ery of  the  dream  poems  and  Whitman's 
redefinition  of  the  phrenologists'  term 
"adhesiveness"  to  help  him  concentrate 
his  homoeroticism.  Whitman  defined  it 
in  egalitarian  and  democratic  terms,  for- 
seeing  a  day  when  "manly  friendship" 
would  be  seen  as  the  basis  of  all  Amer- 
ican interests. 

Martin's  method  is  ultimately  "inter- 
textual":  concerned  objectively  with 
"the  ways  in  which  texts  build  upon 
other  texts."  He  demonstrates 
Whitman's  use  of  classical  authors  — 
Plato,  Virgil,  Theocritus  —  and  he  cen- 
ters his  studies  of  Hart  Crane  and 
various  successors  around  their  uses  of 
Whitman  himself.  Following  upon  the 
most  thorough  discussion  yet  in  print  of 
Whitman's  "adhesiveness,"  he  turns  to 
1860  "Calamus"  poems  for  a  lengthy 
commentary,  almost  one  by  one. 

After  Whitman's  bold  beginning  he 
retreated,  and  Martin  does  not  follow 
his  retreat,  which  occurs,  to  my  mind, 
not  just  after  "Calamus"  but  only  after 
"Crossing  Brooklyn  Ferry"  with  the 
Civil  War  volume  Drum-Taps,  neither 
of  which  Martin  discusses.  Following  the 
war,  "Genteel  Tradition"  —  gentile  Vic- 
torian gentlemen  penning  verse  —  nour- 
ished; but  their  poetry  too,  Martin  ar- 
gues, moved  to  define  their  homosexual- 
ity. His  discussion  of  Fitz-grecne 
Halleck  and  Bayard  Taylor,  and  a  note 
on  George  Santayana,  neatly  outlines 
their  Platonic  trap:  the  elevation,  as  in 
The  Symposium,  of  male  homosexual 
over  heterosexual  love,  but  at  the 
expense  of  its  physicality. 

Hart  Crane  receives  Martin's  most 
consistently  intelligent  and  coherent 
commentary,  probably  because  Martin 
is  happiest  when  explicating  poems  and 
if  Whitman  wanted  lo  be  read,  Crane 
wanted  to  be  explicated.  More  than  any- 
one else  I  know,  Martin  appreciates 
Crane's  absorption  of  Whitman  and  the 
erotic  components  of  Crane's  lyrics. 


Crane  scholars  have,  like  Whitman 
scholars,  been  reticent  to  publish  the  gay 
truth  and  too  often  eager  to  falsify  it. 
Martin's  stern  review  of  the  Whitman 
industry's  homophobia  is  welcome;  wel- 
come and  useful  is  his  own  publication 
of  selections  from  the  letters  between 
Crane  and  his  gay  male  friend  Wilbur 
Underwood,  letters  the  Crane  industry 
has  concealed.  One  of  them  gainsays 
Crane's  often  argued  "conversion"  to 
heterosexuality  just  before  his  suicide. 

After  Crane,  Martin  considers  several 
contemporary  poets:  Ginsberg,  Gunn, 
Field,  Howard,  Merrill,  and  Alfred 
Corn,  rendering  convincing  distinctions 
and  unconvincing  judgements.  1  cannot 
yet  see  Corn,  who  has  published  two 
books,  as  "the  most  talented  of  the 
poets  of  his  generation,"  much  less 
Corn's  lines  as  having  "few  equals,  ex- 
cept in  Hopkins  and  in  the  Crane  of 
'Atlantis.'  "  Why  does  a  1970s  critic,  so 
apt  on  poems  from  the  1850s,  so  brilliant 
on  poems  of  the  1920s,  so  lose  his 
judgement  on  poems  of  the  1970s? 

Several  rereadings  of  this  book  have 
suggested  to  me  that  Martin  does  not  un- 
derstand his  own  age,  or  at  least  has  not 
adequately  defined  his  own  gay  identity. 
"It  remains  true  even  now,"  he  says, 
"that  many  homosexuals  live  lives  of  du- 
plicity .  .  .  because  of  the  need  to  earn  a 
livelihood."  Elsewhere,  he  writes  of  the 
present  day:  "being  homosexual  is  no 
longer  likely  to  make  one  lose  one's 
job."  Confusing?  No  more  so  than 
when  he  so  carefully  shows  that  Whit- 
man's sexuality  is  political,  yet  writes  of 
his  own  contemporaries  that  "gay  poets 
have  no  longer  felt  the  impetus  to  estab- 
lish a  connection  between  their  sexuality 
and  their  political  views."  If  their 
sexuality  is  now  not  political,  what  is  it? 
Medical?  Private? 

This  is  confused,  yes,  but  it  is  more. 


because  that  reference  to  gay  poets,  and 
others,  refers  only  to  a  select /ew  gay 
poets.  Selected,  then,  using  what  criteria? 
Because  they  are  "major  authors,"  he 
says  at  one  point;  because  of  "personal 
preference,  inherent  interest  and  inter- 
textuality"  at  another;  Robert  Duncan  is 
"perhaps  the  most  interesting"  of  recent 
gay  poets  because  of  "the  richness  of  his 
language  and  allusion;"  Alfred  Corn's 
first  book  was  highly  praised  by  the 
straight,  male,  Freudian,  Yale  critic 
Harold  Bloom,  which  fact  Martin  cites 
uncritically  as  if  an  endorsement. 

These  and  similar  hints  suggest  to  me 
that,  apart  from  his  writing  on  Whit- 
man, Martin's  judgements  are  determin- 
ed by  an  academic  critical  tradition 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  defining 
the  homosexual  identity,  but  which  is 
primarily  concerned  with  internally-de- 
fined poetic  meaning.  That  generates,  as 
I  have  said,  some  fine  readings  of  Crane; 
but  it  also  leads  to  a  premature  assess- 
ment of  Corn  because  his  poetry  has  the 
requisite  allusions  to  Whitman  or  to 
Crane,  and  not  because  Corn  is  develop- 
ing important  aspects  of  a  gay  identity. 
Intertextuality,  not  homosexuality. 

Martin  imitates  Bloom,  and  other 
male  academics,  in  his  drive  to  establish 
a  single  canon  of  supremes.  The  Homo- 
sexual Tradition,  eliminating  everyone 
else.  This  motive  —  to  please  the  Male 
Professor  Club  (MPC)  —  may  be  what 
leads  Martin  to  conceal,  in  effect,  the 
contexts  of  recent  gay  poetry  and  critic- 
ism. Gay  poets  and  the  editors  of,  say. 
Gay  Sunshine.  Fag  Rag,  Angels  of  the 
Lyre,  The  Male  Muse,  will  be  interested 
in  his  suppression  of  their  role  in  creat- 
ing a  poetic  world  where  the  James  Mer- 
rills and  Thom  Gunns  can,  finally,  stop 
changing  "he"  to  "she"  or  "you." 

Auden,  not  discussed  here,  once 
wrote  that  poetry  makes  nothing  happen 
—  untrue  for  Auden  and  especially  un- 
true to  Whitman.  Martin's  "intertext- 
uality" sadly  misses  the  fact  that  much 
of  what  has  happened  to  gay  people  in 
the  last  two  decades  can  trace  its  roots  to 


what  was  happening  in  Whitman's 
poems.  Instead,  it  concentrates  on  a 
coming  out  here  and  there,  in  Merrill's 
wonderful  verse,  for  instance,  that  was 
made  possible  by  the  gay  movement. 
Whitman's  importance  to  Merrill  and 
others,  I  am  saying,  is  far  greater  than 
textual  studies  can  account  for;  social 
history  alone  can  assess  this  and 
Martin's  method  gives  us  little  of  that. 

Finally,  Martin's  method  breaks  with 
Whitman  by  not  following  through  on 
Whitman's  versions  of  socialism  and  of 
feminism.  Occasional  paragraphs  offer 
potted  Marcuse  or  pay  homage  to  fem- 
inist ideas,  but  it  would  be  a  drastical- 
ly different  book  if  Martin  carried  these 
notions  beyond  tokenism.  Writing  for 
the  MPC  he  fails  to  ask  many  relevant, 
urgent  questions  about  a  poet's  notions 
of  women's  identity.  His  title  silently  ex- 
cludes lesbians  from  homosexuality,  and 
one  footnote  rationalizes  this  condes- 
cendingly. No  study  of  "manly  friend- 
ship" and  "comradeship"  in  our  day 
and  age  should  omit  the  way  these  link 
to  the  concerns  of  feminism,  and  how 
omitting  that  link  was  typical  of  the 
proto-fascists  of  DerEigene,  and  their 
less  elegant  successors,  who  adored  an 
antifeminist  version  of  Whitman's 
"manly  love." 

For  Whitman,  questions  of  gay  iden- 
tity and  those  of  women's  identity  are 
closely  hnked.  But  then  Whitman,  in 
"Calamus",  granted  the  futility  of  try- 
ing to  teach  straights  his  lesson:  "If  he 
be  not  silently  selected  by  lovers,  and  do 
not  silently  select  lovers,  /  Of  what  use  is 
it  that  he  seek  to  become  eldve  of  mine?" 
Martin  doesn't  comment  on  this  aspect 
of  "Calamus".  I  should  hope  that  gay 
criticism  will  soon  develop  an  adequate 
non-objective  language  in  which  we  can 
speak  with  each  other  without  grafting 
straight  values  onto  ourselves,  without 
falsifying  our  contexts. 

Michael  Lynch D 

The  Homosexual  Tradition  can  be  ordered 
directly  from  the  University  of  Texas  Press, 
POBox  7819.  Austin.  TX  78712.  USA. 


Walt  Whitman  (below)  at  27;  Fitz-greene  Halleck  (top  left);  Hart  Crane  at  30. 
Robert  Martin:  "Prior  to  Whitman  there  were  homosexual  acts  but  no  homosexuals. ' 
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History  as  tedium 

Race  d'Ep:  The  Homosexual  Century,  direct- 
ed by  Guy  Hocquenghem  and  Lionel  Soukaz. 
1979. 

A  confused,  technically  abysmal  film, 
with  a  few  clever  ironies  and  a  lot  of  self- 
indulgence  on  the  part  of  the  director: 
that  is  the  film  which  has  been  a  cause 
cilebre  among  anti-censorship  forces  in 
France,  and  which  a  few  hundred  people 
had  a  chance  to  see  in  Boston  on  Decem- 
ber 14. 

Hocquenghem  has  laboriously 
dubbed  'lis  film  into  English,  exaggerat- 
ing accents  to  the  point  of  unintelligibil- 
ity,  and  is  promoting  his  film  outside  of 
France,  where  it  was  first  rated  X  (and 
hence  excluded  from  all  but  porno 
theatres)  and,  after  a  media  battle,  sub- 
ject to  some  fairly  drastic  cuts.  Hoc- 
quenghem was  present  at  the  two  show- 
ings of  the  film  at  Boston  University. 

The  film  is  divided  into  four  separate 
segments.  The  first  is  a  beautifully  shot 
account  of  the  proclivities  of  Baron  von 
Gloeden,  a  turn-of-the-century  rich  and 
cultured  pederast  who  spent  a  lot  of  time 
and  money  photographing  the  classic 
beauty  of  SiciUan  boys.  The  narration  is 
rather  obnoxious:  it  is  supposedly  done 
by  the  favourite  among  the  boys,  in  a 
tone  of  voice  usually  found  in  Italian 
meatball  commercials.  But  the  piece  is 
light-hearted  and  full  of  irony;  the  many 
nude  scenes  (including  one  highly  pas- 
toral shot  of  two  boys  making  it  in  the 
sunshine  against  a  fence)  are  both  bucol- 
ic and  funny,  not  in  the  least 
pornographic. 

The  second  segment  is  partly  a  docu- 
mentary on  the  early  homosexual  move- 
ment in  Germany,  focussing  mainly  on 
the  Hirschfeld  Institute,  and  partly  a  re- 
enactment  of  the  story  of  a  lesbian  who 
allegedly  worked  at  the  Institute  and  sur- 
vived the  concentration  camps.  It  is 
unclear  whether  this  woman  is  a  real  per- 
son or  not;  so  although  the  segment 
leaves  the  audience  breathless  in  its  vivid 
portrayal  of  the  Nazi  variety  of  homo- 
phobia, its  value  as  "true  account"  is 


tip- 
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Guy  Hocquenghem  (right,  bottom  row)  takes 
a  role  in  his  own  film,  Race  d'Ep.  The  title  is 
an  anti-gay  street  insult,  an  anagram  for 
p6d6faste 


dubious.  The  quality  of  the  soundtrack 
and  of  the  photography  are  very  uneven. 

Leaving  all  attempts  at  history 
behind,  the  film  continues  with  a  fast- 
moving  collage  of  images  portraying  one 
boy's  experience  of  cruising  his  way 
through  Europe  in  the  Sixties  —  lots  of 
denim,  dope,  rock  and  roll,  and  few 
words. 

The  film  ends  with  a  tedious  account 
of  a  Platonic  one-night  stand  involving 


an  American  businessman  with  wife  and 
kiddies  back  in  lUinois,  and  a  Parisian 
gay  man  (Hocquenghem  himselO-  There 
are  lots  of  narcissistic  shots  of  Hocquen- 
ghem being  alternatively  cute  and  tough, 
and  lots  of  empty  chatter  about  the 
chasm  separating  queer  from  industrious 
ciitizen.  The  American  man  is  portrayed 
in  such  a  light  that  the  audience  booed 
him  and  yelled  to  Hocquenghem,  as  the 
two  were  seen  walking  by  the  Seine  at 
dawn:  "Push  him  in,  push  him  in!" 

This  last  segment  is  supposed  to  depict 
the  Seventies  —  no  gay  movement,  no 
feminism,  just  a  blond  straight  and  a 
dark  queer  strolling  through  Paris  parks 
musing  upon  the  two  natures  of  male- 
nes^,  straight  and  gay. 

So  much  for  100  years  of  homosexual- 
ity. The  Ontario  Board  of  Censors  will 
no  doubt  lick  its  chops  as  it  hacks  away 
at  the  nude  scenes  in  the  first  segment  — 
irony  is  hardly  a  category  of  censorship 
—  so  Toronto  audiences  will  most  likely 
never  get  to  see  the  film.  And  if  it  comes 
here  minus  its  first  section,  it's  probably 
not  worth  the  price  of  admission. 

Mariana  Valverde  and  Lorna  WeirD 


Varieties  of  rape 

Mourir  A  Tue-Tete,  directed  by  Anne-Claire 
Poirier,  National  Film  Board  Production. 

Anne-Claire  Poirir's  Mourir  d  Tue-Tete 
(translated  as  Primal  Scream)  is  a  very 
powerful  film  which  has  shaken  many 
women  in  Montreal.  Centring  on  the 
topic  of  rape,  the  film  explores  the  real- 
ity of  women  living  under  the  power  of 
men,  and  the  physical,  legal  and  cultural 
violence  that  women  suffer  in  their  ev- 
eryday lives. 

So  that  there  will  be  no  doubt    about 
what  rape  is,  the  film  opens  with  the 
rape  of  Suzanne  (the  main  character  in 
the  film  very  well  played  by  Julie  Vin- 
cent). The  film  also  deals  with  the  after- 
math of  rape,  rape  during  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  clitoridectomy  in  Africa,  and 
the  more  subtle  rapes  that  the  law  does 
not  deal  with.  The  aftermath  in 
Suzanne's  case  is  suicide. 

Poirier's  view  of  rape  is  very  clear: 
"...  it  is  but  a  political  crime  of  dom- 
ination, disguised  as  a  sexual  crime," 
she  says.  Yet  she  does  not  think  that  it  is 
something  which  happens  only  in  a  very 
violent  situation  (such  as  Suzanne's  rape 
in  the  back  of  a  truck,  tied  and  gagged). 
Poirier  has  said  that  "  .  .  .  everytime 
that  a  power  relation  is  broken  and 
someone  takes  advantage  of  authority,  it 
is  a  type  of  rape.  There  is  rape  when  a 
woman  is  put  in  a  situation  where  she 
has  no  choice,  where  she  is  not  free  to 
say  no." 

In  the  film  women  who  represent  dif- 
ferent groups  of  raped  women  speak  a- 
bout  themselves  and  about  the  irony  of 
men's  laws:  they  rape,  they  make  the 
laws.  There  are  women  raped  by  their 
husbands,  therapists,  bosses,  lovers, 
fathers  —  yet  these  aggressions  go  un- 
heard of. 

After  she  is  raped  in  the  film,  Suzanne 
has  to  deal  with  three  men:  the  doctor, 
the  policeman,  and  Phillippe,  the  man 
she  lives  with.  Being  questioned  and  ex- 
amined by  the  doctor  and  the  policeman 
is  like  being  raped  again.  "How  were 
you  dressed?  How  come  you  were  out  a- 
lone?"  The  whole  process  continues  to 
rape  her.  She  has  difficulty  "readapting 


to  normal  Ufe."  She  is  as  if  dead,  as 
though  the  rape  had  killed  something  in 
her.  Phillippe  tries  to  get  her  to  go  back 
to  work,  to  go  out,  and  eventually  to 
make  love  with  him.  She  does  not  want 
to,  although  he  insists,  and  he  eventual- 
ly gives  up  and  leaves  her.  After  Phil- 
lippe's  attempt  to  make  love  to  her,  Suz- 
anne goes  through  the  same  routine  as 
she  did  after  the  rape:  vomiting,  washing 
her  face,  and  screaming  as  she  sees  her- 
self in  the  mirror.  This  part  of  the  film  is 
perhaps  the  most  frightening,  because  it 
is  here  that  we  realize  the  gap  between 


men  and  women:  the  gap  between 
Suzanne  and  her  "liberated  lover," 
Phillippe. 

The  state  of  perpetual  rape  women 
live  in  is  clear  in  Poirier's  film.  The 
shame  and  the  fear  that  we  have  known 
around  rape  keep  violating  our  space. 
The  film  ends  with  many  quick  shots  of 
places  in  Montreal  where  women  are  of- 
ten raped,  with  the  sound  of  whistles  be- 
ing blown.  "Every  person  who  is  born 
with  a  vagina,  should  also  be  bom  with  a 
whistle  around  her  neck." 

Clara  Valverde  D 


Yes,  British  composer  Benjamin  Britten  was  this  young,  once,  as  was  Peter  Pears  his  "friend,' 
in  the  terms  of  Donald  Mitchell  and  Davis  Evans.  They  are  the  compilers  of  Benjamin  Britten: 
Pictures  from  a  Life  1913-1976.  Faber  (Oxford)  $52.50.  Other  than  being  a  bit  reticent  about 
"ttiat",  the  book  is  fascmatmg,  if  a  bit  conservative  in  design,  too 
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'The  Spring  of  the  Barricades'  eleven  years  later 


Gay  militancy, 


Masques:  Revue  des  homosexualitis,  no  1 , 

May  1979. 

In  the  heat  of  the  mass  student  uprising 
and  workers'  general  strike  that  brought 
France  to  the  brink  of  revolution  in 
1968,  a  GauUist  government  minister  re- 
vealed more  about  his  darkest  desires 
than  he  probably  intended  by  denounc- 
ing student  leader  Daniel  Cohn-Bendit 
as  a  "German  Jew."  But  the  response, 
spontaneous  and  immediate  from  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  in  the  streets  —  "We 
are  all  German  Jews! "  —  revealed  even 
more  about  the  extraordinary  sources  of 
energy  behind  the  May  events  them- 
selves. 

It  was  in  this  profound  atmosphere  of 
solidarity,  even  complicity,  that  virtually 
all  the  members  of  the  Masques  collec- 
tive drew  their  first  breaths  on  the  stage 
of  "public  politics."  As  they  explain  it, 
theirs  were  individual,  but  commonly  ir- 
resistible attractions  to  Paris'  "Spring  of 
the  Barricades."  In  the  glow  of  May 
1968,  human  liberation  appeared  neces- 
sarily linked  to  the  abolition  of  the  mu- 
tually exclusive  spheres  of  "pubhc  and 
private,"  "citizen  and  individual"  so  in- 
scribed in  bourgeois  ideology  since  the 
first  great  French  Revolution.  For 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  experienced 
this  division  as  the  relegation  of  their  op- 
pression to  an  underworld  status  or  to 
the  realm  of  pathology  (both  motifs,  in- 
cidentally, abound  in  evocations  of 
homosexuality  in  French  literature). 
May  1968  seemed  to  offer  a  brief  mo- 
ment in  which  homosexual  "difference" 
evaporated,  insofar  as  the  aspirations  of 
the  outlaw  coincided  with  those  of  the 
majority  of  the  oppressed  —  the 
working  class  as  a  whole  —  in  authori- 
tarian, GauUist  France.  This  "fusion" 
was  nothing  if  not  erotic  in  its  affirming 
energies,  and  produced  its  specifically 
homoerotic  fulfillments  as  well: 

To  be  right  at  the  centre  of  things,  in  the  full 
heat  of  battle,  discovering  Trotsky  and  Lenin 
mixed  in  with  Che  all  for  the  first  time;  what 
we  wanted  was  a  Utopian  extravagance  that 
completely  took  hold  of  me  and  occasional- 
ly even  led  me  to  forget  my  difference  .  .  . 

—  Masques  collective  member  Suzette  Triton 
I  have  never  lived  my  homosexuality  so  com- 
pletely as  during  the  great  epics  of  (the 
French  General  strike  of)  1936  and  1968. 

—  Daniel  Guirin,  interviewed  in  Masques 
In  the  decade  that  separates  May  1968 
from  us,  those  in  the  Masques  collective 
were  very  much  a  part  of  the  new  vital- 
ity that  rushed  through  the  French  left. 
Most  joined  the  Trotskyist  Ligue 
Communiste  Revolutionnaire.  There, 
they  devoted  their  lives  to  what  they  call 
a  "militantisme  pohtique"  —  a  militant 
political  activism  —  that  saw  this  most 
compelling  of  France's  far-left  organi- 
zations evoke  a  vivid  image  of  socialism 
that  rejected  both  the  caricatures  of 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  timid  and  often 
dogmatic  offerings  of  France's 
traditional  left-wing  parties.  The  LCR 
was  also,  as  Masques  puts  it,  "the  group 
with  the  most  correct,  or  least  incorrect 
positions  on  gay  hberation." 

But  ten  years  later,  many  of  those  in 
the  Masques  collective  are  no  longer  in 
the  LCR,  while  even  those  who  remain 
arc  deeply  dissatisfied  with  the  ligue's 
failure  to  integrate  the  specific  oppres- 
sion of  lesbians  and  gay  men  into  its 
overall  project.  Although  individually 
they  differ  as  to  whether  Leninism  must 
be  "re-examined,"  "revised,"  or  called 


front 


into  question  altogether,  they  agree  that 
the  Ligue's  basic  difficulties  go  beyond 
the  lack  of  a  few  planks  in  a  party  pro- 
gramme. Thus  Masques  introduces  the 
difference  between  a  "militance  gai" 
and  the  traditional  militant  political 
activity  of  the  left:  "Gay  militancy 
changes  our  lives  as  of  today:  We  will  no 
longer  stay  in  the  shadows,  while  at  the 
same  time  we  have  no  illusions  about  the 
possibility  of  really  profound  changes 
without  a  generalized  social  upheaval." 
This  first  issue  oi  Masques,  a  quarter- 
ly, is  particularly  exciting  because  of  the 
sheer  range  of  experiences,  ideas,  and  re- 
flections that  have  found  their  way  be- 
tween its  covers.  Beyond  the  collective, 
contributors  include  Kate  Millet  (on 
Iran),  Daniel  Guerin,  and  David  Thor- 
stad.  A  large  culture  section  includes  in- 
terviews with  the  Mariposa  Film  Group, 
Guy  Hocquenghem  and  L  Soukaz  on 
their  new  film  Race  d'Ep,  (reviewed  else- 
where in  this  issue  of  TBP  —  Ed.),  many 
book  reviews,  as  well  as  longer  explor- 
ations of  the  lives  and  works  of  writers 
including  Constantin  Cavafy  and 
Marguerite  Duras.  New  poetry  also  ap- 
pears. 

But  perhaps  the  key  to  Masques  lies  in 
its  self-characterization  as  a  "journal  of 
homosexuali//e5"  with  the  emphasis  on 
the  plural:  by  the  group's  mixed  nature, 
by  an  insistence  on  lesbian  concerns,  by 
the  diversity  of  sexual  choices  and  exper- 
iences which  it  discusses.  Wary  of  any 
code  of  counter-norms  among  gays 
themselves,  Masques  speaks  out  against 
a  tendency  among  gays  to  develop  "nor- 
malizing mechanisms"  such  as  the 
"good  miUtant"  or  the  "revolutionary 
lifestyle,"  that  replicate  the  essential  re- 
lations of  power  and  privilege  that  mar- 
ginalize gays.  It  entertains  issues  such  as 
pedophilia  and  transvestism. 

Masques  sees  itself  as  both  a  site  for 
the  exchange  of  views  and  as  a  tool  for 
building  an  active  movement  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  France.  Most  telling 
about  the  collective's  approach  is  that 
there  are  no  less  than  three  introductions 
to  the  first  issue,  each  employing  a  dis- 
tinct discourse.  One  is  anecdotal,  and 
through  it  the  North  American  reader 
will  learn  much  about  the  daily  oppres- 
sion faced  by  gays  in  France.  A  second 
discourse  moves  beyond  anecdote  to 
personal  and  collective  reflection.  The 
third  discourse  consists  of  political  and 
programmatic  proposals  which 
successfully  avoid  abstraction.  Masques 
sees  gays  coming  together  to  fight  for 
fundamental  democratic  rights,  a  pro- 
gramme that  encourages  us  to  come  out, 
organize,  and  attain  the  necessary  cohes- 
ion and  numerical  strength  to  challenge 
and  win  the  support  of  other  forces 
struggling  for  social  change. 

But  the  fight  for  democratic  rights 
does  not  aim  at  "institutionalizing"  ho- 
mosexuality or  winning  a  space  for  "tol- 
erance": for  Masques  it  is  also  an  indis- 
pensable opportunity  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  openly  to  confront  the  specific 
ways  in  which  they  experience  their  op- 
pression, from  overt  violence  and  job 
discrimination  to  the  more  subtle 
violence  of  patriarchal  behaviour  and 
homophobia  itself.  Potentially,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  arc  thus  able  to  call  into 
question  the  entire  morality  and  social 
organization  upon  which  capitalism 
relies  to  keep  its  mechanisms  inuct. 


Conservative  union.  Socialist  and 
Communist  Party  leaderships  whose 
■promise"  is  often  hmited  to  claiming 
that  they  are  better  able  to  run  a  de- 
caying capitalist  system  and  revitalize 
those  values  now  in  crisis  due  to  the 
bourgeoisie's  mere  "hypocrisy"  and 

incompetence,"  will  also  feel  the  anti- 
bureaucratic,  revolutionary  sting  of  gay 
demands  in  the  labour  movement. 

The  special  section  of  "Lesbians  and 
the  Women's  Movement"  will  undoubt- 
edly interest  readers  on  this  continent. 
"To  the  extent  that  we  aren't  attached 
to  the  male  world  in  our  love  lives,"  say 
the  women  members  of  the  collective, 
"we  are  further  confronted  by  it  in  that 
our  very  existence  is  denied.  To  win  our 
place  as  autonomous  beings  is,  for  us,  a 
permanent  battle."  The  women  identify 
a  "malaise"  at  the  heart  of  the  women's 
movement  between  women  who  have 
"discovered  the  joys  of  loving  another 
woman"  through  their  development  of  a 
feminist  consciousness,  and  those  who 
have  always  led  a  "double  life"  through 
childhood  and  adolescence.  But  contrib- 
utors agree  that  lesbians  need  to  partici- 
pate through  their  own  collectives  as  a 
distinct  group  in  the  women's 
movement,  "not  because  we  are  special, 
but  because  we're  different,  because  we 
feel  we  are  'other,'  that's  all." 

The  first  issue  of  Masques  is  present- 
ed as  the  beginning  of  an  entirely  new 
period  of  "gay  militancy"  for  the  collec- 


tive, and  so  it  is  largely  devoted  to  ex- 
plaining how  its  members  arrived  at  this 
new  point  of  departure.  The  majority  of 
the  articles  that  may  be  properly  termed 
analytical  have  that  "summing  up" 
character  about  them,  and  practically 
beg  for  broader  and  fuller  discussions. 
That  Masques  has  already  decided  to  in- 
tegrate itself  into  an  international  frame- 
work within  which  these  discussions  can 
happen  is  good  news  indeed. 

Steven  LamantiaD 
The  third  issue  of  Masques  appeared  last 
month.  Subscriptions  may  be  had  by 
writing  the  following  address:  Masques, 
Librairie  Anima,  3,  rue  Ravignan,  75018 
Paris,  France. 


From  the  barricades  in  1968  through  the  Trotskyist  Ligue,  to  Masques. 
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•San  Francisco  poet  Thom  Gunn  of- 
fered his  unpublished  new  poem  "Bally 
Power  Play."  Toronto  printer  David 
Brooks  issued  it  in  a  limited  edition  of 
ninety,  all  on  Canadian  paper.  And  thus 
that  staple  of  fine  printing,  the  collec- 
tor's edition  broadside,  became  a  fund- 
raiser for  The  Body  Politic  Free  the 
Press  Fund. 

Co-ordinator  Douglas  Chambers 
called  it  a  "relatively  painless"  way  to 
raise  funds,  though  getting  the  project 
underway  and  the  product  into  the 
hands  of  collectors  took  something  over 
a  year.  Painless  or  not,  last  month  he 
presented  the  Fund  with  a  cheque  for 
$1000.  with  $500  more  still  to  come. 

•Talonbooks  (201/1019  East  Cordova, 
Vancouver,  BC,  V6A  1M8)  has  recently 
issued  separate  book  catalogues  on  the 
following  themes:  Gay  Themes  and 
Issues.  Theatre  for  the  Young,  Women 
Writers,  Native  People  and  Issues,  and 
Roles  for  Women.  The  catalogues  arc  as 
attractive  and  intelligent  as  wc  have 
come  to  expect  from  the  press'  titles 
themselves. 


Attitude  by  Tom  Tierney.  St  Martin's  (Nelson 
in  Canada),  1979.  $7.75. 
Attitude,  Tom  Tierney  tells  us,  is  the 
ability  to  communicate  one's  personal 
ethos  by  means  of  one's  appearance, 
one's  dress,  one's  —  attitude.  And  if 
you  have  to  have  that  explained  to  you 
then  you  haven't  got  it.  Don't  worry,  as 
far  as  I  can  see  you  don't  want  it  either. 
Having  offered  a  definition,  this  book 
goes  on  to  spoof  the  whole  phenomenon 
by  means  of  paper  dolls.  The  result  is 
vile,  and  smacks  of  sabotage  from 
within.  —  JRTandMLO 


Our  contributors 

Rosemary  Barnes  is  a  research  psychologist  at 
Toronto  General  Hospital    Steven  Lamentla  has 

been  involved  with  the  Trotskyist  movement  m 
Canada  lor  almost  ten  years    Michael  Lynch  is  a 
member  of  the  Male  Professor  Club,  and  chairs  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Discussion  Group  m  the  Modern 
Language  Association    Stephen  MacOonaM  is  a 
librarian  with  an  interest  in  Kids  and  good  books 
Davtd  Mole  is  a  student  ol  economic  history  at  the 
University  ol  Toronto    George  Smith  is  a  student 
ol  sociology  at  OISE    Clara  Valverde  is  visiting 
her  parents  in  Spam     Mariana  Vitverde  wishes 
her  students  were  more  animated     Loma  Wair  is 
still  working  on  her  thesis  m  the  basement  ol  the 
Robads  Library    Ian  Toung  is  a  poet  and  frequent 
contributor  to  TBP 
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Writers 
in  Dialogue 

MARGARET  ATWOOD 
MARGE  PERCY 

Saturday.  March  1st,  7:30pm 

OISE  Auditorium 

250  Bloor  St.  West       $5.00 

TICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT 
TORONTO  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE     922-8744 


That's  all  it  would  cost  you  to 
put  your  message  In  a  space  like 
this  one  in  The  Body  Politic 

for  a  single  run  —  and  multiple 
insertions  are  even  cheaper. 

Want  to  find  out  more?  Call  Alex 
Wilson,  our  advertising  manager, 
at  863-6320,  or  drop  a  line  to  us 
at  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W 1X9. 


bruce 

professional 

electrolysis 


PERMANENT  HAIR 
REMOVAL  •WAXING 

Still  plucking??  Stop. 
Look  your  best  all  the  time. 
Remove: 

D  Stray  beard  hairs  on  upper  cheeks 

DTrcxiblesome  ingrown  necl<  hairs 

D  Heavy  shoulder  and  back  hair 

D  Tufts  of  hair  on  ears,  moles 

Thin: 

D  Bushy  eyebrows 

DToo  heavy  beards 

Shape: 

D  Eyebrows  and  hairlines 

3  Medically  approved  methods 


"All  electrolysis  Is  permanent, 
but  It's  not  all  the  same.  Training 
and  technique  are  the  reasons  for 
this  vast  distinction.  Be  as  partic- 
ular In  your  choice  of  an  electrolo- 
gist  as  you  are  with  your  doctor  or 
lawyer  Call  me  for  a  free  and  con- 
fidential consultation.  We'll 
choose  the  correct  method  for  you 
and  I'll  show  you  that  freedom 
from  unwanted  body  hair  does  not 
have  to  be  unpleasant  or 
expensive."  Bruce 


27  carlton  St.,  suite  407 
toronto*  (416)  977-1868 
out  of  town,  call  collect 


® 
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by  Michael  Lynch 


The  logic  of  the  extras 


The  glossy  gay  male  magazines  After 
Dark  and  Blueboy  have  come  out:  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Friedkin  flick  Cruising.  This 
month,  Mandate  follows  them,  with 
interviews  of  six  of  the  extras  who  ap- 
proved of  the  films  being  made  with  gay 
help.  Mandate  glamorizes  each  of  the  six 
with  photos  by  Roy  Blakey. 

Running  through  all  the  interviews  is, 
as  editor-in-chief  John  Revere  phrases 
it,  the  argument  that  the  movie  will 
counter  the  "established  straight  stereo- 
types of  gays"  with  "unexpected  images 
of  gay  men  as  super-macho  men 
certainly  capable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, not  limp-wristed  Franklin  Pang- 
borns." 

Devere  and  the  extras  argue  that 
Friedkin  is  not  manipulating  them. 
Rather,  they  are  manipulating  him  into 
propagandizing  for  gay  masculinism. 
Steven  Dasaro:  "Macho  straight  men 
have  a  long  way  to  go  to  be  as  much  of  a 
man  as  lam." 


"The  Men  of  Cruising"  offers 
articulate  testimony  for  a  view  of  gay  li- 
beration that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
questioning,  much  less  challenging,  gen- 
der roles.  "The  whole  gay  movement," 
says  Dasaro,  "is  about  freedom  of  ex- 
pression." 

Articulate  opponents  of  the  film  need 
to  hear  these  arguments.  If  gay  progress 
indeed  means  freedom  of  expression 
above  all  else,  the  logic  of  the  extras  is 
probably  inescapable. 
• 

The  storm  over  Cruising  obscured  the 
simultaneous  New  York  shooting  of 
Windows,  a  film  by  Gordon  Willis. 
According  to  Lawrence  O'Toole  in  the 
January  21  Maclean's,  "It  would  seem 
that  IVindows  is  alerting  us  all  to  a  great 
lesbian  conspiracy  that's  going  the 
rounds;  men  do  not  rape  women;  les- 
bians pay  men  to  rape  women;  that's 
because  there  will  be  more  lesbians." 
O'Toole  praises  Willis's 
cinematography,  but  concludes  that 
"his  work  masks  just  another  ugly 
face." 

• 

"What  makes  homosexuals  tend  to 
sympathize  with  revolutionary  causes?" 
asked  Malcolm  Muggeridge  in  the  Dec- 
ember 3  Time  "essay"  on  the  Anthony 
Blunt  "affair." 

Seems  they  have  a  gift  for  acting, 
which  makes  them  good  spies.  They  also 
bear  a  grudge  resulting  from  "their  in- 
evitable exclusion  from  the  satisfaction 
of  parenthood." 

Mackenzie  Porter,  the  Toronto  Sun's 
resident  sage,  explained  with  more  pa- 


tience if  less  coherence  that  homos  feel 
persecuted,  and  people  who  feel  perse- 
cuted flock  to  revolutionary  movements, 
and  these  snowball  "into  organizations 
dominated  by  homosexuals." 

Neither  wise  man  considered  the  basic 
question  coming  out  of  the  Blunt  revela- 
tions: why  should  any  homosexual  have 
any  loyalty  to  any  national  government? 


mon-i-tor  (m6n'e-ter)  n.  One  that 
cautioiis,  admonishes  or  reminds. 
Any  device  used  to  record  or  con- 
trol a  process,  (tr.  v.)  To  check,  to 
test,  to  keep  track  of,  to  scrutniize, 
to  keep  watch  over,  to  direct.  (La- 
tin, one  who  warns,  from  monere^ 
to  warn.) 


The  December  28  New  Canadian  in- 
cluded a  substantial  article  based  on  in- 
terviews with  middle-class  Japanese 
North  American  lesbians;  "Nisei, 
Sansei,  and  Yonsei  lesbians  reach  out 
for  understanding  and  acceptance." 

But  look  again:  all  four  live  in  Cali- 
fornia, as  does  writer  Judy  Tachibana. 
All  are  Japanese  Americans.  If  you'd 
like  to  get  the  Japanese-Cana<//an 
lesbian /gay  experience  across  to 
Canadian  media,  look  for  the  relevant 
ad  on  page  12  of  this  issue  of  TBP. 
• 

CBC  associate  producer  Rose  Kastner 
is  seeking  lesbian  and  gay  participants 
for  a  documentary  film,  now  scheduled 
for  June  1980  broadcast.  Kastner  hopes 
to  interview  hundreds  of  gay  women  and 
men  by  phone. 

She  has  told  TBP  that  she  guarantees 
the  anonymity  of  anyone  interested  in 
being  interviewed,  and  the  right  of  edi- 
torial control  to  those  chosen  for  the 
film.  What  does  "editorial  control" 
mean?  I  suggest  that  participants  insist 
on  seeing  a  final  edited  version  of  their 
interviews,  along  with  editorial  intro- 
ductions and  final  comments,  before 
granting  CBC  broadcast  rights. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  in  Canada,  by  the  by,  still  urges  a 
boycott  on  advertising  with  and  from 
the  CBC,  which  still  prohibits  some  gay 
public  service  announcements. 

If  you  want  to  talk  about  being  inter- 
viewed, phone  Kastner  collect  at  (416) 
925-3311  (local  2251)  or  (416)  656-9299. 

Remember:  you're  doing  the  CBC  a 
favour,  so  insist  on  editorial  control. 
• 

SOS/FAG  in  Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia; 
DYKE  DAYCARE  in  Michigan;  how  to 
TELL  WHEN  BLOWN  in  New  York.  What 
do  they  have  in  common?  All  are  public 
signs,  and  all  are  pictured  in  the 
December  issue  of  National  Lampoon. 

Exactly  what  the  Lampoon  wanted  to 
ehcit  is  unclear.  But  which  of  us  could 
see  a  sign  reading  pansy  kidd  junior 
HIGH  SCHOOL  (Oklahoma)  without  twin- 
ging, or  without  glowing  see  a  London 
England  ad  for  frozen  foods  that  reads 

FAGGOTS?  WHAT  A  SAUCY  IDEA! 

• 

Finally,  a  new  women's  radio  show, 
"Tell  It  Like  It  Is,"  gets  underway  in  the 
Kitchener-Guelph  area  on  January  31 . 
Tune  in  to  CFRU,  93.3  FM,  every  other 
Thursday  from  7 — 8  pm. 
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Hirschfeld  distorted;  Hirschfeld  ignored 


I  recently  sat  through  a  showing,  in  New 
York,  of  French  gay  theorist  Guy 
Hocquenghem's  film  The  Homosexual 
Century,  which  deals  with  —  and  dis- 
torts —  the  pioneer  photographer 
Baron  von  Gloeden,  the  Hirschfeld 
Institute  in  pre-Hitler  Berlin,  and  gay 
life  in  the  sixties  and  today.  Aesthetically 
and  politically  the  film  is  an  embarrass- 
ing disaster,  and  its  confused  and  self- 
denigrating  view  of  gay  people  can  only 
temper  one's  concern  at  the  attempts  at 
suppression  it  has  encountered  in 
France. 

Among  the  many  fatuities  of  the  film 
is  the  opinion  —  which  Hocquenghem 
shares,  it  seems,  with  a  number  of  other 
European  would-be  intellectuals  like 
fellow  film-maker  Rosa  von  Praunheim 
—  that  John  Rechy  should  be  taken 
uncritically  at  his  own  valuation  as  a 
wildly  liberated  "sexual  outlaw"  and 
advanced  thinker.  His  characters'  anony- 
mous mercenary  prowlings  are  seen  as  a 
prototype  of  erotic  life  in  the  future 
Utopia. 

Justin  Raimondo,  author  of  In  Praise 
of  Outlaws:  Rebuilding  Gay  Liberation 
($1,  Students  for  a  Libertarian  Society, 
1620  Montgomery  St,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 11  USA)  seems  to  share  this 
European  view  of  Rechy.  Raimondo  is 
strong  in  attacking  statism  and  the  liber- 
al "human  rights"  approach  for  the  gay 
movement.  His  rhetoric  is  mihtant  but 
ultimately  hollow  as  no  alternate 
strategy  is  suggested.  Glances  are  cast  in 
the  direction  of  the  burning  police  cars 
and  of  Mr  Rechy's  "unique  vitality"  but 
that  is  all. 

Four  other  booklets  on  hand  are 
issued  by  various  Marxist  factions. 
Breaking  the  Chains:  The  Struggle  for 
Gay  Liberation  and  Socialism  by  Susan 
Tyburn  ($  1 . 50)  is  an  "  International 
Socialist  Pamphlet"  from  Workers' 
Action  Books,  PO  Box  339,  Stn  E, 
Toronto,  ON.  It  sets  out  a  history  of  the 
recent  gay  movement  and,  like 
Raimondo's  booklet,  criticises  the 
inadequacy  of  the  reformist  approach. 
Its  criticism  of  gay  "separatism"  is 
sketchier  and  more  dubious. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Stonewall  is  a  collec- 
tion of  articles  and  news  items  from  the 
newspaper  of  the  Workers  World  Party 
and  Youth  Against  War  and  Fascism. 
The  writers  feel  obligated  as  "sociaUsts" 
to  advance  weak  apologetics  for  anti-gay 
communist  regimes  such  as  the  one  in 
East  Germany.  The  least  thoughtful  of 
the  Five  booklets,  it  is  $2  from  World 
View  Publishers,  46  W  21  St,  New  York, 
NY  10010. 

John  F.  Burnett's  The  Meaning  of 
Gay  Liberation,  while  again  taking  a 
socialist  approach,  is  critical  of  com- 
munism and  both  the  straight  and  gay 
left. 

The  New  American  Movement's 
Working  Papers  on  Gay /Lesbian  Lib- 
eration and  Socialism  ($1 ,  NAM,  3244  N 
Clark,  Chicago,  IL  60657)  sees  gay  liber- 
ation as  "part  of  the  wider  feminist 
movement."  While  this  may  make  gay 
concerns  msirginally  more  palatable  to 
straight  leftists,  it  is  a  view  that  is  not 
without  its  contradictions,  and  events 
seem  to  be  making  it  increasingly  unten- 
able. Still  another  confusion  in  the 


NAM'S  approach  arises  from  their 
rhetorical  opposition  to  the  state  while 
adhering  to  a  system  which  relies  on  a 
ruthlessly  authoritarian  state  for  its 
implementation.  Working  Papers 
includes  an  intelligent  article  on  "An- 
drogyny, Men  and  Power"  by  Marc 
Killinger.  The  back  cover  carries  a  car- 
toon of  Marx  opening  a  closet  door  and 
saying  "Gay  Liberation  is  a  Communist 
Plot."  In  view  of  Marx's  virulent  and 
scornful  homophobia,  this  seems  self- 
serving  and  dishonest. 

"It  was  Gramsci,  to  whom  we  owe  a 
great  deal  but  not  everything,  who  said 
in  his  essay  on  state  and  civil  society  .  .  . . " 
is  the  pompous  opening  of  one  para- 
graph in  Bruce  Boone's  slim  collection 
of  musings.  My  Walk  With  Bob.  In 
another  piece,  Boone  offhandedly  lets  us 
know  he  has  been  involving  himself  with 
some  heavy  reading  along  with  the  junk: 
Le  Rouge  et  le  Noir,  and  Chairman 
Mao's  On  Contradiction.  It  has  all  gone 
to  his  head  and  made  him  a  very  pre- 
tentious fellow,  and  his  pedantic  theor- 
izing also  weighs  down  Robert  Gluck's 
Family  Poems,  a  little  collection  of  un- 
remarkable verses  and  prose  pieces  to 
which  Boone  provides  an  afterword: 
"The  narrative  function  reveals  itself  in 
the  technical  features  which  characterize 
it,"  etc,  etc.  The  two  books  are  $2.50 
each  from  Black  Star,  16  Clipper  St,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14  USA. 

George  Sylvester  Viereck  (1884-1962) 
was  a  German-born  American  novelist 
and  poet  (famous  in  his  day  but  little 
read  now)  many  of  whose  works  reflect 
his  bisexuality.  For  some  time,  I  have 
wished  there  was  a  biography  of  this  cur- 
ious man,  and  finally,  one  has  been  pub- 
lished. Unfortunately,  Odyssey  of  a  Bar- 
barian by  Elmer  Gertz  ($17.95,  Prome- 
theus Books,  1203  Kensington  Ave, 
Buffalo,  NY  14215  USA)  is  rather  a 
disappointment. 

Gertz  was  a  friend  of  Viereck;  the 
biography  was  written  when  its  subject 
was  still  alive  and  has  been  revised  little. 
As  a  result,  though  Gertz  deals  to  some 
extent  with  Viereck's  radical  ideas  on 
sex,  the  homosexual  side  of  his  erotic  life 
is  virtually  ignored.  There  are  a  couple 
of  muted  and  teasing  allusions  —  that  is 
all.  It  is  mentioned  that  Viereck  knew 
Freud,  Havelock  EUis  and  Kinsey,  and 
was  a  lifelong  friend  of  Magnus  Hirsch- 
feld. Yet  we  are  told  nothing  about  these 
relationships.  Viereck's  later  years, 
including  five  years  spent  in  a  US  prison 
for  pro-German  activities,  are  dealt  with 
rather  perfunctorily  in  a  "Postscript." 

In  other  respects,  Gertz's  book  is  by 
no  means  a  bad  one,  but  these  are 
serious  flaws.  The  decades-old  text 
should  have  been  thoroughly  updated, 
revised  and  uncloseted  before 
publication.  The  definitive  biography  of 
this  intriguing  writer  has  yet  to  be 
printed.  U 


Small-press  publishers  who  would  care 
to  sec  their  work  reviewed  in  "The  Ivory 
Tunnel"  should  send  copies  to  Ian 
Young.  c/oThc  Body  Politic.  PO  Box 
7289,  Station  A,  Toronto.  ON 
M5W  1X9. 


Amber  Lane  Press. 


"A  work  of  considerable  dignity  and  passion...  I  admire  the 
way  it  puts  its  case  for  the  declaration  of  one 's  sexual  feelings 
in  such  a  sane,  measured  and  eloquent  way.  " 
—  Michael  Billington,  The  Guardian 

Available  from  Glad  Day  Books,  4  Collier  Street, 
Toronto,  ON  M4W  1L7  •  $5.95  plus  35C  shipping. 


Your  kind 
of  vacation. 

Created  by  gays  for  the  men 
and  women  we  know  best. 


A  vacation  without  compromise.  Where  you 
can  be  yourself,  with  discerning  travelers  like 
yourself,  enjoying  a  holiday  that  takes  you 
beyond  the  Pines  and  the  Keys. 

At  Travel  Motivators  we  care.  We  give  you 
the  professionalism  you  deserve.  And  the 
unique  insight  into  your  world,  as  well  as  that 
fabulous  world  out  there. 

WINDJAMMER  CRUISE 

8  unforgettable  days,  island-hopping.  We'll 
visit  Nassau,  Berry  Islands,  Eleuthera,  Freeport 
and  more.  And  sail  In  grand  style  aboard  the 
"Fantome  "  —  flagship  of  the  Windjammer  fleet. 

Departure  May  17  (return  May  25)  1M0. 

For  complete  details  on  this  and  our  other  up- 
coming monthly  programs,  send  coupon  or  call 
us  today. 


Illf®l¥©[       ,. 

A  CORTELL  GROUP  COfVlPANY 
3  E.  54th  Street,  New  York.  NY   10022 
(21 2)  751 -3250  or  call  Toll  Free 
(800)  223-6627  (except  in  NY  state) 

Sounds  like  my  kind  of  vacation. 
Tell  me  more. 


MOVING? 
miUS! 

If  you  don't,  you  won't  get  the  sut> 
scription  copies  of  TBP  that  we  nnail 
to  you.  Instead,  we  will,  and  we'll 
have  to  pay  postage  due  when  they 
come  tiack  and  notxxjy  will  be  happy. 
So,  if  you're  planning  a  relocation, 
let  us  know.  Fill  in  your  name  here  as 
it  appears  on  your  subscription  lat>el 
(if  you've  got  a  copy  of  the  label  it- 
self, you  can  attach  it)  and  then  give 
js  your  new  address.  Try  to  include 
the  postal  code  too  —  that  will  keep 
;he  post  office  happy  and  then  there'll 
be  three  of  us.  OK? 
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FRIENDS  Jk 


Vancouver 


ATTRACTIVE  GAY  WOMAN,  mid-twen- 
ties, with  exquisite  sense  of  humour  and  joy- 
ful passion  for  living  seeks  same.  Cultivated 
and  disciplined  minds  are  much  appreciated. 
Drawer  B684. 


Alberta 


WOULD  LIKE  TO  HEAR  from  fun-loving 
women  who  also  value  quiet  times  with  a 
close  friend.  I'm  sincere,  and  26  years. 
Drawer  B745. 


Toronto 


CUDDLY  GAY  WOMAN,  fun-loving,  seeks 
same,  in  mid-twenties.  A  love  of  books  an 

asset.  Drawer  B758. 

TWO  GAY  FEMALES  require  private  ac- 
commodation for  occasional  meetings  in 
Toronto  area.  Discretion  required,  reim- 
bursement provided.  Please  write  P  O  Box 
74,  Port  Credit  Postal  Station,  Mississauga 

ON  L5G  4L5. 

PROFESSIONAL  GAY  SINGLE  MOTHER 
of  two  would  like  to  meet  gay  female  for 
good  times  and  friendship.  Child  welcomed, 
no  bi's.  Drawer  8672. 


International 


FORMER  TBP  COLLECTIVE  MEMBER, 
28,  taking  up  temporary  residence  in  Geneva. 
Not  proficient  in  French  language,  but  wants 
to  learn.  Desires  to  meet  other  gay  men  in  the 
area  for  introductions  and  friendship. 
Drawer  B753. 


National 


TALL,  TRIM  RUNNER,  25,  turns  on  to 
Levis,  work  boots,  jockey  shorts.  Seeks  guys 
(20-30)   into   same    for    friendship.    Write, 

photo  optional,  to  Drawer  B744. 

ENGLISH  SCOUTMASTER  would  meet 
those  interested  in  English  school  discipline. 
Will  travel.  You  must  be  over  21.  Write,  giv- 
ing phone  no.,  city,  interests.  Brian  Johnson, 
Box    111    (LUMDA),    Piedmont,   Quebec, 

JOR  IKO. 

HALIFAX  MALE,  26,  S'll",  blond,  friend- 
ly, masculine,  sincere.  Love  the  outdoors, 
camping,  travel,  music,  and  really  every- 
thing. Drop  a  line,  will  answer  all.  Drawer 
B708. 


Alberta 


MALE,  31.  RECENTLY  MOVED  from  the 
east,  wishes  to  hear  from  others,  I  live  alone 

so  can  entertain.  Drawer  B735. 

MASCULINE,  PROFESSIONAL,  32,  6'2", 
160  lbs,  recently  transferred  to  Calgary, 
wants  to  meet  others  who  enjoy  interesting 
life.  Send  photo  and  phone.  Drawer  B688. 


Classifieds 


Montreal 


ACADEMIC,  33,  5'7",  145,  moustache.  Into 
music,  theatre,  films,  books,  food,  fistf. 
Looking  for  same  or  complement.  Montreal, 

Toronto,  NYC.  Drawer  B748. 

PROFESSIONAL  30,  scientific  background, 
financially  secure,  discreet,  6'2",  250  lbs, 
non-smoker,  not  into  bars,  clubs  or  baths.  In- 
terested in  outdoors,  camping,  canoeing,  hik- 
ing, diving,  photography,  music,  theatre  and 
films.  Seeks  sincere  companion  18-30  in 
Montreal  area  to  share  activities  and  friends 
in  Toronto  (visits).  Drawer  B703. 

LOOKING  FOR  HONEST,  MASCULINE 
man  in  Montreal  area.  Varied  interests.  I  am 
from  French  background.  All  honest  letters 
will  be  answered  promptly.  Photo  appreciat- 
ed. Drawer  B668. 


Atlantic  Canada 


SINCERE,  HONEST  YOUNG  W/M,  twen- 
ties, considered  goodlooking,  seeking  corres- 
pondence and/or   friendship.   Interested? 

Drawer  B7 15. 

TRURO,  NOVA  SCOTIA.  Young  profes- 
sional looking  for  discreet  male  companion 
age  20  to  30.  All  inquiries  answered,  photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  B712. 


British  Columbia 

25-YEAR-OLD  GAY  MALE,  new  to  Dun- 
can, BC,  seeks  other  gay  women  and  men  in 
area  for  mutual  support.  Drawer  B731. 
RURAL  BC/YUKON/WESTERN  ALBER- 
TA. Canadian  citizen,  28,  masc,  intelligent, 
"country  boy"  stuck  in  US  city  wants  to  re- 
locate back  to  rural  western  Canada,  to  share 
life,  love,  future  with  compatible  guy  current- 
ly living  there.  I'm  gdlkg,  warm,  sensitive, 
strong  and  serious.  Write  (pic  appreciated)  P 
O  Box  99688,  San  Francisco.  CA  94109. 

VANCOUVER  W/M,  33,  skinny,  130  lbs, 
wants  to  wrestle  guys  120  to  130  lbs.  All  races. 
Bob  (604)  736-1066.  Serious  only  please. 

30- YEAR-OLD  MALE,  new  to  Vancouver. 
Professional.  Interests  include  movies, 
theatre,  literature,  dance,  cooking,  walks  and 
conversation.  5'7",  142  lbs,  blue  eyes,  beard- 
ed, hairy,  masculine,  non-smoker.  Sincere, 
responsible,  honest  and  friendly.  Anxious  to 
develop  new  friendships.  A  lasting  relation- 
ship would  be  nice.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  B7 14. 


Ottawa 


34,  6'1",  INTELLIGENT,  sensitive,  out- 
going. Like  classical,  folk  music,  jazz, 
cinema,  concerts.  Enjoy  cycling,  swimming, 
cross-country  skiing,  etc.  Seek  sincere,  open 
friendship,  possibility  for  long-term  monoga- 
mous relationship.  No  gay  swingers! 
Richard.  Drawer  B687. 


Thunder  Bay 


PROFESSIONAL  MASCULINE  GUY,  35, 
5'10",  medium  build,  non-smoker,  attract- 
ive, mature,  brown  hair  and  beard.  Wide  in- 
terests, outdoorsman.  Like  to  meet  compat- 
ible man,  married  or  single,  for  activities, 
companionship.  Appreciate  photo,  letter. 
Confidential.  Drawer  B720. 


Quebec 


SINCERE  MALE,  40,  seeks  young  under- 
standing guy  to  25  ONLY.  Pen  pals  or  rela- 
tionship.  Box  423,  Verdun,  Que. 


Saskatchewan 


KINDERSLEY,  SWIFT  CURRENT,  MEDI- 
CINE HAT  area.  Goodlooking.  well-built. 
32,  seeks  others  in  area  for  good  times  and 
possible  relationship.  Drawer  B739. 

Southern  Ontario 

YOUNG  40,  TALL,  attractive,  moustache, 
sexually  aggressive,  modest  endowment,  very 
romantic,  sensitive,  understanding  and  sin- 
cere. Likes  arts,  crafts,  plants,  people,  dan- 
cing, and  quiet  evenings  at  home.  Seeks 
passive,  sincere  companion  for  close  friend- 
ship or  possible  relationship.  Prefer  clean, 
attractive,  slim,  shy  types,  age  unimportant, 
with  fetish  for  honesty  and  sincerity.  Discre- 
tion  expected  and  assured.  Drawer  B756. 
YOUNG  QUIET  MAN  wanting  company  for 
fun  on  cold  winter  evenings.  I  have  own  apt. 
Am  slim  and  well  endowed.  Seeking  young 
guys.   Call  Hamilton,   525-8638,  or  write 

Drawer  B724. 

I  AM  32,  HANDSOME  and  looking  for  a 
companion  male  or  female  for  intimate  rela- 
tionship. Reply  Canada  Post.  Box  4741,  Stn 

C.  London,  ON  N5W  5L7. 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO-GUELPH  area, 
young  man,  dark  brown  hair,  moustache,  140 
lbs,  5'9",  a  romantic,  loves  nightlife  and  fun 
times,  also  quiet  evenings  at  home.  Enjoys 
reading,  walks,  theatre,  talks,  honesty,  and 
all  that  is  genuine  in  life.  Seeking  man,  affec- 
tionate, sincere,  willing  to  make  commit- 
ment. Drawer  B713. 


Toronto 


CHUBBY  CHASER.  BLOND/ BLUE,  beard. 
33,  5' 10",  175.  Loves  big  guys  with  big  tits, 
sensitive  nipples,  up  to  age  40.  Revealing 
photo  guarantees  prompt  reply.  No  drugs  or 
S/M.  Drawer  B757. 


MASCULINE  WHITE  MALE,  33,  5'9", 
170,  with  strong  interest  in  leather  boots  (pre- 
fers cowboy.  Snoot,  Frye,  or  Kodiaks),  but 
other  types  OK,  mild  S/M,  but  not  necessary. 
Seek  young  man  25  or  under  with  similar  in- 
terest or  someone  not  disturbed  by  this  fetish. 
Will  answer  all.  Interested?  You  won't  regret 
it.  Please  write  (include  photo  or  description) 
to  P  O  Box  855,  Station  A,  Scarborough.  ON 

MIK  5C8. 

GAY  MALE,  26.  BLOND  HAIR,  blue  eyes, 
wishes  to  meet  other  gay  males  who  are  look- 
ing for  a  special  friend.  Will  answer  every 
reply.  Write  to  B.D..  c/o  Drawer  number 

B763. 

29-YEAR-OLD  ORIENTAL  seeks  mutual 
companionship.  I'm  5'8",  138  lbs.  warm,  in- 
telligent, sensitive,  artistic  and  well-travelled. 
Interested  in  painting,  theatre,  film,  and 
camping.  Box  71.  Stn  V.  Toronto  M6R  3A4. 

TORONTO  S/M  SLAVES  WANTED  by 
stern  but  caring  master  experienced  in  many 
scenes.  Will  respect  limits.  Am  blond.  24. 
good  body,  masculine  and  well  endowed.  All 
replies  answered.  Drawer  B7I7. 

MASCULINE.  DISCREET.  34.  MULATTO 
male  seeks  gay  oriental  male  up  to  age  24. 
Must  be  clean  shaven,  masculine  and  dis- 
creet. I  have  car  and  own  place.  Will  be  a 
faithful  friend  to  those  who  appreciate  a 
mature  companion.  Looks  unimportant. 
Students  welcome.  Promise  to  answer  all. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  I'm  not  pre- 
judiced. Write  Leo,  Box  408,  Streetsville, 
Mississauga,  ON. 

CAUCASIAN  MALE,  MASCULINE,  clean- 
cut,  Toronto  professional,  university  educat- 
ed, 30.  6'.  160".  handsome,  hairy,  hung, 
seeks  same.  Revealing  photo  guarantees 
prompt  reply.   Discretion  assured.   Drawer 

B697. 

SINCERE,  ATTRACTIVE,  MASCULINE 
male.  26.  5'6",  150  lb.  Interests  include 
theatre,  movies,  art,  music,  dancing,  out- 
doors, running,  quiet  evenings  with  good 
friends.  If  you  are  an  open,  honest,  sincere, 
affectionate  man.  21-40.  with  a  sense  of 
humour,  in  touch  with  your  own  feelings  and 
value  these  qualities  in  others,  then  let's  get 
together  for  friendship  or  possible  relation- 

ship.  Drawer  B677. 

ATTRACTIVE  GAY  MALE.  21.  likes 
music,  dance,  travel,  photography,  and  quiet 
times.  Would  like  to  meet  other  gay  males. 
Will  answer  all  replies.  Please  write  Drawer 
B761. 

I  LIKE  BEETHOVEN,  MOZART,  Schu- 
mann, Schubert,  Brahms.  Ella,  Lena,  Cleo.  I 
like  Camus,  Faulkner,  Roth.  Fowles.  I  like 
Fassbinder.  I  like  Barcelona  more  than 
Madrid.  Rhodes  more  than  Mykonos, 
Mexico  more  than  Florida,  la  ville  du  Quebec 
plus  que  Montreal.  I  prefer  the  Prince  Arthur 
Room  to  Fenton's  or  the  Courtyard.  Does 
anyone  out  there  understand?  Drawer  B709. 
MALE.  ORIENTAL,  5'8".  29.  trim  build, 
attractive,  wishes  to  meet  sincere  and  well-ad- 
justed male  friends,  25-35,  with  good  phy- 
sical appearance.  I  am  easygoing  and  friend- 
ly.   All   honest    replies   will   be   promptly 

acknowledged.  Drawer  8755. 

MASC,  WHITE  MALE,  39,  155  lbs,  5'7", 
physically  active,  well  built,  into  classical 
music,  books,  dancing,  theatre.  Sharing  lov- 
ing, caring.  Seeks  same  to  32  yrs.  Non- 
smoker.  Greek  passives  welcome.  Photo, 
letter,   reply  same.   Discretion  assured. 

Drawer  B752. 

1  AM  31,  INTELLIGENT,  STABLE,  and 
understanding.  My  interests  are  varied  — 
music,  the  outdoors,  literature,  films.  If  you 
are  looking  for  kindness  and  sincerity  in  a 
relationship  —  even  if  you  are  much  younger 
than  I  am  —  why  not  drop  me  a  line?  No- 
thing is  more  valuable  than  a  good  friend. 

Drawer  B751. 

MASCULINE-LOOKING.  HANDSOME 
Virgo,  age  39,  business  executive,  wants  to 
meet  younger,  well-hung  Taurus  or  Capri- 
corn native  who  enjoys  being  top  man  in  bed. 
Our  signs  are  compatible  and  wc  could  be 


good   for   each   other.    Write   with   photo 
enclosed.  Reply  assured.  Drawer  B750. 

MASCULINE  WHITE  MALE,  40,  6',  165 
lbs.  Seeks  clean-shaven,  under-30  companion 
not  into  bars  and  drugs;  for  fun,  friendship 
and  possible  relationship.  I  like  films, 
theatre,  music,  sports,  and  sex.  Blacks  and 
orientals  welcome.  Photo  and  phone  appreci- 
ated.  Sincere  replies  please.  Drawer  B749. 
BEACHES?  We  think  it's  a  great  place  to 
live.  If  you  live  here  and  are  interested  in 
meeting  others,  please  get  in  touch.  We're  not 
a  dating  service,  we're  friendly  people  just 
like  you.  Write  to  John  Scott,  PO  Box  400, 
Station  O.  Toronto  M4A  2N9,  or  call  699- 
2639  and  chat. 

THERE  IS  STILL  LIFE  AFTER  FORTY. 
when  much  nonsense  is  over:  the  good  life  re- 
mains. Masculine  professional.  45,  6',  170, 
honourable,  active,  affectionate,  unkinky, 
successful,  interested  in  books,  food,  travel, 
arts,  and  mature  men  with  good  humour, 
self-respect,  manners.  Seeks  counterpart  who 
can  contemplate  something  permanent. 
Snapshot  appreciated  and  returned.  Drawer 
B747. 

MASK:  SARDONIC  HUMOUR  attempts  to 
mask  my  honesty,  caring,  and  (yes)  romanti- 
cism. Mask  (thankfully)  fails.  I'm  in  my  mid- 
twenties,  attractive,  imaginative,  interested  in 
literature,  film,  politics,  dining,  dancing, 
travel.  Seeking  a  man  who  can  receive  as  well 
as  bestow  affection  in  friendship  or.  prefer- 

ably,  relationship.  Drawer  B746. 

MALE,  24.  Toronto-raised  Chinese.  Good- 
looking,  educated  and  refined.  Looking  foi 
students  for  friendships,  get-togethers  and 
others.  1  am  honest  and  discreet.  Drawer 
B742. 

MALE,  38,  PROFESSIONAL,  inexper- 
ienced, passive,  would  like  meeting  compat- 
ible active  friends.  Age,  looks  unimportant. 
Please  send  details,  photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  B741. 

ARE  YOU  WITTY,  VIVACIOUS  and 
charming?  Torontonian.  29.  seeks  to  widen 
his  social  circle.  Interests  include  dining  out, 
theatre,  conversation.  Drawer  B740. 

GOODLOOKING  WHITE  MAN.  32.  tall, 
masculine,  slim,  affectionate,  sensual,  con- 
siderate, seeks  compatible,  tall,  attractive, 
well  built,  athletic,  black  man.  30-35.  Must 
be  masculine,  mature,  discreet,  versatile.  Pre- 
fer candidate  for  long-term  relationship. 
Please  reply  with  phone  and  photo.  Drawer 

B738. 

28.  5' 11",  140  lbs.  BLOND,  blue  eyes,  non- 
smoker,  vegetarian,  reading,  disco,  cinema, 
seeks  friendship  21-32.  possible  relationship. 
No  drugs,   S/M   please.   Toronto.   Drawer 

B737. 

YOUNG  40.  VERSATILE,  clean,  sincere, 
honest,  to  meet  same  for  good  times  and 
friendship.  Can  entertain  Latin  types,  cops  or 
any  uniformed  guys,  married  or  single,  bi, 

straight  or  gay.  Drawer  B736. 

PROFESSIONAL  WHITE  MALE,  28, 
5'10",  150  lbs,  average  build,  sincere,  varied 
interests,  active,  seeks  mature  active  man  for 
friendship,  possible  relationship.  Drawer 

B734. 

MASCULINE  WHITE/35,  6'1".  male, 
blond,  blue  eyes,  195  lbs,  with  short  hair  and 
moustache,  well-defined,  solid  body,  with 
average  body  hair,  on  slim  side.  Have  own 
place.  Sincere,  gentle,  open-minded.  Love  sex 
and  good  times.  Enjoy  travel,  outdoors, 
science,  films.  Have  sense  of  humour.  Would 
like  to  meet  guys  between  20  and  38,  well- 
hung  and  tall  or  average  height  from  Toronto 
or  suburbs.  Send  self-description,  phone  if 
you  wish.  Photo.  No  S/M.  Drawer  B733. 
MASCULINE,  PROFESSIONAL  male,  at- 
tractive, straight-looking,  5'n",  150 lbs,  for- 
ty, in  good  physical  shape  Cogger),  has  own 
home,  seeks  similar  male,  well-endowed,  for 

casual  relationship.  Drawer  B732. 

ATTRACTIVE  CHINESE,  37,  155,  5' 11", 
seeks  similarly  cultivated,  sensual  and 
gorgeous  companions.  Age  irrelevent,  but 
peace,  good  humour,  varied  interests  import- 
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ant.  Slim,  sinewy  blacics/ Latins  my  favourite 

fantasy.  Drawer  B730. 

GAY  MALE,  30,  5'6",  155,  looking  for  a 
young  masculine  male  21-28,  SLIM  AND 
WITH  LITTLE  BODY  HAIR.  Interested  in 
meeting  a  male  for  friendship  and  a  possible 
relationship.  Interests  are  travel,  quiet  even- 
ings together  and  enjoying  sex.  Photo  and 
phone  no  preferred.  Drawer  8729. 

YOUNG  MAN,  26,  5'8",  125  lbs,  grey/green 
eyes,  light  brown  hair,  of  striking  guise,  wit, 
looking  to  indulge  human  strength/weakness 
for  youth,  beauty,  smarts.  Similar  guise  only. 
Photo.  Drawer  B728. 


SHUTTER-BUG?  Desire  sincere,  enthusias- 
tic companionship  to  share  photography  for 
the  joy  of  it.  Am  29  with  well-balanced  per- 
sonality, athletic  build;  enquiring  and 
creative  mind.  Confidentiality  recognized. 
Kindly  reply  Drawer  B727. 


PASSIVE  MALE,  38,  NOVICE,  own  place, 
likes  meeting  active  friends,  any  age.  Photo, 
some  details  appreciated.  Drawer  B726. 


YOUNG  MAN,  AGE  24,  first  time  in  Toron- 
to, would  like  to  meet  new  people  who  can 
show  me  Toronto  and  area.  Drawer  B725. 


W/M,   BUTCH,   HANDSOME   LOVERS, 
S'll",  160  lbs.  brown,  31,  5'8",  143  lbs, 
blond,  24,  seek  masculine  singles  and  couples 
for   good   company   and   close   encounters. 
Drawer  B722. 


LONG-HAIRED  GUY,  26,  5'H",  150  lbs, 
easy  going,  imaginative,  with  sense  of 
humour,  into  music,  literature,  photography, 
wishes  to  meet  similar  guys  for  friendship  or 
relationship.  Especially  partial  to  musicians, 
artists.  Drawer  B721. 


SENSITIVE  MALE  needed  for  occasional 
meetings  in  my  apartment.  All  types:  strong, 
dominant  S/M  to  shy  TV  considered.  I  am 
34,  5' 10",  170  lbs,  very  discreet,  considerate 
and  intelligent.  Likes  lingerie.  Will  exchange 
photos  and  letters  in  full  confidence.  Drawer 
B719. 


PASSIVE  HUNK,  CUTE  FACE,  masculine 
body,  W/M,  5'8",  blond,  140  lbs,  24.  Wants 
hung,  active,  butch  guys.  Phone  appreciated. 
All  answered.  Drawer  B718. 


SINCERE,  ATTRACTIVE,  European  male, 
39,  5'8",  140  lbs.  Interests  include  theatre, 
art,  music,  travel,  home  life.  If  you  are  open, 
honest,  sincere,  affectionate  man  20-30,  then 
let's  get  together  for  a  possible  friendship  or 
relationship.  Drawer  B716. 


YOUNG  MALE,  25,  160  lbs  of  solid  muscle 
would  like  to  meet  other  muscular  guys  into 
wrestling,  swimming,  jock  straps.  Please 
write  with  phone  number  and  photo  if  pos- 
sible. Drawer  B7 10. 


GAY  MALE  WHO  ENJOYS  GOOD  WINE 
would  like  to  meet  other  wine  lovers  with 
view  to  organizing  monthly  tasting  sessions. 
Drawer  B759. 


GWM,  30.  NEW  YORK  REFUGEE.  Tall, 
dark,  you  know  the  rest!  Seeks  direct,  sin- 
cere, humorous,  attractive  and  imaginative 
friend  to  share  same  with  me.  Photo  appreci- 
ated. Drawer  B766. 


BLOND,  BLUE-EYED,  BEARDED  male. 
25.  slim  5' 11"  seeks  interesting  person  25-35 
into  theatre,  music,  literature  and  sex.  For 
friendship  or  possible  relationship.  Drawer 
B765. 


ATTRACTIVE  BLOND,  25,  6M".  swim- 
mer's physique,  155  lbs,  into  the  arts,  seeks 
sensible,  fun-loving,  ambitious  guy,  25  or 
older,  to  share  leisure  hours,  possible  rela- 
tionship.  Drawer  B764. 

ATTRACTIVE,  BEARDED,  inventive 
Greek  passive/active  guy,  24  years  old,  wants 
to  meet  attractive,  similarly  inclined  guys  to 
age  40  for  good  times.  Photo  returned,  phone 
reply  guaranteed.  Drawer  B760. 


m 


Winnipeg 


ROOM  &  BOARD.  For  closeted  gay.  Good 
meals,  home  atmosphere.  Phone  John.  885- 
2424.  Winnipeg. 


Toronto 


FRILNDLY.  SINCERE  ROOMMATE  wan- 
ted. Attractive,  mature  white  male,  39,  has 
small  semi-furnished  3-bedroom  lownhousc. 


to  share  with  same.  Beaches  area.  Own  room. 
No  strings  attached.  Must  be  mature,  honest 
clean  and  self-supporting.  Rent  $225 /month, 
includes  underground  parking.  Please, 
sincere  replies  requested  only.  Available 
March  1/80.  P.S.  This  is  a  legitimate  rental, 
for  somebody  who  is  looking  for  a  nice  place 
to  live.  Write,  enclosing  name  and  phone  no. 

to  Barry,  Drawer  B743. 

MISSISSAUGA.  Male  to  share  3-bedroom, 
2-bathroom  condominium  with  quiet  stu- 
dent.   Dundas   and   Erindale   Station    Rd. 

$170/mo.  Call  277-4912. 

FOR  RENT.  ST  CLAIR/BATHURST,  un- 
furnished, 1 -bedroom,  renovated  Victorian 
duplex,  equipped  kitchen,  cable-TV,  hyrdo, 
private  garden,  garage,  Spadina  subway, 
non-smoker.  654-5639. 

VERY  CENTRAL  CO-OP  needs  a  new 
housemate.  We're  looking  for  an  easygoing 
person  who  doesn't  need  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  participate  in  keeping  the  place  toget- 
her. Rent  approx  $180.  Laundry  facilities. 
Available  now.  Our  phone  is  368-6361 . 

RIVERDALE.  SPACIOUS  three-storey 
house  to  share  with  one  other  quiet,  private, 
conscientious  person,  middle  twenties  to 
early  thirties.  $300  per  month  1st  and  last. 
Own  three  unfurnished  rooms  plus  balcony. 
463-6628  evenings. 

SCARBORO  BUNGALOW,  main  floor,  2- 
bedroom,  very  clean,  fridge,  stove,  washer, 
dryer  included.  All  utilities  paid,  garden, 
parking,  fenced  back  yard,  close  to  subway, 
Kennedy  Road,  suit  couple,  $395  monthly. 

261-6590. 

GAY  SINGLE  MOTHER  of  two  would  like 
to  have  gay  female  to  share  townhouse.  Own 
room,  unfurnished.  Child  welcome.  $225.  No 
bisexuals  please.  Drawer  B671. 


Anywhere 


HOME  WANTED  ANYWHERE.  Artist, 
male,  36,  will  relocate  to  live  with  you.  F 
Garry,  32  Richmond  St,  Chatham,  ON 
N7M  1N6. 


LETTERS 


PRISONER  SEEKS  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Loneliness  is  slowly  but  surely  destroying  me. 
Write:  Jim  Calvert,  no.  136895.  PO  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  USA  45699. 
MAN  DOING  TIME  in  prison  and  has  lost 
all  contact  with  the  outside  world.  Need  help 
to  keep  from  losing  myself  in  lonehness;  any- 
one with  time  please  write:  Thomas  K  Smith, 
no.    146-915,  P  O  Box  69.   London.  Ohio 

43140,  USA. 

WARM  AND  AFFECTIONATE  20-yr-old 
male,  6',  193  lbs,  green  eyes  and  brown  hair, 
enjoys  good  people,  sports,  has  tried  almost 
everything.  Am  in  prison  and  have  lost  ail 
contact  with  my  family.  Would  appreciate 
letters  from  anyone,  will  answer  all:  Ron  A 
Tanniert.   No.    153-355.   P   O   Box  45699. 

Lucasville.  Ohio  45699.  USA. 

WHITE  MALE.  28  yrs  old,  5'6",  136  lbs, 
with  dark  brown  hair  and  blue/green  eyes  is 
presently  confined  in  prison.  Am  seeking  cor- 
respondence from  anyone,  male  or  female, 
willing  to  bring  a  little  happiness  and  sanity 
to  one  living  day  after  day  in  a  world  of  mad- 
ness. Please  write  to:  Mr  Jonnie  D  Sharp, 
No.  134512,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio 
4S699,  USA. 

I  AM  A  29-yr-old  prisoner,  black.  6'1".  195 
lbs.  "straight,"  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  get- 
ting out  in  October.  1980.  Some  of  my  inter- 
ests include  jazz,  karate,  boxing,  jogging, 
writing  poetry,  constructive  conversation, 
travel.  Would  like  to  correspond  with  those 
interested  in  writing:  Tarronce  C  O'Neal,  No. 
147-065,  P  O  Box  5500,  Chillicothe.  Ohio 
45601,  USA. 


i\\i^mt\ii 


THOMA.S  N.A.  INDIAN  l.aic  ol  Robert 
Street,  Hamilton,  and  Westinghousc.  We  had 
a  good  lime.  Please  phone  or  write  Ralph. 

Drawer  B723. 

NOW  LISTEN  GARY  O.  Just  because  I 
never  answer  your  letters  is  absolutely  no 
reason  to  slop  writing  to  me.  I  need  a  brilliant 
flight  of  whatever  it  is  you  have.  The  Canad- 
lan  winter  is  warmer  than  usual  but  no  less 
depressing.  Ciivc  mc  a  fix.  CjH. 


GET  IN  TOUCH 

WITH  TBP  CLASSIHEDS 

The  Body  Pontic's  classified  ads  are  an  efficient  and  inexpensive  way  to  reach 
thousands  of  gay  people  —  for  all  kinds  of  reasons.  You  can  find  a  roommate, 
offer  a  job,  send  a  message  or  meet  a  friend.  Use  your  imagination.  Don't  be  re- 
stricted by  the  categories  now  being  used  —  think  up  a  new  one. 

It's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  20  cents  a  word  for  personal  ads,  60  cents  for 
business.  Simply  fill  in  the  form  below,  count  the  number  of  words  and  send  it 
to  us  with  your  cheque  or  money  order  for  the  correct  anrxHjnt.  Ads  received 
before  the  deadline  listed  below  will  appear  in  the  very  next  issue. 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  we  ask  that  you  be  positive  about  your- 
self rather  than  negative  about  others,  if  you're  interested  in  meeting  someone 
through  an  ad.  Phrases  such  as  "no  fats  or  ferns,"  or  "no  Blacks"  can  be 
insulting,  and  that's  something  we  prefer  not  to  be. 

There  are  a  few  restrictions.  The  Criminal  Code  makes  it  illegal  to  have  sex 
with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21 ,  to  have  sex  with  more  than 
one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to  solicit  for  the  purposes  of 
prostitution.  We  therefore  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  classified  ad. 
If  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone  number  in 
your  message.  For  only  two  dollars  extra  we'll  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number 
and  collect  replies  in  our  office  to  be  sent  to  you  once  a  week. 

If  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy  too.  Put  your  reply  in 
an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us, 
making  sure  to  mark  on  the  front  the 
drawer  number  you're  responding  to. 
It  doesn't  cost  you  anything  to  answer 
an  ad.  Your  unopened  reply  will  reach 
the  person  you're  answering  in  just  a 
few  days. 


Your 

return 

address 

Drawer. 


The  Body  Politic 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


CONDITIONS 

All  ads  must  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through  the  mails. 
Tlw  body  Politic  reserves  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad .  Late  copy  will  be  held  over  for 
the  tmiowi no  issue.  Deadlines: 
RATES:  March  Issue:  Wednesday,  February  1 3 

IndMd'ials:  20c  per  word,  minimum  $4.  Businesses:  60c  per  word,  minimum  $6. 
Forwarding  Service :  $2  per  ad  per  issue.  If  you  would  like  us  to  assign  your  ad  a  drawer 
number  and  forward  mail  to  you  once  a  week ,  please  check  the  box  indicated  below. 


NanwL 


Address 


Postal  Code 


DDrawer  number  required  (Add  $2  per  ad  per  issue.) 

I  enclose  $ for 

Please  run  my  ad  In  the 


Jssues 


.section. 


Print  your  ad  belo\ft 

f  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 

Mall  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9 
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penpals 


Tel.  463-5744 

P.O.  Box  238,  Stn  G 

Toronto  M4IVI 3G7 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

CAV 
fllATCf 


Members  across  Canada 

and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


CHEVROLKIT 


CORVEHE 
CAPRICE 
CITATION 


T 


CUTLASS 
TORONADO 


JAYWATKIN 

SALES«SERVICE«  LEASING 


Chevrolet  Yonge  Oldsmobile 


1360  Yonge  street 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4T 1Y3 


925-1131 


DISCRIMINATION.  The  Canadian  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC)  is  docu- 
menting all  cases  of  discrimination  in  Canada 
involving  homosexuals,  in  the  areas  of  em- 
ployment, housing,  access  to  public  services 
(classified  ads,  printers,  restaurant  or  bar  ser- 
vice), child  custody,  etc.  We  need  your  help. 
If  you  know  of  any  such  cases  which  have  not 
already  been  covered  in  The  Body  Politic, 
please  send  full  details  to  Cases  of  Discrimin- 
ation, P  O  Box  2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON 
KIP  5W9.  Names  of  individuals  involved 
may  be  withheld,  but  please  include  all  rele- 
vant details. 


A  FULL SERVICE 

MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS.  A  DAY 


SERVICES 


•LOCKERS  'ROOMS 
•STUDENT  RATES 
•DRY-WET  STEAMS 
•DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 
•GIANT  TV  SCREEN 

203/\ACgregorst. 

Ph  586-7594 


WORK 


STRUGGLING  ARTIST,  24,  I  DO 
cleaning!  A  clean  home  is  a  happy  home.  Ex- 
cellent  references.  Drawer.  B754. 

FOR  ESCORTS,  MODELS  AND 
MASSEURS  NATIONWIDE  write:  Jef  Kriss 
and  Associates,  Box  1016,  Hamilton,  Ontar- 
io, L8N  3R1.  Specialty  items  and  mail  service 
with  U.S.  ADDRESS.  Potential  personnel: 
Send  photo(s)  &  resume.  Major  credit  cards 

accepted. 

COMPLETE  LINE  OF  INTERIOR  renovat- 
ion. Design  services.  London  area.  (519)433- 

5795. 

CORRESPOND  IN  PRIVATE /USE  OUR 
address  or  phone  for  private  or  business.  Not 
PO  Box.  Mail  forwarding  on  collection.  Strict- 
ly  confidential.  465-0821  anytime. 

GPS  PENPALS,  FOR  INFORMATION 
WRITE:  GPS,  P.O.  Box  238,  Station  G,  Tor- 

onto,  M4M  3G7.  (416)  463-5744. 

PEN  PAL  CLUB.  Chasers,  Box  423, 
Verdun,  POH4G3G1. 


TRAVEL 


WANTED:  ARE  YOU  INTERESTED  IN 
TRAVELLING  OVERSEAS  to  Israel  and 
area?  Leaving  in  July  or  August.  I  am  a  Gay, 
middle-aged  gentleman  desiring  a  reliable, 
clean,  and  honest  companion  of  any  age. 
Sorry  I  can't  pay  your  way,  but  will  try  to 
make  the  experience  rewarding.  Drawer  B71 1 
KEY  WEST  —  IT'S  FOREVER  SUMMER 
on  the  AMERICAN  MANANA  ISLAND. 
Call  toll-free  800-327-9191  ext.  499,  or  write 
Key  West  Business  Guild,  PO  Box  1208-C, 
Key  West,  Florida  33040  for  our  new  direct- 

ory  and  map. 

VISITING  HOLLYWOOD?  18  -23?  WANT 
sincere,  masculine  friend  for  sharing,  good 
times?  Chuck  Philips,  7007  Los  Tilos  Road, 
LA,  C A  90068. 


WANTED:  EMPLOYMENT  —  4.00  TO 
4.50  hourly.  Previous  experience  stock  con- 
trol, inventory  manual  computerize  system, 
also  warehouse  experience.  Will  accept  em- 
ployment and  training  in  other  unrelated 
fields,  location  general  greater  Metro  area. 
Reply:  147  Queen  St.  E.  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A 
ISl. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  21,  IS 
INTERESTED  IN  MEETING  reliable  com- 
petent photographer  to  help  me  assemble  a 
modelling  portfolio  either  in  black  and  white 
or  colour  or  both.  Please  write  to  me  at 

Drawer  B762. 

WANTED:  GRASS-ROOTS  ORGANIZER 
to  travel / throughout  Ontario,  outside  Metro 
Toronto,  for  six  months,  contacting  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  especially  in  smaller  communi- 
ties. $150  per  week.  Some  benefits  paid. 
Modest  amount  available  for  transportation 
costs.  Resourceful,  energetic,  intelligent,  re- 
sponsible, sensitive  person  required.  Appli- 
cations need  to  be  postmarked  no  later  than 
Feb.  10,  or  telephone  notification  of  interest 
in  position  by  that  date.  Call  (416)977-1605  or 
write.  Organizer,  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario,  Human  Rights  Campaign 
'Committee,  29  Granby  Street,  Toronto,  On- 
tario M5B1H8. 


THE 
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TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

.  . .  Now  easier  than  ever 

Introducing  —  payment  by  VISA  and  MASTERCHARGE 

Commencing  with  our  next  issue,  classified  ads  may  be  paid 
by  charge  card    —  just  use  the  handy  form  on  page  37. 

Use  TBP  Classifieds 

Remember,  all  classified  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid 

—  either  by  cheque  or  charge  card.  What  could  be  simpler? 

All  ads  must  be  submitted  in  writing; 
no  telephone  orders  can  be  accepted. 

Tliousands  of  gay  people  are  waiting 
to  hear  from  you. 
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CommunityPage 


The  Community  Page  is  s  listing  of  gay  groups  in 
Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  them- 
selves toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay 
oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  constituted 
organizations,  co-operatively  run  clubs  and  com- 
munity centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 

Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of 
information  presently  listed,  should  contact:  The 
Body  Politic  Community  Page.  Box  7289,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  ON M5W  1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

DDignity/OUgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7. 

Ph:  (403)  238-1031. 
DGay  Academic  Union,  PO  Box  G-262,  Stn.  G, 

T3A  7r.-) 

r.Gay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRO, 

Old  Y  Bldg,  Suites  319-321,  223  12  AveSW,  T2R 
0G9.  Ph:  (403)  264-391 1 .  Information  and  coun- 
selling, Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm.  Socials,  discussion 
groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: PO  Box  2715,  Stn  M,T2P3C1. 

ZGay  Youth  Calgary,  PO  Box  1 133,  Stn  M,  T2P 
2K9.  Meets Thurs,  8 pm,  Rm  319,  223-12  AveSW. 

DLesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Station  A.  Phone: 
(403)278-2133.  evenings. 

DMelropoliUn  Community  Church.  Box  6945,  Stn 
D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)252-8727.  Services  Sundays 
1 1 :30  am  at  Back  Lot  Theatre. 

C  Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/oGlRC,  PO 
Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)252-8727. 

I]Womyn'sColleclive,c/oGlRC,  Box  2715,  Stat- 
ion M,  T2P  3C1 .  Phone  (403)255-8437. 

Edmonton 

DCIub70,  10242-106  St,  T5 J  1H7.  Ph: 

(403)423-5051. 
DDignity/Edmonlon,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
GEdmonlon  Lesbian  ar.d  Gay  Rights  Organization 

(ELGRO)Box  837,  Substation  1 1 ,  University  of 

Alberta,  T6G  2E0. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  E4|uali!y  (GATE),  Box  1852, 

T5J  2P2.  Office:  10144-101  St.  Ph:  (403)424-8361. 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312, 

T5J  2M8.  Ph:  (403)482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

L;Lethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  CIRC, 
PO  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 . 

Medicine  Hat 

□  Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  CIRC, 
PO  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

DGay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARO),  Box  356, 
T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Nelson 

□The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  Nelson,  VIL  5R2. 

Prince  George 

□The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Crisis  Centre.  Ph:  (604)563-1214. 

Vancouver 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Co- 
operative Radio,  337  Carrall  Street,  V6B  2J4. 
Thurs  at  6:30  pm,  102.7  MHz  FM. 

□  Dignity/ Vancouver,  PO  Box  3016,  V6B  3X5.  Ph: 
(604)524-1657. 

□  Gay  AlUancc  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1463, 
Sin  A,  V6C  2P7.  Ph:  (604>  683-3832.  Office:  Suite 
102-1 19  West  Pender  St. 

□Gay  People  of  Simon  Eraser,  c/o  Student  Society, 
Simon  Fraser  Univ,  Burnaby.  Ph:  (604)  291-3181 
or  291-3111. 

□  Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 
University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1 W5.  Ph: 
(604)228-6781. 

uThe  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 

□  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  British 
Columbia  Federation  of  Women,  1730  Stephens 
St,  V6K  3V5. 

□SEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 
St.  V6B3Hl.Ph:  (604)  689-1039. 

□  SEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 
Seymour  St,  V8W2Y2. 

□  Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 
Counseinng  in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 
Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 


□Society  for  Political  Action  for  Gay  People 
(SPAG).  Box  2631,  Main  PO,  V6B  3W8.  Ph:  (604) 
876-2674. 

Victoria 

□  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237,  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 

□  Gay  InformaUon  Line,  Ph:  (604)  386-6323,  24  hrs 
a  day. 

□Gay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  every  second 
Wed.  Call  Gay  Information  Line  for  time  and 
place. 

□  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union 
Bldg,  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W2Y2. 

□  WAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subconunittee,  Box 
237.  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

□Gay  Friends  of  Brandon.  PO  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4 
Ph:  (204)  725-4386. 

Winnipeg 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 

1912.  R3C3R2. 

□  Dignity /Winnipeg.  Box  1912,  R3C3R2. 
□Gays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of 

Manitobf.,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

□  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing. PO  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W5H9. 

□  Project  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services. 
Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 

□Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre  Project,  Box 
3911,StnB,  R2W5H9. 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27, '  JMSU,  University 
of  Manitoba,  R3T2N2.  Ph:  (204)269-8678. 

□  Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St. 
Ph:  (204)786-4581. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Fredericton 

□  Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG).  PO 

Boxl556,  Stn.  A. 

Western  NB 

□  Aroostook  Lambda,  PO  Box  990,  Caribou, 
Maine  04736  USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and 
Northern  Maine. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Corner  Brook 

□  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 

foundland(CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 
□Gay  Organization  of  Women  of  Newfoundland 

(GOWN),  may  be  contacted  at  the  address  for 
CHAN  given  above. 

St.  John's 

□Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Stn  C,  AlC  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

□The  Alternate  Bookshop,  1585  Barrington  St, 
Suite  301.  B3J  1Z8. 

□Gay  Alliance  for  Equality(GAE).  Box  361 1, 
Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902) 
429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  referrals 
and  counselling)  (902)  429-6%9,  Thurs,  Fri  and 
Sat,  7-10  pm. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o 
SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 
University. 

□Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Gay  Christians, 
meet  every  Sunday  at  8  pm,  at  the  Universalist 
Unitarian  Church,  5500  Inglis  St.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: PO  Box  361 1 ,  South  Stn.  B3J  3K6. 

□The  Sisters'  Lightship,  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South 
Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  B  3J  3K6. 

□The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588 
Barrington  St.  Ph:  (902)  423-6814. 


Wolfville 

□  Gays,  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0 


ONTARIO 


Chatham 

□Chatham  Gay  Unity,  345  1  /2  St  Clair  St,  N7L  3J8. 
Ph:(5l9)354-897fc 


Collingwood 

□Gay  Information  Centre,  PO  Box  310. 

Guelph 

□Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Box  773.  NlH6L8.Gayline: 

(519)836-4550 

□  Guelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  info:  (519)  836-4550 
Mon,  Wed  &  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

□Gay  Women  of  Hamilton  may  bt  contacted  at  the 
address  given  above  for  the  McMaster  Homo- 
phile Association. 

□  McMasler  Homophile  Association,  Box  102, 

McMaster  University.  L8S  ICO.  Meets  in  6th 
floor  lounge.  Togo  Salmon  Hall,  McMaster 
University,  Wed  at  7:30  pm.  Gayline:  (416) 
527-0336. 

Kingston 

□Queen's  Women'sCentre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)  542-5226. 

□  Queen'sHomophileAssociation,  Student  Affairs 

Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University, 
K7L2S7.Ph:  (613)  547-2836. 

Kitchener  /  Waterloo 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  PO  Box  1497,  Stn  C, 
Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 

□Gay  AA,Ph:  (5 19)  742-6183. 

□Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  program.  Tues  and 

Wed,  6: 15  pm.  CKMS-FM.  94.5  MHz,  105.7 

MHz  cable. 

□  Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterioo,  Box  2632. 
Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 

□G.R.O.W.,  Box  2782.  Stn  B.  Kitchener 

N2H6N3. 
□Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  CoDective.  Box 

2741 ,  Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

□  Kitchener-Waterioo  Gay  Youth,  Box 753.  Stn  C. 
Kitchener  N2G4C5. 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  program,  Thurs,  6  to 

8  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box 
253 1 ,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3 . 

□  Waterioo  Universities'  Gay  Liberation  Move- 
ment, Federation  of  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo N2L3Gl.Ph: (519) 885-1211, 
ext.2372. 

London 

□Gayline,  Ph:  (519)679-6423.  Info24hrs/day. 
Peer  counselling  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-1 1  pm. 

□  Homophile  Association  of  London.  Ontario 
(HALO).  649ColborneSt.  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519) 
433-3762. 

□  Western  Gay  Association  .c/o  University 
Community  Centre,  University  of  Western 
Ontario,  Ph:  (519)679-6423. 

IMississauga  /  Brampton 

□GEM,  Box 62,  Brampton,  L6V2K7. 

□  Gayline  West,  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

□  Gayline,  Ph:  (416)354-3173. 

□Gay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls 
L2E6V5. 

Ottawa 

□  Dignity,  Box 2102,  Stn  D,  KIP  5W3. 

□  Dykes  and  Fags  (Carleton  University  Gay  Peo- 
ple). For  more  information  call  (613)238-1717. 

□  Etudianis  gais  d'Ottawa  /Ottawa  Gay  Students, 

CP3099.SuccD.LlP6H7.Ph:(613)236-5771. 

□Gays  of  Ottaws/Gais  de  I'Outaouais.  PO  Box 

2919,  Stn.  D,  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  Lis- 
gar  Street.  Gayline(613)238-1717.  Office:  (613) 
233-0152. 
□Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/ Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ot- 
tawa/Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same  ad- 
dress and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 
Meetings/drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175  Lisgar  St. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St. 

George's  Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St. 
Ph:  (613)  235-1636.  Meeting  and  Eucharist  every 
second  Wed  (1st  and  3rd  Wed  of  month), 
7:30  pm,  at  St.  George's  Church. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  Stn  B, 
KIP5Tl.Ph:(613)741-0783. 

Peterborough 

□  Trent  Homophile  Association,  Box  1 524,  K9J 
7H7, 262 Rubidge St.  Rm  203.  Ph:  (705)742-6229, 
Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm.  Thurs,  7:30-9:30  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

□  Northern  Women'sCentre,  3l6BaySt,P7BlSl. 

Ph:  (807)345-7802. 


Toronto 

□  Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE),  29Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gays  in  the  Media  (AGM),  29 
GranbySt,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gay  Social  ServiccsWorkers,  Box 

182,StnO,M4A2N3. 
□Catalyst  Press,  3 1 5  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
M1N2S6. 

□  Chatsworth  Charitable  Foundation.  29Granby  St, 
M5B1H8. 

□Community  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 

(CHAT),29GranbySt,  M5B  1H8. 
□Congregation  B'  Nai  Kehillah  of  Toronto  for  Gay 

Jews,  c/o  Blankstein  Design  Inc.,  200 Adelaide  St. 

West.  M5HlW7.Ph:  (416)977-0052, 9am-5pm. 

□  Dignity  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  CatholKs .  Box  249. 
StnE.M6H4E2.  Ph:  (416)960-3997. 

□  Friends  and  Families  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG),  29  GranbySt,  MSB  1H8.  Ph:  (416) 
977-1605. 

□Gay  Academic  Union ,  c  /  o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept. 
of  Chemical  Engineering,  University  of  Toronto, 
M5S1A4. 

□Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:  (416)964-3962. 

□Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF  office.  105 
Central  Square.  York  University,  4700Keele 
Street.  Downsview.  ON  M3J  1P3.  Coffee-house 
meetings  Wed  7:30—  1 1 :00  pm.  Room  S872  Ross 
Bldg..  during  school  term.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

□Gay  Anarchists,  c/  o  Ian  Young,  3 1 5  Blantyre  Ave, 
Scarborough,  M1N2S6. 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto,  108  Langley 
Ave,  M4K  1 B5 .  Ph :  (4 !  6)  463- 1 569,  ask  for  Har- 
vey. 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar:  (416)923-GAYS.  24 
hour  recorded  message. 

□Gay  Community  Services  Centre.  29Granby  St. 
M5B  1 H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line:  (416) 
364-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs.  7- 10:30  pm;  Fri& 
Sattoll:30pm. 

□  GayFathersofToronto,c/oMCC,29GranbySt, 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)364-9799.  Offers  support, 
advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month. 

□  Gay  Liberation  Union  (GLU),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T2N7. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 , 
M5BlH8.Ph:  (416)366-5664.  Meetingsatthe519 
Church  St.  Community  Centre,  Tues,  7:30  pm. 

□  GaysatUofT,c/oSACOiTice,12Hart  House 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto,  M5S  lAl .  Meets 
Fri,  7:30  pm,  33  St  George  St. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge. 
M4W  1 L7.  Ph:  (416)%1-4161 . 

□  Harbinger  Gay  Men's  Drop-in.  Tues  2-5  pm.  Rm 
216.  Vanier  Residence,  York  University.  Ph:  (416) 
667-3632, 667-3509. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic,  2  Homewood  Ave.  Suite  101 
M4Y  2J9.  Ph:  (416)922-3323.  VD  testing  and  info. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  fiiends.  Box 
873.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)921-4778. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E. 
M6H4El.Ph:  (416)465-6822. 

U  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT) ,  342 
JarvisSt.  M4Y2G6.  Ph:  (416)960-3249. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church ,  offices  29 
Granby  St.  M5B  I H8.  services  at  175  St  Clair  Ave 
West.  Supper  Sundays  at  6  pm.  Singspiration  at 
7: 10pm.  Worship  at  7:30 pm.Ph:  (416)364-9799. 

□  Older  Lesbians  and  Gays,  PO  Box  6248,  Stn.  A, 
M5W  1P6. 

□  Osgoode  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School,  4700  Keele  Street,  Downsview,  ON  M3J 
2R5.  Same  regular  meetings  as  Gay  Alliance  at 
York.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244  or  922-7618. 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 
Ph:  (416)  484-4634. 

□  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W1G2. 
Ph:  (416)863-6320. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 
for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Mon,  each 
montn,8pm.519ChurchSt.Mail:29GranbySt. 
M5B 1H8.  Donations:  Make  payable  to  Ross  Irwin 
in  Trust.  Mail  to  Symes  &  Irwin.  Barristers  &  Sol- 
icitors. 31  Prince  Arthur  Ave.  M5R  !B2. 

□  TAG.  P  O  Box  6706.  Station  A.  M5W  1X5.  Ph: 
(416)964-6600.  Peer  counselling  service. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council,  c/o  100 

Wellesley  St.  East,  Suite  104,  M4Y  1H5. 
□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85  HarbordSt, 

M5S  lG5.Ph:  (416)922-8744. 
□Transveslites  in  Toronto,  P  O  Box  873,  Station  A, 

M5W  1G3. 
□Tri-Aid  Chariuble  Foundation ,  8  Invin  Ave, 

M4Y  lK9.Ph:  (416)924-2525. 

□  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  P  O  Box  38,  Station  E, 
M6G  4E1 .  Ph:  (416)465-6822. 

□  Women's  Archives.  P  O  Box  928.  Station  Q. 
M4T2P1. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC. 
29GranbySt.M5B  1H8. 

Windsor 

□  Windsor Gay  Unity,  P  O  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Pos- 
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talStn,  N9C  3Y6.  GayUne:  (519)252-0979.  Gayline 
is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays,  7  to  10  pm. 


QUEBEC 


Hull 

□  Association  Gaie  de  i'Ouest  Qu«b^o<s(  AGOQ) , 

CP  1215,  SuccB.  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

DG«y  Students'  Alliance  (GSA),  PO  Box  63 1 ,  Bish- 
op's Universlty/Champlain  Regional  College. 
JIM  lZ7.Ph:  (819)  563-2230. 

Montreal 

D  Androgyny  Bookstore,  12l7rueCrescent, 
H3G  2Bl.Ph: (514)866-2131. 

G  Association  Communaulaire  Homosexuelle  de 
rUniversitideMontrM,  3200,  Jean-Brillant,  Lo- 
cal 1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales,  University  de 
Montr4al,H3T  1N8. 

Q  Association  des  Bons  Gens  Sourds,  CP  754,  Succ 
R,  H2S  3M4. 

D  Association  pour  Ics  droits  de  la  communauti  gaie 

duOutbec.(ADGQ),CP36,SuccC,H2L  4J7. 

1 264  St  Timothie.  Ph:  (5 1 4)843-867 1 . 
DCcntrcUc,  5149. avedu Pare,  H2V  4G3.  Ph:  (514) 

271-6863. 
DComi  tidesoulicnaux  accuses  dn  Truxx,  c/o  1217 

rue  Crescent,  H3G  2B1. 
D Contact-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  smd 

referral.  Ph:  (514)  842-5807. 
DCoop  Fcmmes,  3617  Boulevard  St  Laurent, 

H2X  2V5.  Ph:  (5 14)843-8998. 
aDignity/Montreal,  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue  Peel, 

Ph:  (514)392-6741. 
D  Eglise  Communantalre  de  Montreal,  Montreal 

Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 

H4A  3Rl.Ph: (514)845-4471. 
DEglise  du  Disciple  Bien-Aim«,  4376  De  La 

Roche.  Ph:  (514)279-5381. 
DFMirationcanadienncdestransscxuels,  16  rue 

Viau,  Vaudreuil,  J7V  1A7. 
DFratemit^-Haltc,  5340,  Boul  St-Laurent, 

H2T  ISl.Ph:(514)271-0661. 
DGay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  ainic/CUn- 

ique  des  Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3658  rue  Sainte-Fam- 

ille,  H2X  2L5.  Ph:  (514)843-7885, 843-5255.  Men, 

Wed  &  Fri  evenings. 
"Gay  Info,  CP610,  Succ  NDG,  H4A3Rl.Ph:  (514) 

486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,  7-11  pm. 
CGayUne:  (514)931-8668  or931-5330.Sevendaysa 

week,  7-11  pm. 

DGay  McGill,  University  Centre,  Rm.  408,  3480  rue 
McTavish,  H3A  1X9.  Meets  Thurs,  7:30  pm. 

n  Gay  Social  Services  Project ,  5  rue  Weredale  Par  It , 

H3Z  I Y5.Ph:  (514)937-9581. 
DGay  Youth  Group ,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 

meets  Saturdays  2-4  pm,  call  Gayline  for  info. 
D  Integrity :  Gay  Anglicans  :nd  Friends,  c/  o  305 

avenue  Willibrord.  Verdun.  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514) 

766-9623. 
L^  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia.  1455  ouest, 

boul  de  Maisonneuvc.  Ph :  (5 1 4)  937-0200,  or  879- 

4500  from  9  am  to  5  pm.  Meetings  Thurs  4-6  pm. 

DN  ACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion  Group.  CP298, 

SuccH,H3G  2K8.Ph: (514)488-0849. 
GOIder  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each 

month,  at  5  Weredale  Parlt .  Ph :  (5 1 4)  937-958 1 , 

ext.  238,  for  info. 
DParenUofGay«,c/oCP610,  Succ  NDG, 

H4A  3Rl.Ph: (514)486-4404. 
DProductlonsSS,  1 406  rue  de  la  Visitation  No  3, 

H2L3B8, 
DTransvcsiitcsi  Montreal,  social  support  for  trans- 

vestites,  CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5.  Ph: 

(5 1 4)486-4404  (Thurs  and  Fri  only). 
G  Women's  Homophile  Association  of  MontrM, 

c/oSusan  Shea,  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K  2M5. 
D  Women's  Information  and  Referral  Centre, 

3585  rue  St  Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri,  9 

am-5pm;Tues,  5  pm-9pm.Ph:  (514)842-4781. 

Quebec 

^ICenlreHoroophllcd'Aldeetdc  Liberation 
(CHAD. CP 596,  Haute-ville.  Gl R  4R8.  175 rue 
Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418)525-4997. 

L  IGronpegai derUnlvcrsittUval.CP 2500,  Pav- 
ilion Lemieux.Cit<Universitaire,GIK  7P4.Ph: 
(418)656-5800. 

[  ! Paroine Sainl-Robcrt  (Eglise  catholique euchar- 
istique),  310.ruedeUCouronne,GlK  6E4. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Carrot  River 

I  JCarTolRiverGays.c/ol8-303QueenSl,Saslia- 
toon,S7K  OMI.  For  MelfortTisdaic  area. 


Kindersley 

D  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown), 
c/o  Drawer  1 ,  P  O  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 


Moose  Jaw 

DMoose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  PO  Box 

1778,  S6H  7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

DPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  P  O  Box 

1893,S6V6J9. 


Regina 

D  Alropos  Fellowship  Society /Odyssey  Qub, 

2242  Smith  St. 
DGay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2242 
Smith  St.  Ph:  (306)525-8915. 


Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union.  PO  Box  419.  Sub-PO  6. 

S7N  OWO 
DGayCommunityCentre.  PO  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8. 

245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)652-0972. 
GGrapevine.  agroup  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 

Ph:  (306)343-5963. 
D Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation . 

P  O  Box  4021.  S7K3T1. 
DStubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St.  S7K  OMI. 
DSubcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  c  /  o  Saskatchewan 

Association  on  Human  Rights,  31  l-20th  St  W, 

S7M0XI. 


PROVINCIAL 


G  AlberU  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  PO  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB 
T5J  2P2. 

D  Coalition  for  Gay  RighU  in  OnUrlo  (CGRO) ,  P  O 

Box 822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  lG3.Ph:(416) 
977-1605. 
DManitoba  Gay  Coalition,  P  O  Box  27,  UMSU,  Uni- 
versity of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2. 


DOntario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  PO  Box  543, 
Stn  F,  Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2L8. 

DSaskatcbewan  Gay  Coalition.  P  O  Box  7508.  Sas- 
katoon, SK. 


NATIONAL/BINATIONAL 

D  Alberta  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/CCDLG,  PO 

Box  1 852,  Edmonton,  ABT5 J  2P2. 
D  Binational  Gay  Youth  Coalition ,  Canadian  head 

office:  29Granby  St,  Suite  301 ,  Toronto,  ON 

M5B  lH8.Ph:  (416)  366-5664. 
GCanadian  Gay  Archives,  P  O  Box  639,  Station  A, 

Toronio,ONM5W  1G2. 
GCanadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 

Coalition  canadienne  pour  les  droits  des  lesbiennes 

etde8gais(CLGRC/CCDLG),CP  2919,  Succ  D, 

OtUwa,ONKlP  5W9.Ph: (613)233-0152. 
DCoalitionbinationaie  pour  la  jeuncsse  gaie, 

Siige  social  quibicois:  CP  753,  Succ  H,  Montreal, 

PQH3G2M7. 
DCommittee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  P  O  Box  608, 

Station  K.Toronto,  ON  M4P  2H1. 

GDignity/Canada/Digniti,  PO  Box  1912,  Winni- 
peg. MB  R3C  3R2.  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 

G  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  PO  Box  891 .  Stn  F.  Toronto. 
ON  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  925-1731.  Office  hours 
Mon  to  Sat.  9  am  to  5  pm.  Or  call  (416)  535-8819 
24  hrs  a  day. 

G  Grass  Roots  Organizing  Workshop/Atelier  de 
I'organlsation  i  la  base,  P  O  Box  3099,  Stn  D, 
OtUwa,ONK?N6H7. 

G  Interest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  issues  in 
Psychology,  c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Associa- 
tion. 558  King  Edward  Ave.  Ottawa.  ON  KIN  7N6. 

G international  Gay  Association,  Secretariat:  c/o 
CHLR,  PO  Box  931.  Dublin  4,  Ireland. 

GThe  John  Damien  Foundation.  P  O  Box  983, 
Adelaide  St  Stn.  Toronto.  ON  M5C  2K4. 

DLibertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of 
Libertarian  Party  of  Canada.  P  O  Box  190.  Adel- 
aide Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2J 1 . 

GNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  PO  Box  792, 
Station  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

G  Prairie  Regional  Of  fkc,  CLGRC/CCDLt. ,  P  O 


Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba,  Winni- 
peg, MB  R3T  2N2. 
G  Regroupemeni  national  des  lesbiennes  et  gals  du 
Quebec,  CP  1 104.  succ  Place  d' Armes.  Montreal. 
PQH2Y3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 

D After StoncwaU ,  P  O  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK 
GThe  Body  PobUc,  P  O  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
ONM5W  1X9. 

DBoonics,  A  Voice  for  Rural  Gays,  R  R 1 ,  Paradise, 
NSBOS  IRO. 

DGay  Horizons,  PO  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB 

T2P  3C 1 .  Ph :  (403)  264-39 1 1 .  Of fice  at  Suites  3 1 9- 

321,  223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary.  AB  T2R  0G9. 
DGay  Saskatchewan.  P  O  Box  7508.  Saskatoon. 
D  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ottawa  /  Gais  de  I'Ouiaouais, 

PO  Box  2919.  Stn  D.  Ottawa.  ON  KIP  5W9. 
G Have  You  Heard?,  PO  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South 

Postal  Stn.  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 
DI^Berdacbe,  CP  36,  Succ  C,  MontrfeU,  PQ 

H2L  4J7. 
GLesbians/ Lesbiennes,  PO  Box  2531,  Stauon  B, 

Kitchener.  Ont. 
G  Metro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St,  Toronto, 

ONM5B  1H8. 
GOUT,  P  O  Box  2741 ,  Station  B.  Kitchener.  ON 

K2H  6N3. 

GOutand  About,  POBox27,  UMSU,  University  of 
Manitoba,  Winniijen,  MB  R3T  2N2 

GSparrow  of  Athintic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christiar 
Newsletter.  PO  Box  361 1.  South  Stn,  Halifax, 
NS  B3J  3K6. 


The  Body  Politic  is  looking  for  articles  about 
gay  groups  across  Canada  to  run  each  month 
on  its  Community  Page.  If  you  'd  like  to  tell 
people  all  across  North  America  about  your 
group,  send  us  a  story  about  it  (maximum 
length,  1000  words)  along  with  some  photos. 
We  'II  be  back  in  touch  if  we  decide  to  use 
your  article. 


You  are  not  alone 


Gay  fathers  find  a  warm  welcome  at  Toronto's  GFT 

The  responsibilities  and  burdens  of 
parenthood  are  well  documented.  They 
become  even  heavier  to  bear  when  the 
parent  is  also  gay. 

As  gay  fathers  and  mothers  we  must 
consider  those  we  have  brought  into  the 
world,  and  our  partners  who  have 
shared  in  this,  as  a  very  important  part 
of  our  lives.  We  have  the  need  to  express 
our  sexual  identity  but  we  do  not  want  to 
jeopardize  our  relationship  with  our 
children  or  damage  them  in  any  way.  We 
feel  held  back  by  the  parental  instinct  to 
protect  our  children  —  what  will  break- 
ing free,  coming  out,  do  to  our  children? 

With  no  one  to  turn  to,  with  very  little 
literature  on  the  topic  freely  available, 
with  the  prevailing  societal  attitudes  say- 
ing: "Broken  marriages  damage  child- 
ren, it  is  wrong,  immoral,  bad,"  the 
emerging  gay  father  or  mother  often 
feels  lost,  condemned  to  a  life  he  or  she 
feels  increasingly  intolerable,  and  totally 
alone.  Unless  the  gay  person  is  unusually 
brave,  the  first  attempts  at  gay  contact 
are  often  clumsily  anonymous  or  delib- 
erately false,  and  to  someone  still  so  un- 
sure of  him  or  herself,  can  result  in  a 
drawing  back  to  the  safety  of  familiar  (ie 
family)  situations,  and  a  blocking  of  fur- 
ther healthy  development  as  a  gay  per- 
son. If  only  there  were  someone  to  talk 
to  who  would  understand! 

Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto  addresses  it- 
self directly  to  this  need.  The  different 
lesbian  organizations  have  contacts  for 
gay  mothers,  but  very  little  exists  for  gay 
fathers.  So  GFT,  in  existence  for  two 
years,  offers  support,  understanding 
and  direct  experience  of  the  problems 
facing  the  gay  man  who  is  a  parent. 

Our  basic  message  is:  You  Are  Not 


Alone.  We  have  all  been  there,  or  are 
still  there.  We  know  what  it's  Uke.  Our 
members  represent  most  facets  of  the 
gay  father  situation:  some  are  divorced, 
some  still  married,  some  are  separating, 
some  have  custody  (full  or  shared)  of 
their  children,  some  are  "out"  to  their 
wives,  others  are  not.  Some  are  not  even 
fathers! 

One  of  our  strengths  lies  in  our  con- 
tradicting stereotypes.  We  share  the  con- 
cerns of  all  parents  for  our  children's 
good,  and  we  want  to  sec  the  kind  of 
sexual  stereotyping  that  helped  shape 
and  distort  our  lives  put  out  of  society, 
and  especially  out  of  the  education  sys- 
tem. 

We  are  more  widespread  than  our 
name  indicates.  We  trek  in  regularly 
from  Hamilton,  Guclph,  Peterborough 
and  smaller  centres  in  between,  from  the 
suburbs  and  the  inner  city.  Our  meetings 
arc  held,  usually  every  two  weeks,  in 
various  members'  homes,  and  take  the 


form  of  a  discussion  group  followed  by  a 
pot  luck  supper,  wine  and  relaxed  social- 
izing. 

At  the  moment,  we  arc  engaged  in 
putting  together  a  gay  fathers'  hand- 
book, to  reach  out  further  than  our  own 
boundaries,  again  with  the  message: 
You  Are  Not  Alone. 

To  find  out  more  about  Gay  Fathers 
of  Toronto,  listen  for  information  about 
our  meetings  on  923-GAYS,  or  call 
(416)364-9799.  Those  gay  fathers  who 
live  out  of  Toronto,  or  who  cannot  call, 
can  write  to  us  c/o  MCC,  29  Granby  St, 
Toronto,  ON  MSB  1H8.  We  welcome 
input  from  groups  in  other  cities,  so  if 
you  have  something  you  think  is  relevant 
to  us,  or  if  you  think  we  have  something 
that  could  be  relevant  to  you,  please  call 
or  write. 

We  arc  still  a  small  group,  yet  we 
know  that  the  number  of  men  who  arc 
gay  and  parents  is  large.  Perhaps  we  will 
hear  from  you.  You  arc  not  alone.  L 1 


I 


FEBRUARY  1980 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/41 


42/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


FEBRUARY  1980 


TheBaekPage 

by  Mariana  Valverde 


Feminism  meets  fist-fucldng:  getting  lost  in  lesbian  S&M 


"Harder,  harder.  I  want  to  be  hurt. " 
Ed  is  is  again  surprised  by  her  own 
uncensored  desires. 

Rebecca  obliges,  pushing  her  finger 
harder  and  deeper  and  faster,  touch- 
ing all  the  folds  and  dark  hidden 
spaces.  Edis' sounds  change  to  quiet 
sobbing.  I  want  to  be  hurt  even  more. 
I  want  to  be  hit.  Dare  I  tell  them? 
Are  these  feelings  OK? 

At  that  very  moment  Carmel  in- 
tuitively receives  Edis '  message  and 
considers  striking  the  tied  down,  tied 
up  body. 

This  juicy  bit  is  from  a  story  called 
"To  Cope  with  the  Ropes,"  included  in 
A  Woman's  Touch:  An  Anthology  of 
Lesbian  Eroticism  and  Sensuality  for 
Women  Only.  Published  by  two  women 
living  on  a  farm  in  Oregon,  this  is  one  of 
the  few  collections  of  writing  by  women 
for  women  which  is  dedicated  to  eroti- 
cism. It  contains  a  lot  of  technical  des- 
criptions of  how  two  (or  more)  women 
make  it,  a  story  about  a  woman  and  her 
lover  the  hen,  Ellen  (entitled  "Going 
Down  on  the  Farm,"  ha  ha),  one  about 
erotic  encounters  with  extra-terrestrial 
beings  —  and  a  lot  of  S&M.  The  editors 
include  an  essay  on  "S&M  and  femin- 
ism" by  Janet  Schrim,  which  confusedly 
argues  that  most  of  us  have  S&M  fan- 
tasies and  should  therefore  act  them  out: 
"Fantasies  and  urges  that  are  not  re- 
leased in  some  way  are  more  likely  to 
become  obsessions." 

But  of  course,  many  women,  even 
brand-name  lesbian  feminists,  have  rape 
fantasies;  no  feminist  would  seriously 
argue  that  the  acting  out  of  those  fan- 
tasies would  be  a  liberating  experience. 
The  sexual  liberation  of  women  has 
reached  the  point  where  we  are  able  to 
speak  about  "uncensored  desires":  the 
women  in  these  short  stories  are  all 
strong,  independent  women  who  def- 
initely know  what  they  want,  and  who 
are  able,  despite  some  hesitations,  to  ask 
for  it.  So  far,  so  good.  The  problem  is, 
do  we  really  want  to  be  raped  or  seduced 
or  tied  down  and  beaten  simply  because 
we  imagine  it  and  there  is  a  certain  pleasure 
associated  with  those  fantasies?  As  1  des- 
cribed in  an  article  in  this  magazine  a 
few  months  ago,  I  used  to  have  intensely 
pleasurable  fantasies  of  being  martyred, 
burned,  whipped,  and  so  on,  by  big 
hulks  intent  on  taming  my  will:  I  am 
quite  sure  that  I  never  really  wanted  that 
to  happen. 

Women's  sexuahty  is  constantly 
expanding,  and  it  now  seems  to  have 
reached  a  new  frontier  (new  for  women; 
men  have  known  about  the  secret  plea- 
sures of  S&M  at  least  since  the  Marquis 
de  Sade).  The  question  is:  is  this  expan- 
sion the  liberation  of  previously  repres- 
sed desires,  or  is  it  the  compulsive  and 
cndXcss  production  of  desire?  Ever-new 
forms  of  eroticism,  yet  more  difficult 
positions,  more  bizarre  pleasures... is 
this  not  too  much  like  the  production  of 
ever  more  bizarre  commodities  charac- 
teristic of  consumer  capitalism? 

But  don't  let  me  get  carried  away  in 
theorizing.  Read  instead  a  truly 
shocking  pamphlet  by  a  lesbian  S&M 
group  from  Berkeley  called  Samois  and 
pay  special  attention  to  the  glossary  at 
I  the  beginning  and  the  "handkerchief 


colour  code  for  lesbians"  at  the  end.  In 
the  glossary,  we  read: 

Feminism:  A  diverse  poUtical  move- 
ment aimed  at  ending  the  oppression  of 
women. 

Fetish:  An  object  or  substance  which 
has  been  eroticized... 

Fist-fucking: ... 

Yes,  Virginia,  fist-fucking  is  really  for 
you.  The  Samois  group  is  engaged  in 
copying  a  lot  of  things  that  men  do  and 
in  inventing  a  few  variations  (eg  lavender 
hankies,  signifying  "is  into  group  sex"). 
They  argue,  in  the  November /December 
issue  oi  Lesbian  Tide,  that  "s/m  is  a 
form  of  sexual  dissent.  We  oppose  the 
patriarchal  institution  of  non-imagina- 
tive, reproductive  sex.  The  roles  adopted 
during  s/m  are  not  governed  by  or 
correlated  with  gender  or  social  sex- 
roles." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  presume  that  I 
can  pass  judgment  on  what  these  women 
do.  To  dismiss  them  as  "weirdos" 
would  violate  one  of  the  basic  tenets 
of  feminism,  which  is  always  to  respect 
women's  experience.  And  yet,  to  respect 
what  they  do  does  not  necessarily  imply 
that  I  have  to  agree  with  what  they  say. 
There  is  a  danger  of  overdoing  one's 
feminist  tolerance  and  shrugging  one's 
shoulders  saying,  "Well,  it  takes  all 
kinds,"  which  hardly  advances  feminist 
thought.  Maida  Tilchen's  review  of  A 
Woman 's  Touch  in  the  November  Book 
Supplement  of  Gay  Community  News, 
for  example,  states:  "I  have  finally  de- 
cided that  reading  about  these  diverse 
ways  of  making  love  will  lead  to  new 
ways  for  women  to  think  about  and 
explore  their  sexuality.  Many  of  these 


sexual  practices  probably  will  never  be 
appropriate  for  feminists,  but  writing, 
reading  and  thinking  about  sex  with  as 
open  an  attitude  as  possible  certainly  is 
to  me  a  basic  belief  of  feminism." 

True  —  but.  When  men  "explore" 
their  sexuality  through  woman-hating 
pornography  of  the  Snw//"  variety,  they 
might  be  open  and  honest  and  sincere, 
but  that's  hardly  a  saving  grace.  The 
time  is  ripe  for  realizing  that  the  endless 
production  of  sexual  images  and  sexual 
practices  that  we  are  experiencing  today 
is  neither  completely  regressive  (as  the 
guardians  of  morality  would  have  it)  nor 
is  it  completely  progressive  (as  certain 
advocates  of  "sexual  liberation"  would 
have  it).  As  Foucault  has  argued,  bour- 
geois society  is  not  characterized  by 
repression  of  the  sexual  as  much  as  by  its 
multiplication  and  intensification:  there 
will  always  be  yet  another  frontier,  yet 
more  shocking  sex  acts,  and  when  faced 
with  this  sea  of  endlessly  collapsing 
barriers  we  must  stop  to  ask:  Liberation 
for  what? 

Some  fantasies  are  Utopian;  they  lead 
us  towards  non-sexist,  egalitarian,  free 
communities.  Some  fantasies,  on  the 
other  hand,  far  from  pointing  to  the 
repressed  innocence  behind  us  or  to  the 
golden  age  in  front  of  us,  point  straight 
to  our  patriarchal  upbringing.  Women's 
rape  fantasies  are  in  this  category,  and  it 
may  be  that  a  lot  of  S&M  fantasies 
(though  perhaps  not  all)  are  also  com- 
pulsive repetitions  of  taught  behaviour. 
To  take  a  simplistic  pseudo-Freudian 
perspective  and  advocate  the  multipli- 
cation of  sex  images  and  acts  for  variety's 
sake  is  not  to  liberate  one's  true  being, 


but  rather  to  play  a  game  that  cannot  be 
won.  Let  me  again  give  an  illustration. 

The  Samois  Handkerchief  Colour 
Code  has  18  colours,  yielding  36  possible 
flavours,  so  to  speak.  What  is  striking  is 
not  so  much  the  "kinkiness"  of  it  all, 
but  rather  the  fact  that  many  of  the  eso- 
teric symbols  refer  to  perfectly  ordin- 
ary things  which  only  a  stamp  collector 
or  a  Kraft-Ebbing  would  ever  dream  of 
classifying.  "Maroon,  right  side"  means 
"is  menstruating;"  "Fink  left  side" 
means  "breast  fondler."  Now,  very  few 
women  between  the  ages  of  13  and  50  do 
not  menstruate;  and  very  few  lesbians  of 
any  age  would  refuse  the  label  of 
"breast  fondler."  So  what's  new?  It's  a 
bit  like  shouting  from  the  rooftops  that 
you  sometimes  burp:  hardly  the  flower- 
ing of  long-suppressed  desire. 

What  the  code  does  is  imply  that  every 
woman  has  one  distinct  and  classifiable 
sexuahty  (or  possibly  more  than  one;  1 
suppose  that  a  combination  of  handker- 
chiefs is  allowed).  My  sexuality  is  blue, 
right  side;  /ler  sexuality  is  yellow  and /or 
green;  and  so  on.  One  hears  men  talk 
about  their  cars  in  this  way.  Sexuality  is 
a  thing  that  one  owns  and  packages  and 
trades,  according  to  this  view;  it  cannot 
be  readily  seen,  so,  unlike  my  brown 
eyes,  it  needs  an  external  label,  but  other- 
wise it  is  just  Uke  any  other  personal, 
"natural"  characteristic.  As  if  sexuality 
did  not  arise  between  and  among  people; 
as  if  it  were  not  historical;  as  if  it  were 
not  intimately  linked  to  culture, 
language,  and  economics. 

The  Handkerchief  Colour  Code  hber- 
ates  women  from  romantic  monogamy, 
from  dependence  on  one  and  only  one 
lover  or  one  and  only  one  sexual 
position;  it  liberates  women  from  the  girl- 
meets-girl  approach  to  lesbian  happiness. 
But,  if  the  old-fashioned  lesbian  remain- 
ed chained  to  an  impossible  dream  of 
total  and  everlasting  love,  the  "new" 
lesbian  may  well  be  chaining  herself  to 
an  equally  impossible  dream  of  endless 
orgasm,  during  which  the  particulars  are 
changed  according  to  a  code  in  order  to 
avoid  boredom.  The  delusion  that  "life 
and  its  meaning  can  be  contained  in  an 
orgasm"  (Woman's  Touch)  may  be  as 
oppressive  as  the  delusion  that  a 
woman's  life  was  contained  in  love. 

I  don't  know  whether  the  writings  I 
have  read  truly  refiect  the  experiences  of 
women  who  Uke  S&M,  but  I  do  know 
that  the  seemingly  "uncensored"  and 
"liberating"  discourse  that  is  beginning 
to  form  around  lesbian  S&M  makes 
some  false  promises.  Next  time  I  feel  an 
urge  to  "liberate"  my  desires,  I  will  ask 
myself,  "liberate  what?  and  for  what 
purpose?"  The  multiplication  of  ever 
more  daring  images  may  be  as  much  of  a 
rip-off  as  the  proliferation  of  kitchen 
gadgets. 

And  next  time  someone  leads  me  from 
"feminism"  through  "fetish"  to  "fist- 
fucking."  I'll  know  that  somewhere 
along  the  way  I  got  lost.D 
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Glad  Day  Diesents 


Ttw  ma^  works  of  John  Rectiy  —  beginning  with  his  latest:  Rushes 

a  visit  to  Rushes,  the  'Leather  and  Western'  bar  where  regular  customers  pursue  an 

endless  search  for  compatible  love,  strangers  seek  the  quick  'trick,'  prostitutes  lurk 
and  young  men  come  out.  It  is  a  moving,  painful  and  revealing  presentation  of  types, 
culminating  in  a  descent  into  the  depths  of  a  sexual  underv^orld. 
Hardcover,  ($12.50+ .50  shipping)  $13.M 


NumtofS,  Johnny  Rio's  unforgettable  journey  through  the 
balconies  and  men's  rooms  of  ali-night  theatres,  the  erotic 
beaches  and  shaded  glens  of  Los  Angeles  parks  in  a  sexual 
race  against  time. 
Piperback,  ($3.75 +.35) $4.10 

City  of  Night,  an  honest  exploration  of  American  street  life,  a 
candid  view  not  only  of  hustling  but  of  the  lives  of  men  who  seek 
each  other  in  the  streets. 
Paperback,  ($2.50+. 35) $2.85 

The  Sexual  Outlaw,  an  explicit  recounting  of  indiscriminate 
sex  coupled  with  a  thought-provoking  personal  statement  about 
gay  life. 
Paperback,  ($2.25 +.35) $2.60 


A  bundle  of  Rechy,  all  togettwr  only  $19.95. 


Two  by  Jane  Bowies 

Her  wwk,  tier  life:  deep  truth, 
observed  wrttwut  pretension,  witti 
humor  and  humanity. 
As  artist  and  person,  an  angei. 

—  Tennessee  Williams, 

in  his  introduction  to 

Feminine  Wilss 


Jack's  Book  by  Barry  Gifford  and  Lawrence  Lee. 
Recollections  by  the  friends  and  colleagues  of  Jack 
Kerouac,  compiled  to  present  an  oral  biography.  The 
book  Is  an  insightful  look  at  the  beat  generation. 
Now  in  paperback,  ($4.50+  .35)  $4.85 


My  Sister's  Hand  in  Mine. 

An  extensive  collection  containing 
the  novel  Two  Serious  Ladies, 
numerous  short  stories,  and  In  the 
Summer  House,  a  critically 
acclaimed  play  saturated  with 
bitter,  yet  refreshing  wit. 
Paperback,  ($7. 95+. 35) $8.30 

Feminine  Wiles,  a  second  illus- 
trated anthology  of  Bowles  writings 
including  four  short  stories,  selec- 
ted correspondence  and  the  play 
At  the  Jumping  Bean. 
Paperback,  ($5.25  +  .35)  $6.30 

Thetwo- $12.50 


Bent  by  fi^anin  Sherman.  The  text 
of  the  current  Broadway  play,  a 
compelling  and  unsettling  look  at 
the  treatment  of  homosexuals  in 
Nazi  Germany. 
Paperback,  ($5.95 +.35) $6.30 
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